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THERE is cause for general! satisfaction in 
the manner in which the estimates of the Li- 
brarian of Congress tor the next fiscal year 


consideration by 


have been accepted in the 
Congress of the general appropriations bill 


now pending. The increase of force requested 


amounts to twenty-four in the Catalogue Di 
vision and nine in the Copyright Office, while 
various salary readjustments are desired 


Among these, the provision of a salary of 
$3000 for the head of the Division of Manu 
scripts has been granted, thus making possi- 
ble the development of this division —cer- 
tainly one of the most important adjuncts 
of a national library — by permitting the ap 
pointment of a head of that department, a 
post that has been left vacant until the sal- 
ary granted should be sufficient to secure the 
right man for the place. The provision for 


cpening the library on Sundays is practically 


1 

assured, in accord with the principle that has 
opened art galleries and museums on the day 
when they may be enjoyed by many who at 
other times are debarred from their privileges 
The propriety and value of Sunday opening 
of libraries is still a matter of question, but 
in a city like Washington which is at all times 
a goal for sightseers and tourists, and where 
there are hundreds of persons connected with 
the various government departments and bu- 
reaus who pursue special studies outside of 
office hours, it must undoubtedly be a gratifi 
cation and a service to thousands. The appro 
priation for the purchase of books, set at 
$60,000 in the House bill, has been amended in 
the Senate to the sum of $100,000, as asked in 
the estimates —an increase that, if granted, 
will do much to round out the collection and 
strengthen its weak places 


Unpousteb.y the appreciative treatment ac 
corded to the Library of Congress estimates 
is largely due to the admirable presentation 
of conditions and possibilities made in the 
recent report of the Librarian of Congress 
This report takes rank among the most nota 
ble library publications of the year, furnish 
ing, as it does, not only a review of the libra- 
ry’s past and an outline of its possibilities for 
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the future, but a 
of its present equ 


mprehensive presentation 
ipment and activities. Nor 


1s it Of Value Only in its relation to a single 


collection, for it represents fairly the ide 
cf modern American lbrarianship, and it 
outline of methods will be of practical set 


vice in a wide field. In the preparation and 


issue of this handsome volume Mr, Putnam 
has performed a jf bl el of great 
utility 
Ji ST at present the fiction question, alter 
me years ot tranquillity, Is again a subject 
f agitation and discussion. It curious to 


note that in the very first number of the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, and at the rganization 
meeting of the American Library Association 
in 1876, this subject was a paramount one, 
ind the arguments that a quarter of a century 
seems not to have withered were there mat 
shalled in opposing ranks. Yet the matter 
then was in some respects a less complex 

than it is at present. The historical novel 
had not slain its tens of thousands and the 
“boom” had not become a central motor of 
To-day it is a hard 
problem that confronts the librarian — how 
to discriminate, how to select from the flood 
of novels new and old, good, bad and in 


the literary machine. 


different, that pour forth each year in increas 
ing volume. Mr. Putnam's radical sugges 
tion that no work of fiction be purchased by 
libraries until a year after its publication is 
widely regarded as possibly the most practi 
cal solution of the difficulty. The argument 
in its favor are logical and cogent, and it 
would be most interesting to observe its pra 
tical operation and results 
recently given his approval to the 


Mr. Carnegie has 
uggestion 
and has even recommended that the period of 
exclusion be extended to three years — but 
this opens more ground for objection. The 
hook of the moment whose merit lies in pos 
ters and press notices is unlikely to outlast 
the demand of a twelvemonth; but a three 
year ban levied upon Kipling, Barrie, Lucas 
Malet. and the goodly company of sincere and 
worthy novelists seems unnecessary and 1n- 
advisable 
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At the recent library meeting held at At- 
lantic City it was apparent that the question 
of the moment in the library world is the net 
price system, as maintained by the American 
Publishers’ Association. The report of Mr. 
Bowerman, printed elsewhere, shows that the 
new rate of discounts has meant an average 
increase in the cost of “net” books to libra- 
ries considerably in excess of the advance that 
had been expected and that librarians were 
prepared to accept. Numerous instances are 
given by Mr. Bowerman as evidence of this; 
although it should be said that in some of the 
instances cited other causes than the net sys- 
tem may have influenced the cost of the book. 
This is certainly the case in regard to Fiske’s 
“Life everlasting,” where the increase in price, 
as compared with its previous volumes, was 
owing to circumstances quite outside of the 
new plan. Nevertheless the fact remains that 
the net prices bid fair to press more heavily 
upon libraries than was at first apparent. 
Mr. Bowerman has noted various ways in 
which current purchases may be shifted into 
other than regular channels; but these are at 
best but makeshifts, and there is evident a 
consensus of opinion that —if only as on the 
ground of their large and regular purchases — 
libraries are entitl.d to better terms have so 
far resulted from the present system 
Communications. 


GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS: AN OLD STORY 
AND A PLEA 


It is very evident to every one who has had 
occasion to use the documents issued by the 
government that a vast amount of valuable 
material, possessed by almost every library of 
any size in the country is in effect worthless 
by reason of the fact that it cannot be located. 

The various departmental reports can be 
found with comparatively little labor, but 
there are hosts of special reports and other 
documents, to find which often requires a 
long and tedious search 

If we know the year or the session in which 
the required document was issued the task is 
not such a difficult one, but very frequently 
we do not have this information, and are 
obliged to stumble about until, often more by 
good luck than good management, we find it. 
Too many times we are obliged to confess 
ourselves beaten and retire from the field 

If we do not know what document we are 
seeking, the case is even worse. What is 
there to direct the student of shipping sub- 
sidies to the report of the Commissioner of 
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Navigation for 1899? How is the ordinary 
user of the library to know that we have that 
splendid monograph on the Capitol by Glenn 
Brown? Where ts the librarian that can lo- 
cate the various documents printed in refer- 
ence to the pension question, Alaska or good 
roads ? 

What we need is an index. A few libraries 
have undertaken to catalog the collection, but 
with most of us it is one of those things for 
which we hope to have the money some day. 

There are two ways of solving the prob- 
lem. The A, L. A, might undertake the work 
along the lines adopted by the “International 
catalogue of scientific literature.” It would be 
very difficult to get a sufficient number of 
subscriptions at a figure large enough to 
finance the project, but this ts a possibility 
Or, the work might be done at the expense 
of the government under the direction of the 
Library of Congress. This would be much 
the better way. I doubt 1f the government 
could do anything that would be of more ma 
terial assistance to the libraries of the coun- 
try than this. It has recognized its duty in 
this sort of work by giving us a checklist and 
an index to the documents of each session in 
recent years, and, through the Library of 
Congress, by the distribution of printed cat- 
alog cards. Is it not a good time to bring 
this old question to the fore again and to 
agitate in its favor? 

It will be a work of large proportion, in- 
volving a great amount of labor and expense 
This fact must be recognized at the outset. 
It must be done by expert indexers under the 
guidance of men who are specialists in every 
field represented in the index. Mr, Thwaites 
has set the pace in his index to the “Jesuit 
relations,” and future indexes must not fall 
below it. The index must give us a direct 
reference to every document published by the 
government in the Congressional set, and tell 
us enough about its contents so that we will 
have some idea before looking up the refer- 
ence whether it is a three-line note or a three 
hundred page report 

The coming session of the A. L. A. will be 
an excellent place to discuss this question 
and to make some plan for future action. 

T. GerouLp 
University oF Missouri 
Columbia, Mo 
A LIBRARY MISSIONARY. 

Wovutp not a library missionary be a val 
uable assistant —that is, some one well ac 
quainted in a certain district who would in 
terest non-readers by leaving books at their 
houses on the sitting-room tables, to be at 
hand at all times? I think that the library 
must go more and more to the reader, and the 
library as a business proposition is behind the 
times in not giving free delivery and collec 
tion of books. These measures would greatly 
extend circulation. H. M. STan.ey. 
Lake Forest, Il. 
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF FICTION 


By Joserpuine Apams Ratupone, Pratt Instiiute Free Library 


the 
world to-day of greater importance than the 


Tuere is no subject before library 


problem of fiction. As has been said, fiction 


is the great fact of the time. Hitherto we 
have for the most part dealt with it nega- 
tively; have endeavored to limit, reduce, 


check its circulation; but we may as well face 
this fact 
People will read fiction; they will read a great 


and see what can be done with it 


deal of fiction, and it ts altogether desirable 


and necessary that they should. Certainly we 


do. I venture to say that fiction forms 75 pet 


cent. of the reading, or at least 75 per cent. ot 


the number of books read by the majority of 


librarians and library assistants, and why 


should we expect anything else of the public? 


It makes comparatively little difference 
whether a given library circulates 75 per 
cent. or 70 per cent. of fiction, but it does 
make a very great deal of difference what 


percentage of that percentage is strong, whole 
some, imaginative, true fiction, the product of 


the great minds and great hearts of the writ 


ers of power, what percentage is of fiction 
dealing with the problems and interests of 
the life of the day, what percentage is of 
morbid, introspective, decadent fiction, and 


sentimental, vapid or 
the 


what part is of the weak, 


commonplace sort; and it is of highest 


importance in estimating the work done by a 
library during a period of years to know how 
these percentages have relatively increased 
result of the library's 
to better the taste of 
this kind 


nearer being an index to the work of the libra 


or decreased, as 
effor 


Statistics of 


the community 


would come much 
ry than any mere statement of the reduction of 
the percentage of fiction circulated, But how 
are we to determine these facts? As long as 
Mary J. Holmes, E. P. Roe, et al., 
grouped with Thackeray and George Eliot as 
fiction, as though that there is to 
shall And, 


moreover, so long as our fiction finding-lists 


are 


were all 


it, we not and cannot know. 


are simply undiscriminating alphabetical lists 
of authors and titles, in which Mary J. and 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Marion Harland and 
Henry Harland stand side by side, presented 


with sweet impartiality, how can we expect 


klyn, N 


the quality of the reading done to improve 
very greatly ? 

at the information desk 
Library, as it is doubt 


open shelf hbrary, that many 


It is the experience 
in the Pratt Institute 
less in every 
anting to read 
to what 
it is rt this 
kind of discrimination, that the reader has a 


people come to the library w 
the best, but confessing ignorance as 


and it is information of 


right to expect from the hbrary. It A cu 
rious thing, a result doul f the effort 
to reduce the circulation of fiction, that the 
libraries have been so ready to f this 
sort of information for every other of 
literature. There are few librarie 
that they have not some lists of books and 
articles — their own or taken from the 
tins of other libraries —on every subject ex 
cept fiction. Something has been done, of 
course. There are Mr. Griswold’s list f 
descriptive novels, Mr, Dana's list of a hun 
dred novels Mr Th ymson's ideas, whi h iT 
beginning to be talked about, and the recent 
ymposium in the Saturday Tim that 
showed that much thought was being directed 
toward the subject: but very little has been 
actually accomplished so far as I know 

\ word just here as to what we have don 
ourselves may be pardoned \bout five vear 
go a class was started in the Pratt Institute 
Library School, in an experimental, te 
way, which we called the Fiction S 
The plan was to study, not the standard 
thors, with which the students were pre 
sumably familiar, but the more recent minor 
authors of promise and interest, of whose 
works we had found the average tudent 
very ignorant. I had come to realize by my 
own experience at the loan desk during the 
first few years of my work in the library the 
opportunities for helpful suggestion the desk 
assistant has, even in a closed shelf library 


and the necessity of a knowledge on her part 
of the character and value of the largest pr 


sible 


the cours¢ 


number of the writers of fi 
was an outcome of this realization 
what we 
the 


aim of 


The plan also included a study of 
“border-land” fi and of 
Europe The 


may term tion 


writers of continental 
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the study is to find out the essential charac- 
teristics of the author: the kind of work, 
whether novels of incident, manners, etc. , in 
fluence of his work, wholesome, elevating, 
morbid or depressing; other writers he is 
nearest akin to; the kind of people to whom 
he would appeal, etc. With the border- 
land fiction, special study is made of the 
qualities that attract readers, the use that 
could be made of these books, and the writers 
next higher in rank whose works might be 
substituted, and through whom the reader 
could be led to better things. To stimulate 
thought in this direction we gave the class 


as a problem this year the construction of a 
net leading up from one of these “border- 
land” novelists whom they had studied to 
some author in standard fiction. The results 
are suggestive and interesting, of course not 
to be followed in any given case, but helptrul 


One or two examples may not be without 


interest: 
Rhoda Broughton: “Toan,” “Nancy 
Jessi Fothergill: “Kith and kin,” “Lasses 
Leverhouse,” “First violin 
Mrs. Walford: “Mr. Smith,” “Mischief of 
Monica.” 
Walter Besant: “¢ haplain of the Fleet,” 
‘Armorel of Lyonesse.” 
Thomas Hardy: “The wo odlanders,” “Far 
from the mad ling crowd.” 
R. D. Blackmore: “Cripps the carrier,” “Kit 
and Kitty 
Charlotte Bronté: “Jane Eyre,” “Shirley.” 
George Eliot: “Midd lemarch,” “Mill on the 
Floss.” 


Mary J. Holmes. 
Rosa N. Carey 
Amanda Douglas. 
Edna Lyall: “In the golden days.” 
Amelia Barr: “Bow of orange ribbon.’ 
Charlotte M. Yonge 
George McDonald: “St. George and St. 
Michael.” 
Walter Scott. 


Amanda Douglas 
Clara L. Burnham. 
Amelia Barr. 
Anthony Hope. 
Marion Crawford. 
Gilbert Parker. 
Bulwer Lytton. 
Walter Scott. 

Marie Corelli—- psychical novel: “Romance 
of two worlds.” 
“Zanoni.” 

“Man with the broken ear.’ 
“Mr Isaacs.’ 

‘Amos Judd.” 
“Brus hwood boy.’ 
“Peter Ib betson.” 


Marie Corelli — ps: hological novel: “Sot 
rows of Satan 

“Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde.’ 

“Right of way.” 

“Tale of two cities.” 

“Romola.” 

Scarlet letter 

‘Tess of the Durbervilles.” 

“Les miserables.” 

The students have been brought by the et 
fort to a realization of the limitations o! then 
own reading from the professional point ot 


view, and to an appreciation of the ne d for 


some assistance to aid them in grouping ind 
connecting authors of fiction. Any ot whi 
has done circul work, especially in a 
closed shelf library, knows that dre ll 

blank feeling ex nced when called on 
suddenly by a borrower for a nice bool | 

that” (one just return d) That” 1 be 
—we will say —“Ardath.” Here is an op 
portunity; can she think of something “like 
that.” only better? It may be that “Phra tl 


Pheenician” will occur to her, or “Mr. Is 


but if no such happy thought comes, where 
shall she turn for aap? The catalog f 
no assistance, the a Iphi ibetically arranged 
of books on the shelves stare at her \ thout 
response th a dozen other people waiting 
there is no time for prolonged search, and 
baffled. she hands out “The sorro’ 
Satan.” feeling regretfully that one cl 
has been missed 

It seems desirable, therefore, to have some 
kind of arrangement or classification of fiction 
first. for the sake of the reader who wants the 


best but knows not what it is, or who wants 
a story about some subject in which he is in 
terested, or who would want it if he kne 
such an one was to be found: secondly, for 
the assistant, whose own reading is not ac 
quate to all the demands made upon it; and 
lastly, in order that library statistics should 
be approximately a true measure and indica- 
tion of the quality as well as the quantity of 
the work done. 

The next question is, What kind of an ar- 
rangement? There are several possible 
bases for a classification of fiction 

ist. By type or kind. There are novels of 
manners and social life, novels of incident, 


novels of character study and development, 
fanciful and fantastic tales, humorous sto- 
ries, simple love stories. 

2d. By subject Historical novels (these 


may be novels of incident, as “The three 


4 | 
wit 
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guardsmen,” or of manners, like “Henry Es 


or novels oO! character development, 


mond 


like “Romola”™), sociological, scientific, relig 
ious, musical, novels, and so on ad infinitu 
3d By literary quality r the grad 
author, a rank determined in part by his pet 
sonal force and in part by his literary style 


Dynamic force and literary quality at 


different things, of course, and yet 


fested in literature they are so « mbined 
it would be hardly possible to separate tl 
as bases of arrangement 

4th By ethical influ Ion 
merely as a possibility. It w 1 be f 
cult to determine to | P ibl I 
but it would probably be t ltol 
in determining the rank of an author 

Now, which of these is the more important 
and which would be the more available in 
actual use This must, I tl d 
ered in relation to the next question, which 
is of equal importance, How are we to apply 
practically this idea of fiction classification? 


On the shelves, in the catalogs, or by means 
of lists and bu 
Taking up for a moment the arrangement 


elves: shall we arrange our fiction 


on the s 
by kind, grouping the novels of incident, 
manners, character development? That ts 
probably the line of cleavage along which our 
individual preferences divide. Some of us 
dislike novels of incident, others especially en 
joy novels of character development, but too 
often the same book is enjoyed by different 
people for different reasons, and there would 
be great difference of opinion as to what 
type of novel any given story might be. This 
basis is therefore not to be seriously consid 
ered, I think. It is perfectly possible to work 
out a scheme for classifying novels by sub- 
ject; the Decimal or the Expansive classifi- 
cation could be used with very little difficulty, 
as there are novels that would go into all 
of the main classes and many of the sub 
divisions. The difficulty in such a scheme is 
that it would separate the novels by the same 
author, and a very large number of people 
read novels because of their fondness for a 
given author rather than because of the sub- 
ject dealt with. 

It would be very possible to grade fiction 
into three or four classes by the rank of the 
author, an aristocracy, an upper middle class, 
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indicated by an asterisk or other sign, or a 
dictionary list with subject headings and ref- 
erences, or graded lists with subject arrange- 
ment and indexes. The possibilities here are 
boundless. Of course the serious impedi- 
ment in the way is the absence of any aids 
to the making of such lists. Few of us know 
our fiction sufficiently to care to expose our 


IS INDIVIDUAL READING INC 


By Artuur E. Bostwick, Chief of Circulati 


Mr. Teccart’s remarks on the “science of 
library statistics” in the November Liprary 
JOURNAL are certainly just. It must be re- 
membered, however, that every science is the 
result of growth. Every one who contributes 
his mite to the subject is making possible its 
ultimate reduction to a system. Probably the 
one thing that would hasten this end most 
would be the adoption of a uniform scheme of 
taking and recording statistics under the 
superintendence of the A. L. A., and their 
annual comparison and discussion by a com- 
petent committe 

I desire to call attention to one statement 
of Mr. Teggart’s that is open to misconstruc- 
tion. He notes that notwithstanding the re- 
duction in the fiction percentage of circula- 
tion during the last ten years the total in- 
crease of circulation has been so much greater 
that “it is abundantly apparent that under 
the stimulus provided by the library its pa- 
trons are reading much more fiction than 
before.” 

That this is literally true of the total num- 
ber of readers appears to be probable. But 
it seems to carry the inference that the 
amount of fiction read by each user of the 
library is larger. This of course depends on 
the meaning of the increase of circulation 
Is it due to larger reading on the part of 
each individual user, or to an increase in the 
number of users? If the former, each per- 
son is of course reading more fiction, although 


its proportion to his total reading has de- 
creased. If the latter, the actual amount of 
fiction read in each case has decreased as well 
as the percentage, the total amount of indi- 
vidual reading remaining the same. 
Unfortunately the number of active read- 
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knowledge to the rude gaze of the world. 
What is needed before any such plan becomes 
practical is a subject index to fiction, which 
to be successful must be the result of co- 
operative action. Some library association, 
or group of associations, could render no 
more important service to the cause of im- 
proved reading than by taking up this work.* 


REASING OR DECREASING ? 
on Department, New York Public Library. 


ers can not be easily ascertained. What is 
an “active reader”? Are we to draw the line 
at persons who have used the library within 
the last week, or the last month, or the last 
year? The trouble is that we have to do here 
with a continuous variable. At any one time 
the status of a library’s readers may be repre- 
sented by a curve in which the distance of 
each point from the vertical axis denotes the 
time elapsed since the last book taken, and 
the distance from the horizontal axis, the 
number of users who have allowed such 
time to elapse. A comparison of such curves 
for different periods of time would show 
whether the status of the users had varied, 
and how. 

An indirect way of getting at the number 
of active users and comparing them from time 
to time is to count the book-cards in the cir- 
culation tray at stated intervals. This gives 
the number of outstanding books and in case 
each user is permitted to draw only one book 
at a time, it also gives accurately the number 
of persons using books at the time. With the 
two-book system the number of books out- 
standing can not be greater than twice the 
users nor less than their actual number, but 
may have any value between these two. As 
a matter of fact, however, when the number 
of users is large the proportion of those who 
have out two books probably does not vary 
much from time to time, so that the number 
of outstanding books may be taken as roughly 
proportioned to the number of users even 
where the two-book system is in use. 

* The New York Library Club has, since this arti- 
cle was written, appointed a committee to consider 
steps to be taken toward the preparation of a sub- 
ject index to prose fiction. 
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In most of the present branches of the New 
York Public Library the number of outstand 
ing books has been counted and reported on 
the first day of each month since the year 
1896. 
age for each library year: 


The following table shows the aver- 


I$ 33 HS 
lo Slo Yio Yio Bio 
OZ O02 
| | 
| | 

2225, 2499 3616) 3222 
Ottendorfer... -| 2921) 2789) 4022) 4371| 4568 
3437| ©3572) 2928 
Jackson Sq.... 1444, 2074 1683) 2918} 3023 

2354, 2517, 2751, 3001, 31 
Muhlenberg............| 1504) 2184 2349) 25295| 2453 
Bloomingdale. . 1726, 2131) 3367 3556] 3493 
Riverside....... 1385) 1409) 1479) 1276 
Vorkville....... 1532) 29379| 2857| 3029| 3352 
2200 2137} 2605) 2738 
General average... 2143| 2206) 2775| 2812 

* Number of books out Nov. 30, 1897. 


+ Number of books out Oct. 31, 1899. 


As will be seen, the general average has 
Its 
(about one-third), is roughly the same as that 
iod, 


dicating that the increase of circulation has 


not varied much increase, however 


of the circulation during the same per in- 
been due to increase in the number of readers 
and not to increased individual reading 

For more accurate comparison of the out- 
standing books with the number of books on 
the and with total 
the following tables have been prepared: 


shelves also circulation, 
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The percentage of a library's books that are 
out at 


locality 


one time is seen to vary more with 


with time Fr m one-tenth to 
utstanding The larger 


stock Of 


one-third are per 
Oks 
out 
at the 
present 
tendency to increase As tl tual « 


mm the increa ] means th 


nt t 
with a 
reula 
the 


tion was 


average number of tst ling b 
hence the number of re ncereasing 
still faster. In other wor vidual we 
ing had decreased 
of sing 


the actual 


increa 


son was even greater than that md ted by 


the decreased percentage 
So 


far as these limited data t . 


thing, they therefore indicate that the large 
recent increas« 


to the 


now re ad le ss 


larger num 
instead of more, than t 
go, and nat the 


four five 


1 


fess 


or years a 


tion, both actua 
the total amount read 

The se co 
matter should be 


because 


unexpected 1 th 
investigated further. | 
them public probably few libraries 
number of outstar 
still 


keep record of the 
books, and 


long a period as five 


fewet have don » for as 


years his element of 


ind 


statistics is certainly important 


be neglected 


Percentage of books out at one time 
SiS BIS & 
sis” 
vic 
0 
10 -16 
Ottendorfer... .09 -13 
ruce..... sees 16 -16 
Jackson Sq.... | 10 13 -10 
Harlem....... .26 as | 25 
| 25 31 
Riverside 24 
* Yorkville -35 30 27 
agth St...... ee .06 
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* Opened June, 1897. 
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SHOULD THE LIBRARIAN BE A BIBLIOPHILE? * 


3y Witttam WARNER BIsHop, Librarian Polytechnic Institute, Academic Depart- 


ment, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


To state this question is almost the same 
thing as to answer it. A librarian who is 
not a lover of books is indeed a sorry spect- 
men of his kind. But of late years the term 
bibliophile has gathered to itself certain asso- 
ciations which have somewhat obscured its 
real meaning; in the popular mind it is now 
generally applied only to those persons whose 
love for books has taken the form of mania 
for works of a certain rarity or of a limited 
and strictly fictitious value. If the words col- 
lector and bibliophile are to be considered as 
interchangeable; if the bibliophile is to be 
thought of only as the man in whose eyes an 
uncut first edition in the original blue paper 
wrappers is worth ten times as much as the 
came book when it has delighted the eye of its 
owner and imparted its contents to his mind; 
if he alone is a bibliophile who is a biblio- 
maniac, then by all means librarians, as all 
other people of wholesome and well-balanced 
character should strive to guard themselves 
from bibliomania as from an insidious and 
dangerous disease. 

But if by a bibliophile we mean one ‘vho 
trulv loves books, in whose eyes a badly made 
book, a badly bound book, and a badly illus- 
trated book are alike an abomination, one who 
loves a book not only for its form, but for its 
content, one who knows the history and tech- 
nique of the art of printing, one whose books 
are his friends and companions, his inspira- 
tion and his solace, then by all means should 
the librarian be a bibliophile. And if we may 
read into the term, as without unduly stretch- 
ing it I think we may, an idea of a man who 
values books because they contain the goodly 
heritage of past ages, because from them and 
from them alone we learn how to interpret 
that daily experience which our contact with 
human nature brings to each one of us, then 
indeed to become a bibliophile is not only an 
attainment to be desired, but a goal to be 
striven for 

My answer to this question might perhaps 


* Read at a meeting of the Long Island Library 


Club, Feb. 21, 1902. 


stop here. There are, however, certain con- 
siderations which induce me to continue the 
discussion further. { think few will deny that 
on the part of a great many of our American 
librarians there is a lack of equipment for 
work on the historical and artistic side of 
their calling. There may be good reasons for 
this state of things, but still I think, disre- 
garding the reasons, that it is clear to anyone 
whose observation has been at all extended 
that here we have paid but little attention to 
what I am disposed to call the higher and 
finer duties of our profession, There are too 
few of us who feel competent to attack prob- 
lems involving a minute knowledge not alone 
of the history of book-making, but even of 
such allied subjects as the political and econ 
omic history of Europe in the Renaissance 
period. There are not many among our num 
ber who could lend intelligent aid to a his 
torian seeking information on the Spanish 
colonies in the West Indies from what few 
original sources our libraries might have 
How many of us feel ourselves reasonably 
well fitted to draw up a scheme for the care- 
ful preservation and at the same time the 
ready consultation of manuscripts deposited 
with us? If a bundle of letters of General 
Washington, or some manuscript diaries of 
President Madison, or the account books of 
General Scott, or a set of letters describing 
life in Alaska in 1899 were brought to us, 
how many of us would feel competent to 
prepare them for publication and to arrange 
for their proper preservation ? Supposing a 
collection of rare and beautiful Italian books 
of the fifteenth century should be given to the 
library, is there someone at hand able to col- 
late them, to catalog them, to say nothing 
of publishing a description of them which 
would be a lamp to the feet of scholars the 
world over? Have we many librarians 
equipped to distinguish between a true and a 
counterfeit Aldine, to describe the earmarks 
of “contemporary binding,” or to tell with 
reasonable accuracy the date of a Greek or 
Latin manuscript at a glance? 
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Nay, more than these things, which may 
seem to some matters of rather remote pos- 
sibility, have all our librarians the ability to 
tell good from poor paper, to distinguish be- 
tween different grades of morocco and other 
Can we all tell how a book should 
when he fails, 


be sewed and berate the binder 
kind, to 


the difference be- 


leathers ? 


perversity of his follow 


Do we know 


with the 
directions? 
n good printing and bad? 
that proper registration, clear and beau 


Can we appre- 


tiful type, and serviceable bindings are more 
truly artistic than the combination of heavy 
and ugly type poorly set, muddy ink, and imi- 


tation chamois skin binding which now be- 


es the innocent purchaser of supposedly 
sent him “on approval,” 
And lastly are 
of us who know intimately the history of the 


“artistic” books 
without request? there many 
finer and more expensive sorts of book-m ik 


ing, who love the books into whose making 
has gone the devoted skill of artist and printer 
ind binder? 

That we have in the ranks of the librarian’s 
calling not a few competent to do 
of these things, and some able to do all 


is undoubtedly 


persons 
many 
f them —and vastly 
true. But I fear that we can hardly go on to 
say that the majority of those engaged in l- 
brary work have any such qualifications. We 
are all aware that the great development in 
library work in America has been along two 
lines. first, the betterment and growth of the 


more — 


free public circulating library, and second, an 


increase in the material ease of handling books 


and making them quickly accessible to the 


reader. The number and size of our free 
libraries, the enormous quantity of books 
circulated from them, the magnificent and 


well-planned buildings recently erected, the 
mechanical devices for protection against fire 
and for compact housing of books, the card 
not alto 
gether logical, systems of classification, to 


catalog system, our convenient, if 


gether with a host of accessory institutions 
for the 


tion of books; these form at once 


promotion of reading and the circula 
the chief 


pride of our American librarians and their 
chief contribution to the science of librarian 
ship. We have passed through a period of 
training in the last quarter century. Our en 
ergies have been given to the material side 
of our work, and we have no cause to be 
ashamed of our results. But we may well 
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pause for an instant to inquire seriously 


whether » all that we might hay 


ether 


facing us at th 


done, and wh new conditions are not 


present moment 


Those of us who ar t 1 familiar with 
some of the gre Europe are pet 
fectly well aware that they i rule are ! 
ducted on an altogether different basis fron 
most of our own Wi e cdispe ed 
to ridicule the library in which t] ird cata 
log is unknown, or one in which a student 
must occasionally wait 48 urs after le ng 
a request for books before obtaining them 
But true librainship d not t in stan 
dard sizes or pneumatic tube i shall never 
forget the remark of a German librarian to 
whom I once showed a very remarkable col 
lection of some hundreds of 1 phiets on the 
early history of Methodis: \s I was la 


that 
cataloged nor 


“Die Hauptsache ist die Bucher zu besit 


menting 


they had never been properly 


prope rly 


the main thing is to own the ; | 
the 
tween his standards 


clue to the 


and ours. We have not 


remark gave 


been wrong in thinking that our collect 
must be made available by every device i1 
power; but we have not always had st y 
collections, When we contrast our be | 


braries with those of Europe, we are painfu 
ly aware of the fact that the European insti 


tutions have been in the field for some hun 


dreds of vears longer than we have, and they 
“own the books.” As a consequence, traming 
for librarianship with them involves a study 
of paleography, for they have manuscript 
treasures: it involves a knowledge f the 
history of printing, for therm lections ex 
emplify that history it i ] earning and 
holarship, for their librar are the re t 


of scholars and of the leading me 


fessions 
Now I think that we may safely say that 
with us the period of empl on the « 
m of the circul iz y only 
to an end We shall not te 
books, but more: we shall 1 ] fewer 
branches and delivery stations, but more; we 
hall not cease f t ¢ 
on the ontrary ] crease 
the in ways und | of { ent. But 
the ve t ‘ et 1 the « iliz 
ing mission of the | trongest, the state 
whose Free Library Comt ion sends out re 
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ports of the work of its travelling libraries 
which can hardly be read without emotion, 
this state has just erected for its State His- 
torical Society a magnificent building to shel- 
ter a collection of manuscripts and books 
which illuminate the early history of the en- 
tire northwest. In our own city, soon to be 
provided as a result of Mr. Carnegie’s gen- 
erosity with unexcelled facilities for the circu- 
lation of books through free libraries, there 
are growing great collections of incunabula, 
of Americana, of works on architecture, not 
to mention a host of others. We need only 
te glance at a few of the great libraries of the 
country from Boston to Washington and from 
New York to Chicago to see that the day of 
specialization, of more rounded collections, 
and of great reference iibraries has truly 
dawned. We have reached a point where li- 
braries are receiving endowments, and where 
a distinct purpose exists on the part of trus- 
tees to further research. 

It may not be known to all of us to how re- 
markable an extent American collectors of 
wealth have been purchasing manuscripts, 
incunabula, and rare books in Europe in the 
past two decades, In the natural course of 
things the greater part of these collections 
will in time find their way from private hands 
to the shelves of libraries. Witness the col- 
lections of Mr. Ayer and Mr. Brown in the 
field of Americana, as recent examples, to say 
nothing of a score of others. Within easy 
reach of a student in New York City it is 
now possible to find no small amount of first 
hand material for the study of both Greek and 
Latin paleography, while a great amount of 
material of this sort may be expected in the 
future. Papyri are already finding their way 
to America in large quantities, owing to 
American assistance in financing the recent 
explorations in Egypt. 

If it is once granted that we have arrived 
at this new stage in library progress, I think 
it will scarcely be disputed that the biblio- 
graphic, the scholarly, the historical side of 
their work must in the future engage the 
careful attention of a far greater number of 
librarians than it has, with us, in the past. 
In libraries created for special purposes, or 
containing large collections on special topics, 
works illustrating the history of those subjects 
must be gathered in large quantities. These 
cannot properly be handled in any other spirit 


than that of the true bibliophile. While for 
bibliographic purposes the matters which lend 
an adventitious value to a book are scarcely 
worth noting, it yet remains true that one 
gifted with the knowledge and trained in the 
arts of the bibliophile will alone succeed in 
cataloging and classifying books whose value 
hes in their rarity, in the peculiar circum 
stances of their manufacture, or in the form 
in which they are preserved. There are there 
fore likely to be greater inducements for li- 
brarians to qualify themselves properly to 
handle rare books, manuscripts, and illustra 
tive material in the future than there have 
been in the past. 

It would indeed be a sad day which should 
find our library world divided into two camps 
If those who serve a limited public and those 
who serve the greater masses should fail to 
recognize their mutual obligations and their 
mutual dependence, much would disappear 
which now goes to make pleasant and profita- 
ble the work of the profession. To recognize 
distinctly and to appreciate fully the mission 
ary effort of the public library are required 
equally of all of us. May we not find in the 
spirit of the bibliophile one of the bonds 
which shall hold firmly together the members 
of our calling now rapidly differentiating to 
such a degree that we are obliged to flock 
by ourselves in a yearly increasing number of 
sections? May we not properly and confi- 
dently ask of our brethren of the public li- 
brary, of the branch library, and of the de- 
livery station, that they shall love the beauti- 
ful in books, that they shall care for the fine 
samples of early printing, and that they shall 
strive to educate their immediate constitu- 
ents to some appreciation of these things? 
And may we not bid the cataloger or classi- 
fier deep in the problems of transliteration 
from the Slavic or the proper subordination 
of a special class under the general heading 
turn for a while from his labor and consider 
the beauty of the fine old Baskerville he has 
just put down? May we not confidently urge 
that the historical side of bibliography and 
the deliberate formation of collections which 
shall show the history of at least one subject 
be encouraged in every library of any size? 

There are some very practical applications 
to be made of these theoretical views. The 
busy desk attendant or children’s librarian 
may think that these remarks are not meant 
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for her. I think otherwise. It is in Just 
these cases that they do apply. I do not 


mean that a long line of waiting applicants 
should be delayed while the desk attendant 
delivers a lecture on the superiority of mor- 
occo over sheep in bindings, or that biblio 
graphic treasures should be turned over to 
children. But the “trivial round and common 
task” when steadfastly pursued are likely to 
result in both exhaustion and stagnation. A 
fine enthusiasm for old books, for fine books 
for beautiful books, will be one stimulus which 
can generally be indulged in with ease and 
with safety. Moreover, I firmly believe that 
only those who have tried it know what an 
interest a bibliographic exhibit may arous 
among the frequenters even of a small branch 
library. Such exhibitions are not impossibl 
yet they require some little knowledge on the 
part of the attendants who explain them 
even when labelled in the most effective 
fashion. 

Librarians who have charge of small col- 
lections and whose funds are limited have 
especial need of the training and the enthu 
siasm of the bibliophile. They are far too 
prone to believe that they can indulge in 
nothing so expensive as fine editions and good 
bindings. To any one who knows the poss 
bilities of the auction and second-hand mar- 
ket of this city such beliefs are groundless 
A succession of reasonably low bids placed 
with reliable auctioneers will produce results 
which will astonish those who have bought 
only of agents, Moreover no one knows how 
much good a few well bound books of fin 


quality will do. Few people will abuse 
fine book, while almost anyone is careless with 
a paper-covered and poorly printed on \ 


librarian of a small library who will invest: 
gate second-hand stores and will persistently 
study auction catalogs can soon acquire book 
treasures, 

In addition we may, it seems to me, make 
much more of such fine specimens of the 
printer's art or other treasures as we possess 
in all our libraries. I am a firm believer in 
the value of such things when exhibited with 
suitable explanatory labels. I well remember 
the effect on my own imagination of a few 
huddled and carelessly labelled old books and 
manuscripts placed in a show case in a 
wretched light in the public library I fre 


quented as a boy. Had they been shown tn an 
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ittractive manner and with full, clear, and ele 
mentary note I have no doubt that they 
would have had a vastly greater influence 
It is hardly pos e to lay too much stress on 
effective explanation in such matters. I wish 
without attempting invidious comparisons, to 
praise highly the work done in this line by 
t Muse f Brooklyn Institute of Art 

d Sc t ‘ t exhibits and 

so that d ( t wint at the exInbit n 
the history f tl b at Pratt Institute 
Free I wary It r he { librar vill 
endeavor to show what they ha f beautiful 
rare, and « y vol ‘ ind binding ind 
will at the t irawe t part 
rf tants a devotion to the beautiful 
n i tu ive taken a long 
st | 1 tt re t al larg il d 
truer librarianship 

THE PERPLENITIES OF GIFTS 

Or the classes of gifts offered to libra 
there are, first, new books and_ periodical 
which may come from authors, publisher 
societies interested in a propaganda of som 
sort, or from benevolent individual Such 


ks are desirable just in proportion to the 
usefulness \ book of privately printed 


poems by somebody's aunt who lives el 


where may simply serve to gratify the lady 
by enrolling her among the poets in the h 
brary catalog; but that une vol t writ 
ten by a resident of the town in which t! 

library is placed, has a unique va th 


for just that reason, whatever its literary 
merits 
The “crank” authors, as John Fiske pointed 


ut, always seem to have plenty of money 1! 

printing and postage ind every library 1 
ives some of this class of new books. W1 

Mr. Fiske was a tant librarian at Harvare 


he saw the need of a new term of classih 
tion for such literature, so that bool 

perpetual motion need not be placed und 
Physics. nor essays on circle-squaring und 
Mathemati He called it at first In 

Literature, but when living authors not 

siding in asylums were likely to visit t 
Harvard library and be d spleased by the it 
putation, it was thought best to change t 
designation to Eccentric Literature, which 


t 


gave less 0 ind even implied a pleasing 
quality of originality to me mind The 
distinction between crude reasoning fron 
lack of complete knowledge of a subject an 


* Part of a paper read at meeting of Connecticut 
Library Association, New Haven, Feb. 26, 19 
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the vagaries of an unbalanced mind were 
duly observed. 

“Eccentric literature.” says Mr. Fiske, “is 
usually marked by a shrill note of anger, as 
it is often written in a dudgeon.” He re- 
remarks: “When you take up a pamphlet by 
‘Vindex’ and read the title, ‘A box on both 
ears to the powers that ought not to be at 
Washington,’ you may be prepared for inco- 
herency.” He mentions also an edition of 
Plutarch’s essay on Superstition, which 
seemed an ordinary Greek book until Mr. 
Fiske’s eye fell on the last sentence of the 
editor’s preface: “I terminate this my preface 
by consigning all Greek scholars to the spe- 
cial care of Beelzebub.” “Oho!” said Mr. 
Fiske, “there’s a cloven foot here; perhaps 
if we explore further we may get a whiff of 
brimstone,” and it was so. 

At the present time a certain western writer 
of this class is sending at intervals to many 
librarics pamphlets called “The universal law 
of forms and signs of character,” a title 
rather attractive to minds of symbolistic lean- 
ings; but it is impossible to get a single co- 
herent thought from the mass of language, 
and there is a curious punning use of words 
which betrays a mental twist, such as knoll- 
edge — knowledge, fall-see false, miasma — 
my-asthma, etc., and when the author re- 
marks that caged animals do not comprehend 
the irony of their situation 

Of the same class is “Oahspe. a new Bible 
in the words of Jehovih and his angel am- 


bassadors A sacred history of the higher 
and lower heavens on earth for the past 24,- 
ooo years. Also a brief history of the pre- 
ceding 55,000 years —a synopsis of the cos- 


mogony of the universe; the labor and glory 
of gods and goddesses in the Etherean heav- 
ens,” etc, On this Bible a community was 
founded by “Faithists” in New Mexico, 
called Shalam, where orphaned and outcast 
children were to be reared in its precepts and 
taught, “at a suitable age,” spirit communion, 
The book is illustrated with weird pictures, 
from originals painted by spirits, and strange 
diagrams. 

Manufacturers often send out very desir- 
able little monographs on the history of their 
special lines, the subjects ranging from va- 
nilla to reaping machines. An author of a 
biography of some ancestor of his own, which 
might never have been written without the 
stimulus of a genealogical interest, may pre- 
sent a copy of it to a number of libraries as 
a pious act. All kinds of pamphlets and pe- 
riodicals from people of all kinds of hobbies 
come to libraries in shoals, and are often val- 
uable to have in the right classification. Then 
there are the political and religious organiza- 
tions, which gladly send their organs to the 
library if they may be placed in the reading 
room. It is a nice question to decide the ex- 
pediency of accepting these gifts on account 
of the apparent partiality in representation. 
Another party or sect may question why you 
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have, say, the Protectionist or the Christian 
Science Journal and not their organs; but 
they ought to be pacified when they learn 
that they, too, might display their papers as a 
gift, provided they were not anarchists or off 
color occultists. Some papers masquerade as 
gifts for a while only to send in a bill later, 
which the library does not necessarily pa 
The next class of library gifts is that 
second-hand books. Various indeed are 
old books that come in; from the generous 
gifts of really desirable and valuable books 
from private collections to the offering of 
ffect, “You take it, I don't 


those who say, in « 
want it.” An old clergyman goes to Mon 
tana to live with his daughter, and, pert 


leaves his books behind him. He would 

to benefit the public library, so he best 
upon it a trunkful of volumes which cost him 
dear during fifty years’ ministry the f 
gotten receptacles of the religious thought of 
those bygone years. Mrs, Thrifty clears het 
attic and discovers a store of old periodicals 
“Not perfect sets, you know, but most of th 
numbers of Harper's, The Century, and 


Outlook for several years. Will the | 


send for them?” One lady offered several 
volumes of Littell’s Living Age to a certain 
library, and the janitor was told to call for 
them. He thought of taking a wheelbart 

along, but decided he would make two jou 

nevs if necessary instead, and carrv the books 
in his arms. He presently appeared with 
seven slim numbers of the periodical, and 


that was all there were of them! A greasy 
little Italian bootblack brings in a copy of the 
“Young acrobat” as an offering on the altar 
of the library, in gratitude for happy hour 
with his borrowed books. An illustrated sub- 
scription book in folio numbers is sent in 
with a message that the donor “began taking 
this book a few years ago,” but dropped it 
before the work was complete. and he knows 
you will be glad to have it as “far as the num- 
bers go” for your library. Sometimes the 
organizers of a new library seek to interest 
the people of a small town in the project by 
soliciting gifts of books, and the harvest they 
reap surprises them. Truly everybody must 
love books, when you see how hard it is for 
them to give away one which anybody would 
care to read. Ancient school-books, sermons 
and moral tales, odd volumes of bound pe- 
riodicals, out-of-date science in Home Libra- 
ries and religious books in great variety of 
mediocrity emerge from dark closets to fill 
the committee’s open arms One library 
reaped as many as twelve copies of “Bringing 
in the sheaves,” reminiscences of an evange- 
list, some years ago when collecting books 
from interested citizens with which to found 
a library. The wonder was, at first, how so 
many copies had been purchased, when it 
was discovered that an aged, but popular 
clergyman, had been the agent for the book, 
and it is evident that his own harvest was 


rich. And do not too lightly dismiss the unde- 
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sirable, believing that the donors will never 
know you did not find their gifts “available.” 
In such at 


1 hour as ye think not a feminine 
visitor will appear and ask for “Sturm’s re 
flections.”’ She has never asked for any 
thing before and you desire to please, so your 
wits are stimulated, and you recollect dimly 
that the title has been seen on an ancient 
book in the storeroom. While you set 

u wonder if “Sturm’s reflections” had 
ilue you know not of, and come back t1 
h 1 


ter under such trying circumstances in having 
“committees of directors” to whom they may 
be referred, and by whom the quality of mercy 
may be strained. certain Massachusetts 


library had an inartistic painting of a home 


stead left it by bequest, in which the cocks 
and hens in the door-yard were the same siz 
as the cow The family of the donor was 

wealthy. This might be only a test of th 


rary’s gratitude before making a more su 
stantial gift, so the committee dallied with 
temptation before it was finally refused a 
place in the art gallery. The | 
amateur, who always takes his work very 
seriously and believes himself a genius whom 
the world of art jealously refuses recognition, 
is ever ready to present his masterpieces t 
a library. Our own little hbrary was offered 
a SIX by four foot pastel of the “Blue grotto 
of Capri” by a day laborer of artistic ambi 
tion, and, though we could not accept it, his 
feelings were saved by hanging it for a short 
time in a back room, to which it imparted an 
air of gloom. Then there are owls. Some 
years ago it was the fashion to have a stuffed 
owl in one’s house. Everybody had an owl 
just as, quite recently, everybody has had an 
Indian’s head somewhere in their rooms. In 
time the owl's day went by; yet the birds 
were just as good as ever. What could be 
done with the owls? Then it occurred to 
some people that it would be appropriate tor 
“Minerva’s bird” to go home to roost in a 
library. Therefore you will find stuffed ow! 
in many a public library, gazing wisely down 
from its high places. 
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sion that one school was discovered which 
cherished the World's Fair number of the 
Youth's Companion for two years, during 
which time it had been lent to more than a 
score of families, and also that a cabin was 
found in which a well-printed picture of a 
coftin was tacked on the wall as the only pic- 
ture the people had. Many things which are 
valueless in a library might be a delight to 
these people. We also have our Philippine 
schools and soldiers to remember with maga- 
zines, elementary text-books and dictionaries, 
which are asked for by teachers and army 
officers in their letters to the states 

Of course the library is often really en- 
riched by the spoils of the hunter among dis 
carded accumulations, and last and least as 
a librarian’s reward ts the latent humor to be 
derived from scanning a lot of old books sent 
in, perhaps, from an attic where they have re- 
posed for fifty years. Treasures sometimes 
come in such assortments, though more often 
they are dreary masses of worthless books. 
Usually some waifs of local interest appear, 
if it is only a volume of religious controversy 
some time published in the town. The amuse- 
ment comes from such books as that by the 
Rev. John Angell James, called “The Widow 
directed to her God,” whose preface intro- 
duces the author as one eminently fitted to 
comfort the bereaved since his first wife, “a 
lady of most estimable character, was early 
taken from him, and his present wife, a per 
son of great amiability, is rapidly, though 
sweetly, passing to the skies.” Then there ts 
the “Peterson familiar science” in the form 
of a catechism, in which it is taught that the 
safest thing a person can do to avoid injury 
from lightning is this: “He should draw his 
bedstead into the middle of his room, commit 
himself to the care of God, and go to bed re- 
membering that our Lord has said, ‘The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered.’” If 
out of doors, it teaches that it is better to be 
wet than dry in a thunder storm. Why? 
“Because wet clothes form a better conductor 
than the Auids in our body, and therefore 
lightning would pass down our wet clothes 
without touching our body at all.” The italics 


furnish the instructive emphasis. This Peter- 
son text-book went through many editions, 
and is still used for instruction in a Bermuda 
convent 

Che librarian is sometimes personally fa- 
vored with gifts, much as a country minister 
is treated by his parishioners with preserves, 
fresh vegetables, fruits and flowers. Alto- 
gether the gifts which come in recognition 
of the courtesy and helpfulness experienced 
by the giver from the library attendants 
bring the pleasantest encouragement, to fol- 
low St. Paul's injunction to be “willing 
to communicate, ready to distribute.” which 
might appropriately be chosen for the libra- 
rian's motto ANGELINE Scott, 
Librarian South Norwalk (Ct.) Public Li- 
brary 


THE PURCHASE OF CURRENT FIC- 
TION FOR LIBRARIES OF LIM- 
ITED MEANS.* 


CuHarLtes DupLtey WARNER once remarked 
regarding our New England weather that 
there had been more said and less done about 
it than about any other subject within his 
knowledge. If he could have narrowed his 
observation at the time to the restricted 
sphere of those concerned in the management 
and administration of public libraries, I be 
lieve he would have made an exception of 
the still-vexed question of fiction and its lim 
itations 

Sut since the New York Times Saturday 
Review, by subtracting 61.8 from 75.5 finds 
that Mr. Dana has reduced the circulation of 
fiction in the Springfield City Library to the 
extent of 24 per cent. in a year showing an 
increased total of circulation, we must con 
clude that something has at last been done 
about it, with very gratifying results 

In the face of this situation, it may be said 
that never have we seen a larger crop of 
novels than during the past autumn and 
winter. As Thomas Carlyle found it seventy 
years ago, so in still greater measure do we 
find it — “still does the Press toil; innumera 
ble Paper-makers, Compositors, Printers’ 
Devils, Bookbinders, and Hawkers grown 
hoarse with loud proclaiming, rest not from 
their labors; and still, in torrents, rushes on 
the great array of Publications, unpausing, to 
their final home; and still Oblivion, like the 
Grave, cries, Give! Give!” 

It is quite probable that Thomas Carlyle, 
if he were with us to-day in his customary 
atrabilious mood, would have us place in 
our public libraries only the few books, which 
Oblivion has not swallowed, thereby, no 
doubt, accomplishing the result of “the great 
est good to the smallest number” and leaving 
an unselect and indiscriminate many to thx 
tender mercies of the newspapers and thx 
penny-dreadfuls Something like this the 
Librarian of Congress proposes when he 
prescribes as an antidote for the use of fic 
tion the exclusion of novels less than a year 
old 

The purchase of current fiction by libra 
ries of limited means must, of course, depend 
on the importance which is placed on the 
issue of any fiction at all. The same condi 
tion would govern the purchase of fiction by 
a library of unlimited means. The beneficial 
and restraining influence of poverty, how 
ever, gives to the library of limited means 
the doubtful advantage of being forced to 
buy the best, which advantage sifts itself 
down to a convenient and equivocal excuse 
for refusing frequent urgent demands to buy 
the poorest 

In order to discuss this question intelli- 


gently, or even to discuss it at all, we must 


* Paper read at meeting of Connecticut Library 


Association, New Haven, eb. 26, 1902 
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necessarily determine what restrictions shall is the libra 1 wi especially in libraries 
be placed on the purchase of fiction by public of limited Irces ’ : t devote the time 
libraries of both limited and unlimited means to reading ev nove der consideration for 
Should the attitude of such libraries towards purchase, and w ! opinion, never 
the circulation of fiction be antagonistic or ought to unde ‘ a task 
friendly? Shall we pride ourselves on th The busy hi in eds such helps and 
issue of Mr. Dooley’s dialect slang or even guides in the purchase of fiction ; ed only 
Mr. Bangs’ more prolific humor, because they been provided in a very ed scope by the 
bear the magic number 817 which places them —Leypoldt and Hes’ “List of | s for gi ind 
outside the pale of fiction and on the same women.” Selected t without ann , 
level in the grand total with John Fiske’s — tion or crit n are be ni ne: but 
historical and philosophical works? Shall the clear-cut, brief and fran ticism in the 
we at the same time refuse to deliver to the list I have referred to see: to me a better 
public Mr. Churchill's “Crisis,” or Miss John guide for the librarian than any other I know 
ston’s “Audrey,” or even Mr. Hornung’s “At if 
large,” for the simple reason that they are Much may be learned, too, f: juiet, un 
not a year old, and Mr, Putnam says we cbtrusive observation at the delivery d i 
must? I, for one, certainly hope not the library Those in charg ft depart 
The average circulation of fiction in a free ment should be able. by on 
public library represents numerically three- and by such 7 : . may 
fourths of the issue of books of all kinds. volunteer regarding novels. t uch 
[his means, roughly speaking, that the taste that may be of value in tl i 
and choice of three-fourths of those who use the librarv. The s and the f tl 
the library is thus indicated. Speaking only critical judgment large proj f the 
of free public libraries of a general character, novel-readers of brary, 1 learned 
it must be asserted that, whether they are’ by the simple observation of an intellig 
dependent on public funds for support or not, deliverer of books. In many « t will be 
they are avowedly the servants of the public, found that the mere fact that a certain person 
and must recognize the taste and choice of asks for a certain book is a geod and f 
those whom they attempt to serve. Fven in ficient reason for buying it, :f | ble 
this view of the case, however, we cannot No library of limited means can expect to 
say that we have reduced cur problem to provide a sufficiently large number of 
mathematical demonstration by asserting that of a deservedly popular novel to supply the 
three-fourths of our purchases in number of constant demand for it The aim in wh 
volumes should be fiction I know of one’ purchases should be to buy as many cop 
library at least, of limited means, which as can be actually worn out during the “run 


keeps its circulation of fiction at 75 per cent. 
whose current purchases of fiction are less 
than one-third of its total purchases of all 
kinds in number of volumes. 

Assuming then, that this proportion in vol- 
umes, and probably much less in money value, 
gives a fair estimate of what should be done 
in deference to the demand of the public, we 
have gone as far towards the solution of our 
problem as mathematics will take us. And 
that is not very far, after all: it is yet but a 
mere question of quantity, without regard to 
quality; and quality is, after all, the main 
consideration. How are we to reach that 
censorship which shall determine just what 
novels are suitable for circulation by our li- 
braries? By what process shall we apply that 
recently adopted library term “evaluation” to 
our fiction, and when applied, how shall we 
act upon it? There is much to be said on this 
subject —too much for my present limits; 
and when all is said, we shall, I believe, have 
left us the problem of evaluating evaluation. 
There are the reviews, for example; some of 
them fairly reliable; yet one review of this 
class will sometimes praise a novel which 
another will condemn. Then there is the 
volunteer reading committee, composed of 
persons who know what suits their own 


tastes and views of literary merit far better 
than they know what is best adapted to the 
needs of a general public library. 


Then there 


of the book. This can only be don 
by watching the demand, 
merit, and adding new copies gradually And 
in replacing worn out copi f older fiction 


deter 


something can usually be saved by determin 
ing whether it is wise to replace them at all 
I believe that it will often be found w to 
devote the money to new books, for I ven 
ture to make the assertion that American tv 

tion especially is improving, on the whole 


both in its literary and artistic features, though 


we often hear a wail over the absence of the 
“good old days” —a wail which each t 
sive generation exercises the exclusive rneht 
of raising. 

Fiction has been with us since the begin 
ning of the world and will doubtl remain 
to the end. The child asks for it as soon a 
he can speak and reason, and the old man 
loves it in the parables of the New Testa 


ment and as many books and parts of books 
of the Old Testament as the higher criticism 
mav select, and through the wonderful drama: 


of Shakespeare down to the novel pure and 
simple. As librarians, then, we fail if we re 
gard the issue of fiction as an evil which we 
are forced to tolerate and reduce to a mim 


a perfectly 
which it is 
in its due 


mum, when we should regard it as 
legitimate function of our libraries 
our duty to study and provide for 
proportion. JONATHAN TRUMBULL, 
Librarian Otis Library, Norwich, Ct 
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THE NEW NET PRICE SYSTEM AND 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES.* 


\r the outset the fact must be insisted 
upon that there is no antagonism between 
publishers and booksellers on the one hand 
and librarians on the other. There was a 
time, in the early days of the library move 
ment, when booksellers and perhaps publish- 
ers looked askance at public libraries, con- 
sidering that for every book sold to a public 
library five might have been sold to private 
purchasers were there no public libraries. 
Leaving out of the account the large number 
of school duplicates bought by libraries and 
reference books which private persons would 
never purchase, publishers and _ booksellers 
will now generally concede, I think, that the 
circulation of books by public libraries still 
further increases their trade by implanting 
the minds of readers a desire to possess 
their own private collections of books. Every- 
where that the public library goes it induces 
1 love for books, but no public library takes 
the place of private libraries. Almost any 
local bookseller will agree that the public h 
brary in his town has greatly stimulated the 
purchase of books by private individuals. 

Again, the interests of publishers, booksell- 
ers librarians are one, in that all three 
wish to perpetuate the existence of the local 
bookstore. The American Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation has announced that the purpose of the 
adoption of the new net price system is the 
saving of the local bookstore from annihila- 
tion by the department store. The book de 
partment of the department store in many 
cases sold its wares at less than cost in order 
that it might attract trade to other depart- 
ments. Ihis proved demoralizing to the trade 
and ruinous in its consequences to the local 
bookseller, who had to eke out his existence 
hy selling not simply stationery and news 
papers, but sometimes also tobacco, cigars and 
candy. Book departments of the department 
tores in most cases carry only the frothy 
books of the hour, whereas local dealers can, 
if well supported, carry a well-rounded stock. 
With the transference of the principal busi- 
ness from local dealers who offer worthy 
books to the great bazaars, where books that 
ought never to be bought by any one are sold 
by the cord, the standard of purchases has 
been lowered and public taste correspondingly 
lized. Through the adoption of the 


demofra 
net price system, by which publishers are 
forbidden to furnish books to dealers who 
i] at less than net price (with 10 per cent 
dis it to libraries), the local bookseller has 
an equal chance with the department store, 
and can thus regain the trade which had been 
diverted from his establishment to the de 
partment store. I have always believed that 
if bookstores of high grade, such, for ex 
the Old Corner Bookstore in Bos 


se 


ample 
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ton, could be planted throughout the country 
in every town of any considerable size, they 
would do an educational work for their com- 
munities only less important than that done 
by the public libraries. In my own work I 
therefore follow the principle that wherever 
it is possible to secure service approximately 
as prompt, intelligent and cheap from the 
local bookstore as from the metropolitan job 
ber the former should have the library trade 

As stated, the American Publishers’ As- 
sociation announced that almost their sole 
reason for adopting the net price system was 
the protection of the local bookseller, and that 
they did not expect to make a general in- 
crease in the prices of books. The publica 
tion in the January Liprary JOURNAL and in 
the February Public Libraries of the letter ot 
Mr. Gifford, of the Cambridge Public Li 
brary, to the American Publishers’ Associa- 
tion, enumerating a large number of series 
on which there have been substantial ad- 
vances in price, has made it unnecessary for 
me to collect that matter independently or to 
treat this part of the subject at any great 
length. It is sufficient to refer to his table. 
which shows that seven of the most prominent 
publishers have made an average increase in 
the net cost of their publications of 24 per 
cent. This advance is calculated on series 
in which comparison can be made, and the 
assumption is that it is general throughout 
their lists. Analyzing this list we find that the 
per cent. of increased cost to libraries runs 
from 12 per cent. advance in the case of one 
item to a 36 per cent. advance in the case of 
three items. When it was first brought to the 
attention of publishers that there had been an 
advance in the cost to libraries, the publishers 
took refuge in the excuse that there had been 
an increased cost in paper stock, in labor and in 
advertising. It seems unlikely, however, that 
they will maintain that there has been an 
average advance of 24 per cent. in the cost of 
production. From the point of view of the 
librarian, this increased cost in the price of 
books appears to have been in large part an 
advance made for the benefit of the publisher 
himself, rather than for the much-beloved 
local bookseller. This is a serious matter to 
libraries. It simply means that with present 
appropriations libraries must buy 25 per cent 
fewers books than in the past. City councils 
are ordinarily much more likely to reduce ap- 
propriations than they are to increase them 
Every live library is constantly trying to get 
more and more readers. In turn the demands 
of those readers are such that a larger and 
larger number of books must be bought each 
year to satisfy them. But this action of the 
publishers at once reduces by 25 per cent. our 
ability to supply the demand, provided it is 
no larger than that of last year, to say noth 
ing of meeting progressively increased de- 
mands 

If the local library associations throughout 
the country and the A. L. A. at its coming 
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meeting unite in protesting against this. un- 
warranted advance in prices, the effect of 
which is to cripple library efficiency, it 1s pos 
sible that the publishers will give us relief 


if not, provision must be made to meet the 
condition as well as possible. In this con- 
nection attention should be cz to Mr 


Dewey's letter in The Publishers’ Weekly ot 
Jan, 18, in which he makes suggestions for a 
line of action, although I do not sympathize 
with Mr. Dewey in his oft-repeated proposals 
to eliminate local booksellers by selling books 
through libraries. 

To paraphrase his language, Mr. Dewey 
says in this letter: Without any disposition 
to boycott any particular publisher, it is in 
evitable that librarians will choose most lib- 
erally, other things being equal, from the lists 
of publishers who have not made inordinate 
advances in their prices on the pretext of 
helping the local booksellers. Mr. Dewey's 
other suggestions of buying second-hand 
books, completing sets and making larger 1m- 
portations are all timely, and in fact repre 
sent exactly what I have personally been 
doing since the adoption of the new rule. In 
wy own library, after buying requested books 
ind current books, the lack of which would 
obviously lay the library open to the criti- 
cism of not being up to date, I have devoted a 
laree part of our book fund to buying books 
from second-hand, remainder and auction cat 
alogs, to replacements and especially to 1m 
portations. 

Judging from my own observations, libra- 
rians do not make sufficient use of catalogs 
of remainders. Every year it is possible from 
remainder catalogs, chiefly English, to buy at 
one-third to one-half price books published 
the year before, and then considered too ex 


pensive. There are large numbers of books 
which it is not at all necessary to have as 


soon as published, but which even though 
bought a year or so after publication are of 
the utmost value to libraries. These can be 
bought in practically new condition from re 
mainder catalogs. The same is true in the 
case of purchases made through such auction 
houses as Bangs of New York and Lib bie of 
Boston. Partly because English books are al 
most always better printed on better paper 
(if not in all cases quite so well bound) it is 
a wise policy for libraries to make large im 
portations rather than to confine their pur 
chases to books of domestic manufacture 
New fiction of course more when im 
ported than if bought at home: but in the 
1 large number of other pro 
vided one can wait six weeks or two months, 
it is possible to get an edition equally good 
and frequently better, put down in New York 
at a lower price than the p wath Bea edition 
can be bought. On this point I wish to give 
a few instances. One book not on Mr. Gif 
ford’s list is John Fiske’s “Life everlasting.” 
“Destiny of man” 


Mifflin 


costs 


case ot book KS, 


published 1 uniform with the 
by Houghton, 


and “The idea of God,” 
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& Co. The latter books were listed at $1 

and cost hbraries O7c. ear h The torm 


though having fewer pages than either of the 


others, was published at $1 net and thus cost 
libraries ox Phe same bo 1s n the 
London Macmillan’s list at 3s. 6d., and 
would, therefore, cost delivered in New \ 

74c. Other ces are the volumes in “Our 
European neighbor serie | hed by P 

nam at $1.20 net, and thus costing lbrartes 
$1.08; but these bool ire on the list ot 
George Newnes at 3s. 6d., and thus cost the 


library 74c¢., a saving of 34c. on each vo 

ume Dodd, Mead & ¢ have just made a 
“special library offer” of a set of Helmholtz’s 
“History of the world,” in 8 volumes, at 
$4.80 per volume But Heinemann’s price 1s 


15 shillings net, or $3.75 per vo Phis 
trifle of $8.40 difference on the set is quite 
worth saving Brandes’ “Main curren i 
19th century literature,” to be in six volumes 


is listed by Macmillan at $2.25 net per vol 
ume, and so will cost tl 
Again it is Heinmann wh 
lings, or a total of $9 for the ct 
series on Mr. Gifford’s list are the “ 


of the nations” and the “Stories of the na 
tions” (both Putnam). Each volume in each 
series costs us if bought at home $1.22; but 
the former may be had from Putnam's | 
don house at 5 shillings, and the latter ot 
Unwin at the same price —a saving of 17 
or 14 per cent. in each case. A series needed 


by all public libraries is the “Library ot us 
ful stories.” This was published by Appleton 
at goc. per volume and cost libraries 27 
Their price is now 35c. net and the cost t 
libraries is 32c. But volumes may be had 
¥rom Newnes at 1 shilling each, or 21 i 
saving of 34 per cent. The volumes of the 
“World’s epoch makers” on Scribner's list at 
$1 25 when ordered from a domest! dealet 
cost &4c.; but if imported from T. & lr. Clark, 
of Edinburgh, who list them at 3 shillings, cost 
but 63c. —a saving of 25 per cent. Harper's 
publications of 1902 include Hensman’s “Ce 
cil Rhodes” at $5 net, costing the hbrary 
$4.50. If obtained from Blackwood by in 
portation the price of I2s 6d. net brings the 


cost down to $3.13 —a reduction of 30 pet 
cent. The new edition of “Chambers’ cycl 
pedia of English literature” is listed by Ly 
200 tt at $15 net, and so will cost hbra 
$13.50. If imported the total will be ats. 6d 


aving of 42 per. cel 
Though it is not safe to order thi 
English in preference to the American ed 
tion with the expectation of saving money 
since some of the latter are published at a 
lower price, yet examples lik those just men 
tioned could be multiplied and if 1s true that 
large sums may be saved to a library by im 
portation This might still be true even 
should the Publishers’ Association readjust 
its prices or its discounts to libraries. At the 
same time the discrepancy 1s now so gre it 
as, under the present circumstances, ton 
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it decidedly worth while to read the English 
publishers’ journals and catalogs with great 
care 

But, the American publisher and bookseller 
objects, you waste more in time spent in fig- 
uring out your saving on English publications 
than you save in money. It may be answered 
that where the library appropriation for books 
is small the librarian frequently has more 
time to devote to such matters than he has 
money to spend for books In the case of a 
large library, where the book appropriation 
is extensive, I believe that the saving, even 
though slight in some cases, would when 
spread over the large number of accessions 
be sufficient to make it worth while for the 
library to employ as the chief of its order 
department one who is thoroughly alive to 
the advantages of saving in this way 

Our own local bookseller has viewed with 
alarm the decrease in his orders through 
their transference to second-hand dealers, and 
especially to importing houses. He tells me 
that the publishers are planning to stop all 
this by withdrawing from libraries the priv- 
ilege of free importation. Of course we know 
that in these days the lobby is very powerful, 
yet the public library has so come to be re- 
garded as a part of the educational system of 
every community that it is unlikely that any 
association of publishers could carry through 
Congress a measure to put such “a tax on 
knowledge.” Even if they could receive con- 
gressional favor, it is in the highest degree 
probable that a president who in his first 
message showed so great apnreciation of pub- 
lic libraries would veto such a measure 

It almost goes without saying that if equit- 
able conditions could be arranged libraries 
would prefer to buy American editions. This 
new system has little effect upon fiction, but 
then I am one of those who are hoping that 
Emerson's rule as restated by Mr. Putnam 
will soon be the order of the day, and that 
the question of buying new fiction will short- 
ly be eliminated. Mr. Putnam’s plan pro- 
vides that new fiction purchases being dis- 
continued, the library shall undertake to sup- 
ply the most important class books imme- 
diately on publication. To do that would 
necessitate the buying of American editions 
at once without waiting for remainder or 
auction catalogs, and without having recourse 
to importations. This condition of affairs is 
greatly to be desired, and it is hoped that the 
American Publishers’ Association will recog- 
nize that the libraries are customers of suffi- 
cient importance to take steps to hold their 
trade. 

To sum up, let us ask why librarians apply 
to publishers for a more equitable adjust- 
ment of prices, or if not that, then for larger 
discounts. Is it because libraries are philan- 
thropic institutions, and for that reason de- 
serve special consideration? By no means. 
Our reasons are based solely on business 
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principles. In the first place, libraries taken 
collectively and in many cases individually 
are large purchasers, the business is steady 
and sure and all accounts are good; secondly, 
public libraries foster larger and larger pri- 
vate purchases, and thus make business for 
publishers and booksellers; thirdly, the re- 
duction of their ability to buy enough to sup 
ply needs cripples their usefulness, discredits 
them locally and thus sooner or later will 
surely decrease the volume of their pur- 
chases; fourthly, it will compel them to re- 
duce the purchases of current net books to a 
minimum, and devote available funds to pur- 
chases from second-hand, remainder and auc- 
tion catalogs, and especially to importations 
It may be assumed that publishers want the 
library trade. It seems to me that by the 
continuance of this system they are pursuing 
the best possible course to defeat that end 
This is distinctly not an appeal. It is simply 
a plain statement of conditions, their effects 
on libraries and the means proposed for re« 
lief, provided the publishers persist in their 
present course. We await their action with 
interest Georce F. BowerMANn, 
Wilmington (Del.) Institute Free Library 


ONTARIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Tue second annual meeting of the Ontario 
Library Association will be held at Toronto 
on Easter Monday and Tuesday, March 31 
and April 1. Sessions will be held in Castle 
Memorial Hall of McMaster University. The 
morning of March 31 will be devoted to 
business, reports of committees, and three 
papers —“The value of a public library to 
a community,” by J. Davis Barnett, of Strat 
ford; “Some difficulties I have met in libra- 
ry work,” by Miss Scott, of Owen Sound; 
“Public documents of Canada and Ontario,” 
by W. George Eakins. In the evening the 
president’s address will be delivered, fol- 
lowed by an address on “Library buildings,” 
probably by W. R. Eastman, of New York. 
Tuesday morning a visit will be made to the 
Legislative Library and the libraries of Tor- 
onto and Victoria Universities, followed by a 
session at which papers will be read by Miss 
Carnochan, of Niagara, on “Vicissitudes of a 
library during fifty years,” and Miss Rowe, of 
Brockville, on “Some useful methods in a 
small library.” For the closing, afternoon, 
session, the program is as follows: “The 
training of librarians in this province,” by E. 
A. Hardy, Lindsay; “Canadian literature — 
fiction, periodicals,” by L. J. Burpee, Otta- 
wa; “How to secure the passing of a free 
public library by-law.” 

The officers of the association are: Presi- 
dent, James Bain, Jr., Public Library, Tor- 
onto; secretary, E. A. Hardy, Public Library, 
Lindsay; treasurer, A. B. Macallum, Cana- 
cian Institute, Toronto. 
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THE REID MEMORIAL LIBRARY, 
PASSAIC, N. J. 


Tue Reid Memorial Library, now in process 
of erection in Passaic, N. J., is the gift of 
Mr. Peter Reid, of that city, im memory of 
his wife, Jane Watson Reid. 

It is located in the heart of the manufac- 
turing district known as Dundee, the field of 
many of Mrs. Reid’s good works 

The style of architecture adopted is the 
Ionic Greek, simple and dignified, which can 
not fail in its refining and uplifting influence 
upon the crowded and squalid life in that 
part of the city. Bedford limestone, with a 
granite base, are the materials used in the ex- 
terior. The main feature of the fagade is the 
engaged colonnade, flanked on each side by a 
wing containing a reading room, over the 
windows of which are medallions with sym- 
bolical carvings of stone. On the main floor 
are: the delivery room, 24x 26 ft., which is 
lighted by a skylight; a children’s room and a 
main reading room, each 22x 37 ft. in size. 
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Around the w ills if the reading rooms are 


built bookcases of quartercut oak four feet 
high 

The stack room is in the rear of the de 
livery room and dire tly opposite the en 


trance. This room will be furnished with metal 
stacks having space for 27.000 volumes, and 
with tables and chairs for the convenience of 


persons using the reference department. The 
cataloging room and the librarian’s office are 
also on this floor, which has been laid out 
with the especial object of promoting econ- 
omy of administration. The rooms are con- 


necting, and the partitions between the de- 
livery room and the reading rooms are of 
glass, in order to facilitate supervision by the 


attendant 

On the second floor is the lecture hall, de 
signed to accommodate 350 person rhere 
are also on this tloor rooms which may be 
utilized as special collection rooms, meeting 
rooms, etc. The exterior and first floor plan 
are shown elsewhere, and the second floor 


plan is here presented: 
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In the basement are located the heating and 
ventilating apparatus, coal room, repairing 
room, receiving room; an apartment consist- 
ing of living room, dining room, two bed- 
rooms, bath, kitchen and pantries for the 
use of the caretaker; and a newspaper and 
men’s club room, where smoking will be 
permitted. The building is strictly fireproof, 
and nothing but the best materials and equip- 
ment will enter into its construction, the de- 
sire being that the Reid Memorial shall rep- 
resent the best type of a modern medium- 
sized library. 

Dundee, where there is everything for such 
a library to do, is a little world by itself. The 
Botany Mill. alone, one of many, has 3600 
employes. And with these great ugly struc- 
tures have come the Slav, the Hungarian, the 
Pole, the Italian, and the Jew, bringing with 
them their native institutions, They have their 
own doctors, their priests, pastors and rabbis, 
their banks, their churches and fraternal or- 
ganizations In the congested, ill-smelling 
tenements where they live their children are 
born and here is their children’s playground, 
But while the foreign-born parents cling to 
their native customs and traditions the chil- 
dren will have none of it. They want to be 
Americans 

There has been a branch of the main library 
in Dundee since 1895, when a reading room 
was opened in a store as an experiment. Its 
success was assured from the first, and the 
demands upon the library’s slender resources 
grew at an alarming rate 

With .ne $2000 donated by Mr. Reid books 
were purchased and a children’s room opened, 
where ever since there has been a daily at- 
tendance of from 100 to 200 children. It is 
not an unusual thing for the visitor to find 
every chair and every inch of available floor 
space occupied, and as the two simple require- 
ments — cleanliness and order —are rigidly 
enforced, there has been a marked change 
for the better in the appearance of the chil- 
dren as well as in the streets and the neigh- 
boring back vards It is told that “Jesse 
James,” the leader of a “gang” of street 
Arabs, who is still serving out his sentence 
of two years’ banishment from the library, 
says “there is nothin’ doin’, fer the fellers is 
all inside readin’ fairy tales.” In place of 
this once popular organization whose motto 
was, “If youse is tough enough youse kin be- 
long,” has grown the “American Boys’ Club,” 
with an insatiable demand for hero tales 
which the library endeavors in vain to supply, 

It is to this spirit of Americanism that the 
new library will minister. As the branch li- 
brary in its inadequate way has fostered it, 
so the new Reid Memorial, with its adequate 
equipment, will perform the same service with 
a much greater measure of power, and will, it 
is hoped, have no small part in converting 
Dundee into a section of the city, where 
sturdy patriotism, moral uprightness, and 
good citizenship shall prevail. 
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THE PATERSON (N. J.) PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 


Tue Public Library of Paterson, New Jer- 
sey, housed in the recently enlarged and im- 
proved Danforth library building, was totally 
destroyed on Feb, 8 by a fierce fire that raged 
in the heart of the city and reduced to ashes 
property estimated at ten millions of dollars. 
The building and its contents were entirely 
destroyed, the only books saved being those 
that were at the time in the hands of bor- 
rowers. Almost immediately after the catas- 
trophe the library trustees received a letter 
from Mrs. Mary E. Ryle, of Paterson, the 
giver of the Danforth library building, offer- 
ing to give the sum of $100,000 for a new 
building, which should serve, as the former 
had done, as a memorial to her father, Charles 
Danforth. Mrs. Ryle’s offer was presented 
at the meeting of the library trustees on Feb 
18, and was accepted with expressions of sin- 
cere gratitude. The trustees will receive 
about $77,700 as insurance on the old building 
and its contents, and this, in addition to Mrs 
Ryle’s generous gift, will make possible the 
erection of a modern and adequate building, 
far better adapted to its purpose than the for- 
mer structure, which had been originally a 
residence. The new building will be erected 
upon a site at Broadway and Auburn street 

It will be a difficult and tedious work to 
build up a collection equalling that destroyed. 
Some of the volumes can never be replaced — 
notably the bound files of early New Jersey 
newspapers. The library contained in all 
about 40,000 books, on which an insurance 
of $35,000 was carried; of course a consider 
able proportion were in circulation, and these 
will make the nucleus of the new cellection. 
It is hoped to shortly secure temporary quar- 
ters, which will be used for reading room and 
circulating department until the completion 
of the new building. The trustees hope to 
have a library of 10,000 volumes in working 
order within three months. 


NEW BUILDING FOR THE BOSTON 
ATHENAZUM 


THE trustees of the Boston Athenzum have 
issued in pamphlet form announcement and 
specifications regarding the new library build- 
ing, which it is proposed to erect on Newbury 
and Arlington streets, Boston. Plans will be 
secured through a mixed competition, in 
which ten architects have been invited and 
have agreed to participate, others being also 
at liberty to enter. The plans submitted will 
be judged by a jury consisting of the building 
committee, the professional adviser (Edgar 
V. Seeler, of Philadelphia), and the president 
of the Athenzeum, and selection will be made 
by majority vote. Plans must be sent in on 
or before April 30, 1902. 

The site chosen is a corner plot, 112 x 120 
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in dimensions, overlooking the public garden. 
The building is to be of fireproof construc- 
tion, and is to cost $320,000, exclusive of 
lighting, heating, stack, equipment, etc \ 
schedule of rooms desired is given, which in 
cludes stack room for 300,000 v., requiring 
37,500 linear feet of shelving, seven shelves 
to each story; periodical and newspaper read- 
ing room; delivery room, with seating space 
for 20 persons and space for 2200 linear feet 
of shelving, alcove or gallery; general read- 
ing room, with 3500 linear feet of shelving, to 
open from stack; reference room; cataloging 
room, opening into reference room; conver- 
sation room: trustees’ room; librarian’s 
room; map and atlas room; special study and 
reading rooms; document room; art room, 
exhibition room; and rooms for storage, du- 
plicates, bound newspapers, staff, and admin 
istrative purposes. 


CONSOLIDATION OF BROOKLYN 
LIBRARIES 
Tue bill providing for the merging of the 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) Library with the Brooklyn 
Public Library, introduced into the New York 


State legislature by Assemblyman John Hill 
Morgan on Feb. 6, has met with opposition 
from a minority of the directors of the Public 
Library and others, and has not yet been 
passed. It is modelled upon the merging and 
organizing act upon which the New York 


Public Library was created, providing for an 
independent library corporation with a board 
of 25 directors, of whom 11 shall be appointed 
by the mayor from the board of directors of 
the Public Library, and 11 from the trustees 
of the Brooklyn Library, the other three be 
ing ex-officio, the controller, and 
president of the borough of Brookl All 
vacancies are to be filled by the board, this 
provision, creating a self-perpetuating body, 
being the one to which most objection 
been made, The bill was drawn in consulta 
tion with members of the Public Library and 
Brooklyn Library boards, and was approved 
by the city controller and other It 
passed the lower house of the Assembly on 
Feb. 19 by a vote of 79 to 40, and then be- 
came a center of discussion and controversy 
The opposition was largely on the part of a 
small minority of the directors of the Public 
Library, and was based mainly upon the neces- 
sary reduction in the number of directors pro- 
vided from that library, and upon the self-per 
petuating feature. At a meeting of the Public 
Library board on Feb. 18 resolutions denounc 
ing the bill were introduced by A H. East- 
mond, but were voted down by a vote of 14 to 
s. A later meeting to consider the matter was 
held on March 1. when the report of the law 
committee was presented, approving of the 
bill on the whole, and recommending several 
minor amendments. The report of the com- 
mittee was adopted by a vote of 14 to At 
a special meeting of the Bro klvn Democrat 
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IN MEMORY OF EDWARD EDWARDS. 


Own February 7 there was unveiled by Dr. 
Richard Garnett, at Niton, in the Isle of 
Wight, a monument raised by Thomas Green- 
wood, the Free Libraries historian, in com- 
memoration of the life-work of Edward Ed- 
wards, the pioneer of the free libraries move- 
ment in England. Edward Edwards, who 
was born in 1812 and died in 1886, may be 
said to have been “discovered” at the British 
Museum Library He was at all events a 
frequenter there, and ultimately, in 1839, an 
appointment was found for him there, as as- 
sistant in the department of printed books. 
He only held it for a short time, but it had 
the result of opening his eyes to the want 
that existed for libraries to which the public 
could have free and unrestricted access. He 
made it the work of his life to do something 
to remedy*the existing deficiencies in that re- 
spect, and he was fortunate in securing the 
co-operation of William Ewart and Joseph 
Brotherton, who both had seats in the House 
of Commons. Mr. Ewart’s efforts were suc- 
cessful in obtaining the appointment of the 
committee on public libraries, and he it was 
who drafted and introduced into Parliament 
the Free Public Libraries Act of 1850. It 
became law during the same session. Ed- 
wards was the moving spirit of the move- 
ment and of the committee, and his was the 
pioneer work of which the English public 
now reap the liberal harvest. The Manches- 
ter Free Library was the first institution of 
its kind which came into existence under the 
new act, and Edward Edwards was made its 
chief librarian. In this capacity he did useful 
service of more than local value for seven 
years, and he did good work in other ways 
besides, while his pen was selc on idle when 
there was anything to be advanced by its aid 
in the matter of free libraries.* He resigned 
his office in 1858, and for several years he 

was engaged in cataloging the library of 
Queen’s College, Oxford. 

It seems curious that while it was an Ed- 
ward Edwards who did the pioneer work of 
the free libraries movement in England, it 
is a Passmore Edwards who, for many years 
past, has followed it up with a substantial 
support and an unobtrusive munificence, 
which have helped to make its work — at least, 
so far as Greater London is concerned —a 
reality and a pillar of educational strength to 
thousands upon thousands 


Among | his published works are “Free town li- 
weal * “Memoirs of libraries, including a hand- 
book of library economy,” “Lives of the founders, 
augmentors and other benefactors of the Brit 
ish Museum, 1570-1870, “Comparative tables of 
schemes which have been proposed for the classifi- 
cation of human knowledge,”’ “Synoptical tables of 
the records of the realm,”’ and “Chapters of the bio- 
graphical history of the French Ax ademy, " “Account 


of American libraries” for Trubner’s “Biographical 
guide to American literature,”’ 1858, and the article 
on “New a in the eighth edition of the “Ency- 
clopedia 


ritannica. 


LEATHER FOR BOOKBINDING-* 

Dr. Parker, who was a member of the 
committee of the Society of Arts that re- 
ported on leather for bookbinding in the Jour- 
nal of the Society, July, 1901 (see L. J., Sep- 
tember, 1901, p. 681-684), recently contributed 
to the Journal of the Society a paper detailing 
the various investigations which were carried 
on by sub-committees, and on which the main 
committee based its report. Dr. Parker says 
that “every statement and recommendation 
made in the report, the grounds for those 
statements, and the experimental and prac- 
tical work on which they are based, were 
confirmed by each individual member of the 
sub-committee, so that these conclusions can- 
not, as has been stated by some critics, be 
considered as being simply the ‘opinions or 
fads of professional men.’” 

One of the facts that impressed the sub- 
committee very forcibly was the number of 
disguises under which ordinary sheepskin 
masqueraded. “We found books bound, nom- 
inally, in levant morocco, straight grain mo- 
rocco, pigskin, calfskin, crocodile and_alli- 
gator leathers, which leathers, on close micro- 
scopic examination, were found to be the or- 
dinary common sheepskin, on which had 
been stamped, probably by electrotype rollers, 
the special grains and markings of the skins 
they were got up to imitate. In many cases 
both the bookbinders and the librarians had 
bought these leathers under the impression 
that they were buying the genuine article, the 
buyers having probably been tempted by the 
low price which would naturally be charged 
in a case of this sort.” 

Dr. Parker recommends that librarians, 
when they really desire high class work, put 
in their specifications the following: “That 
the leather must be of pure sumach tannage; 
secondly, that no mineral acids must have 
been used in any process connected with the 
manufacture of the leather; and thirdly — 
also an important point —that the skins used 
must not have been pared down or split to 
paper thickness.” 

A paper on “The fastness to light of leath- 
ers dyed with coal tar colors” is contributed 
by Mr. Charles Lamb to the Journal of the 
Society of Chemical Industry for Feb. 15, in 
which are described the results of experi- 
ments with reference to the fastness to light, 
made on 1500 small pieces of sumach tanned 
leather dyed with coal-tar dyestuffs, each 
piece with its own special dyestuff. The ex- 
periments were carried on in a glass house of 
the Royal Botanical Society of London, in Re- 
gent’s Park. At the end of 13 months all the 
colors had gone, many of them in a much 
shorter time. In the same issue of the Jour- 
nal there appears an interesting “Analysis of 
some new tanning materials,” by F. Austyn 
Blockey 


Parker, Leather for ‘bookbinding (In Jour- 
nal of Society of Arts, Nov. 29, 1901, 50:25-35-) 
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BI-STATE LIBRARY MEETING, AT- 
LANTIC CITY, N, J.. MARCH 14-17 


THE sixth annual meeting of the Pennsy! 
vania Library Club and the New Jersey Li 
brary Association was held at Atlantic City, 
N. J., March 14-17, 1902. There was an at 
tendance of about 100, including representa- 
tives from New York, Massachusetts, Wash 
ington, Delaware, Maryland, and other states 
The A. L. A. Publishing Board's special com 
mittee on catalog rules held extended confer- 
ences, and there was an interesting informal 
meeting to consider the effect of the present 
system of net prices upon the purchase of 
books by libraries. The meeting was not so 
large as the ene of last year, and numerous 
changes from the program, as printed, were 
made, owing to the absence of expected 
speakers; but it proved a thoroughly success 
ful one. The Grand Atlantic Hotel had again 
been chosen as headquarters, and the sessions 
were held in its large assembly room 

The first session was held on the evening 
of Friday, March 15, under the auspices of 
the Pennsylvania Library Club. The presi 
dent of the club, Dr. Morris Jastrow, libra 
rian of the University of Pennsylvania, pre- 
sided, and in the absence of Mr. Luther 
Hewitt, Mr. G. F. Bowerman, of the Wil 
mington (Del.) Institute Free Library, was 
chosen secretary. Mayor F. P. Stoy, of At 
lantic City, made a brief address of welcome, 
in which he spoke of the local movement 
which had resulted in the establishment of a 
free public library, and F. P. Hill called at 
tention to the fact that Mayor Stoy in appoint 
ing the library trustees had appointed the 
first woman ever named to serve on a library 
board in any New Jersey municipality 

The general subject of the evening was then 
announced as “Some aids in book selection,” 
and was presented in four ten-minute papers 
on various phases of reviewing work. The 
first, by Miss Haines, of the LrprAry JOURNAL, 
dealt with “General reviews” —the vast mass 
of current literary criticism. She said that 
the “review” of 50, or even 30 years ago, 
no longer existed, in this country at least, its 


place being taken by the “notice,” ranging 
from three lines to three columns. Its gen 
eral characteristics were noted as “super- 


ficial, trite, vaguely approving, a passive en 
couragement rather than a warning or ap 
praisal,” and three common types of notice 
were described —the “publishers’ notice,” 
based upon advertising material only; the 
“unfolding of the tale,” in which the skeleton 
of the plot is remorselessly laid bare; and the 
interesting discursive little essay upon the sub 
ject treated in the book, which is readable 
but uncritical, and omits the information most 
necessary as an aid in book selection. The 
influence upon reviewing of the immense com 
mercial machinery for the selling of books 
was touched upon; and the need of better 


equipment, more literary knowledge and sym 
pathy, and better taste in reviewing work, was 
emphasized. 


Mr. T. L. Montgomery pre 
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This is especially true in Germany 
most reviewing is by ilist 
Dewey spoke in favor of the s 
reader's note, advocated by Ger 
said that of course all experts can make m 
takes, but that their reviews are 
have, | 
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unjust, on account t per 


speck 


and we should make most use of then 
Other speakers were Mrs. S. C 
who urged that 
terest be imparted to bi 
Thomson, and G. F. Bowerman 
the value of unsigned rev 
weight of the name and fame of the journal 
is behind the review, rather than the ind 
vidual writer. Adjournment wa } 
ly after 10 o'clock 
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the direction of the N 
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smaller libraries,” was opened by J. C. Dana, 
who described the work done in western 
Massachusetts, where small towns have been 
reached by special meetings and library in- 
stitutes have been held in scattered communi- 
ties. Mr. Dana emphasized the idea that li- 
brarians should not have the false missionary 
spirit, the self-righteousness of the Pharisee, 
but the kindliness of sincere fellow-feeling. 
Mr. Elmendorf spoke briefly of the library in- 
stitutes that are to be held in New York state. 

“Reading for the poor” was the next paper, 
by W. F. Persons, assistant editor of Chari- 
ties. It was a presentation of the condition 
of life among the “submerged tenth” in the 
great cities, and a plea for books that should 
awaken in them ideals of life and character. 
It led to an animated discussion. Dr. Jastrow 
said he thdught that personal contact rather 
than reading was needed, and that before the 
library had entered this field, work had been 
done by different organizations with more or 
less success. Mr. Dana gave his opinion that 
newspaper reading, even of the yellow jour- 
nals, was better than no reading at all, to 
which Mr. Dewey replied that better did not 
mean good, and that because such reading 
was better than none we should not stop here. 
At the end of the discussion Mr. Faxon spoke 
briefly of the plans for the A. L. A. confer- 
ence in June. 

In the evening the final session was opened 
at 8.30, W. C. Lane, of Harvard University, 
presiding, and Mr. Carr, of Scranton, acting 
as secretary. The first speaker was Frank B. 
Heckman, of the Free Library of Philadel- 
phia, who gave a talk on “Some Germantown 
writers,” of earlier years and the present day. 
W. W. Bishop, of Brooklyn, N. Y., read a 
paper on the question, “Should the librarian 
be a bibliophile?,” printed elsewhere (see p. 
126). and G. F. Bowerman, of Wilmington, 
opened a discussion of great interest with his 
report upon “The new net price system an’ 
the public libraries,” also printed elsewhere 
(see p. 134). The discussion that followed 
was participated in by C. P. Everett, H. Ea 
Elmendorf, Melvil Dewey, W. W. Bishop, J. 
C. Dana, and others. The fact that the new 
system had raised the prices of net books 
much beyond the increase that librarians had 
been led to expect was brought out by several 
speakers, and a strong plea was made that 
libraries. by virtue of the volume and regu- 
larity of their trade, should be put upon the 
same plane as the dealer in the granting of 
discounts. A resolution was offered by Mr. 
Collins, of Princeton, expressing the opinion 
that libraries should receive the same dis- 
counts as retail dealers. This was amended, 
on suggestion from Mr. Dana, to request that 
dealers and publishers be permitted to give 
to libraries a discount up to 25 per cent, on 
net books. The resolution was adopted, and 
the meeting adjourned at 10.40 p.m. 

Sunday was generally given up to rest and 
enjoyment of the “board walk” along the 


ocean front Sev eral minor conferences were 


held. and in the afternoon there was an in- 


formal meeting to continue the consideration 
of the net price system, that proved most ani- 
mated and interesting. Mr. Dewey acted as 
chairman, and among those in attendance 
were W. C. Lane, W. T. Peoples, V. L. Col- 
lins, J. C. Dana, G. F. Bowerman, S. H. 
Ranck, H. J. Carr, W. W. Bishop, Dr. Jas- 
trow, F. W. Faxon, S. G. Ayres, W. P. Cut- 
ter, G. W. Cole, and F, P. Hill. One of the 
projects discussed was the practicability of 
forming a co-operative buying union on the 
part of libraries, with a selling agent in New 
York, although it was felt by others that con- 
cessions in discounts that would permit the 
employment of local dealers would be prefer- 
able, especially for the smaller libraries. The 
meeting was not called to take any formal 
action, but for direct personal interchange of 
opinion and experience, which it was hoped 
might result in the presentation of definite 
recommendations. 

Monday was the day set for the breaking 
up of the convention, and although a number 
of the delegates returned on Sunday evening, 
the majority remained until the next day. 


“Hmerican Library Association. 


President: Dr. J. S. Billings, New York 
Public Library. 

Secretary: F. W. Faxon, 108 Glenway st., 
Dorchester, Mass 

Treasurer: G. M. Jones, Public Library, 
Salem, Mass. 

24th General meeting: Boston and Mag 
nolia, Mass., June 14-20, 1902. 

A. L. A. PUBLISHING BOARD. 

Library tract no. 4, devoted to “Library 
rooms and buildings,” by Charles C. Soule, 
is the latest publication of the Publishing 
Soard, and a most timely and welcome one. 
Mr. Soule has in this prepared a general prac 
tical outline of the first principles and essen 
tials in buiidings for small libraries. How 
to establish a library in a single room — the 
shelving, space and arrangements desirable — 
is first outlined, thence passing to the con 
sideration of two or more rooms, adaptation 
of old buildings, and the planning and equip- 
ment of new buildings. The limitations of a 
tract have unfortunately prevented anything 
but the most summary treatment — unfortu- 
nately, because, in the present state of library 
affairs, nothing would be more thoroughly 
useful than a comprehensive and authorita- 
tive monograph on the desirable and undesir- 
able in library architecture, with abundant 
illustrations and examples. It is, however, 
announced that the Publishing Board may, 
if the demand warrants, issue a supplement 
to this tract, reprinting various articles on 
library buildings and including a bibliography 
of the subject and representative plans. There 
can be little doubt of the need of such a sup- 
plement, and it is to be hoped that it may be 
promptly undertaken. The tract should be or- 
dered of the A. L. A. Publishing Board, 
10% Beacon street, Boston; price, 5c. per 
copy, $2 per 100, in lots of 50. 
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State Library ‘Commissions. 


DELAWARE STATE Liprary COMMISSION: Miss 
F. B. Kane, organizer, Dover 


The handbook to be issued by the commis- 
sion is now in course of publication. It will 
be sent free to any library in the state, ac- 
companied —if to a free public library — by 
the gift of Miss M. W. Plummer’s little book 
on library organization, “Hints to small lhbra- 
ries." Miss Kane, the library organjzer, 
visits on request, without charge, communi- 
ties desiring advice as to library develop- 
ment. The commission has received from 
Mr. G. F, Bowerman, librarian of the Wil- 
mington Institute Free Library the gift of an 
excellently chosen travelling library of 53 
volumes. 


New Jersey Pusric Lrprary COMMISSION: 
H. C. Buchanan, secretary, State Library, 
Trenton. 


The commission issues its second report, 
for the year ending Oct. 31, 1901, to which 
is appended a recommended list of the “First 
one thousand books for a New Jersey library.” 
There is also a careful statistical tabulation 
of the libraries of the state, giving data as to 
librarian, contents, foundation, etc. Numer- 
ous libraries of the smaller towns have been 
aided by advice from the commission, and in 
several cases trained librarians have been sent 
to assist those engaged in the preliminary 
work of establishing libraries. There are 102 
libraries reported for the state, exclusive of 
academic and seminary libraries, and of the 
1495 free school libraries recorded by the su- 
perintendent of public instruction. There are 
many subscription libraries, and whenever 
possible the commission has advised that these 
be turned over to city control, under the pro- 
visions of the state library law 

“Princeton University Library, established 
in 1746, is the oldest in the state, as it is also 
by far the largest. Burlington came 12 years 
later, in 1758, with a charter from King 
George 11., and is the oldest public library. 
Then follow the Rutgers Coilege Library, es- 
tablished in 1766, and the Library of the The- 
ological Seminary of the Reformed Church in 
America, in 1784. The total number of books 
and pamphlets in all of the public and semi- 
public libraries of the state will probably 
reach 1,200,000. 52 of the 102 libraries re- 
porting are free, and 38 subscription; and of 
the 88 cities and towns in which libraries are 
located, 76 have libraries in the public schools 
also.” 

The list of 1000 books was prepared mainly 
under the direction of Dr. E. C. Richardson, 
and was intended for those interested in the 
organization of small libraries, and without 
experience in or facilities for selection of 
books. It includes practically all classes save 
philosophy and religion, the choice of books 
on these subjects being left to the local li 
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brary authorities. It is a classed author list, 
giving date, place of publication, publishers 
and price. While a selected list of this sort 
can never give general satisfaction, the pres 
ent one should serve its purpose satisfactorily 
enough, though one might deprecate the large 
representation given to semi-juvenile 
Thus, of the 39 titles in Individual biography, 
six are the familiar Abt l The lis 


tt volumes ist 
overbalanced, perhaps, in 


naturally 
favor of American subjects and authors 


is also 


State Library Associations. 
CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASS 
President: H. M. Whitney 
brary, Branford. 
Secretary: Miss Anna Hadley 
brary, Ansonia. 
Treasurer: Miss J, 
brary, Waterbury. 


At 11 o'clock on Wednesday morning, Feb 
26, the members of the Connecticut Library 
Association assembled in the hall of the new 
library building of the New Britain Institut 
After the call for order and the reading of 


CIATION 
Blackstone Li 


Ansonia Li 
P. Peck, 


Bronson Li 


the minutes, the reports of secretary and 
treasurer, Prof. David N. Camp, of thi 

brary committee, welcomed the association 
and in a most interesting historical sketch 


outlined the growth and development of th 
New Britain Institute, referring incidentally 
to places in and near the city with which th 
names of Elihu Burritt, Prof. Andrew 
James Gates Percival, Emma Willard 
Almira Lincoln Phelps will be forever 
ciated. At the close of his paper Prof. Camp 
noted certain details in the architectural plan 


of the new building, referring particularly 
to the arrangements made for the hous: ot 
patent reports, a complete set of whi 

owned by the institute, for “as the United 


States leads the world in the granting of pat 
ents for new inventions, so Connecticut leads 
the United States, and New Britain, Con 
necticut.” 

Miss Hewins, as 


representative 


L. A. for the state of Connecticut, 
preliminary announcements regardiu 
coming A. L, A, conference to | 


Magnolia during the second week : 
From her vivid description of the place itself 
and the enthusiasm aroused thereby, the Cor 
necticut delegation in attendance at the 
ference should be a large one. A letter from 


Mr. Faxon, secretary of the American | 
brary Association, was read, in which he 
stated that Wednesday afternoon, June 18, 


the program (of the A. L. A. convention) 1s 
left free in order that 

tions may hold meetings 
Hampshire and Ma husetts library club 
have already arranged to meet at Magnolia 
on Wednesday June 18,” closing 
with the hope that Connecticut will also have 
a meeting at that time and place te 


variou tate a 
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of the association the matter was referred to 
the officers, with power to act. 

The subject “Purchase of current fiction by 
libraries of limited means” was presented by 
Jonathan Trumbull, of the Otis Library, Nor- 
wich, with a paper calculated to open the mat- 
ter for a spirited and general discussion. 
Those following Mr. Trumbull were: W. A. 
Borden, New Haven Institute; W. K. Stetson, 
New Haven Public Library; Miss C. M. 
Hewins, Hartford Public Library: Miss Ida 
Farrar, Springfield Public Library; Miss J. P. 
Peck, Silas Bronson Library, Waterbury; F. 
B. Gray, Watkinson Library, Hartford 

\fter further inspection of the beautiful 
building so thoroughly adapted for the work 
carried on within its walls, the members of 
the association, at the cordial invitation of 
the library committee, gathered in the main 
corridor and proceeded to the Hotel Russ- 
win, where dinner was served. 

The afternoon session was opened at 2.30. 
The chairman of the nominating committee, 
Prof. W. J. James, of the Wesleyan Univer- 
sity Library, submitted the report of that 
committee, and by unanimous vote the same 
was accepted, which resulted in the re-elec- 
tion of the present board of officers 

Miss Angeline Scott, of Norwalk, followed 
with an entertaining paper on “Gifts: shall 
we accept? If not, how refuse?” which is 
given in part elsewhere. (See p. 129.) 

Miss Farrar, of the Springfield City Li- 
brary, announced a library institute to be held 
by the Western Massachusetts Library Club 
some tine during May in a small town near 
the Connecticut border — probably Granville 

in which the Connecticut Library Associa- 
tion is cordially invited to join. 

Miss Mary FE. Robbins, who at present is 
engaged in recataloging the Brookline ( Mass.) 
Public Library, read an entertainng paper, in 
which she recounted many personal experi- 
ences in organization and reorganization. 

Miss Anna Culver, of Middletown, gave a 
1ominute talk on the Congressional Library, 
noting particularly certain phases of archi- 
tectural and mural decorations. 

Net prices for books was the subject of a 
warm discussion, which resulted in compari- 
son of former and present cost of books to li- 
braries, with reference also to the action taken 
by the Massachusetts Library Club. At the 
close of the discussion it was voted that the 
matter of book-prices be left in the hands of 
the officers, with power to act. 

In the question box were found two ques- 
tions, one as to the disposal of worn-out 
books, the other as to circulation of bound 
magazines, both calling forth the various 
methods and rules followed in the many libra- 
ries represented 

After a hearty vote of thanks to the libra- 
rian, Miss Anna G. Rockwell, and to the li- 
brary committee for their hospitality, the 
meeting adjourned ANNA HaAptey, 

Secretary. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


President: Thomas H, Clark, custodian of 
the Law Library, Library of Congress 

Secretary: R. K. Shaw, Library of Con- 
RTess. 

Treasurer: F. E. Woodward, 11th and F 
Streets, N. W. 


The February meeting of the District of 
Columbia Library Association was held on the 
12th inst., at 8 p.m., the president, Thomas H 
Clark, in the chair, and 86 members attending 

The resignation of the secretary, Mr, Hugh 
Williams, who is obliged to be absent from 
Washington indefinitely, on account of severe 
illness, was submitted. Mr. R, K, Shaw, of 
the Catalog Division, Library of Congres 
was chosen to succeed him for the remaindes 
of the term 

Under the topic “Current events and nota 
ble books of the month” Mr. W. P. Cutter. 


chief of the Order Division, Library of Con 
gress, mentioned, among other matters of in 
terest, the disposal of the private libraries of 


McKee and Nordenskjéld; and Miss Josephine 
A. Clark, librarian of the Library of the De 
eo of Agriculture, referred to a method 
of indexing new botanical species, published 
as a bulletin of the “Herbier Boissier,” at 
Chambézy, near Geneva. Mr, Crandall, of 
the Office of Documents, spoke of the sumpt 
uous édition de luxe of Dickens, notice of 
which appeared in a recent number of The 
Publishers’ Weekly. 

The paper of the evening was given by Mr. 
Juul Dieserud, of the Library of Congress, 
and his subject was “Henrik Ibsen and the 
modern drama.” Mr. Dieserud represented 
Ibsen as an innovator of dramatic form, “— 
explained his analytical method that — t 
possible for him to adhere almost strictly to 
the old law of unity of time, and also his at 
tempt to revive, in altered form, the prin- 
ciple of destiny or fate, as exhibited in Greek 
tragedy. 

Following the paper, which was enthusias 
tically received, Mr, Stefansson, of the Li- 
brary of Congress, added a few remarks re- 
garding the individualism of Ibsen, to which 
Mr. Dieserud made a brief reply. The asso- 
ciation then adjourned at 0.20. 

R. K. Suaw, Secretary 


NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


President: Miss Grace Blanchard, Public 
Library, Concord 

Secretary: H. W. Denio, State Library, 
Concord 

Treasurer: Miss B. I. Parker, Public Li- 


brary, Dover. 


The annual meeting of the New Hampshire 
Library Association was held at Pittsfield, 
Jan. 29, 1902. The meeting was called to 
order at 2.30 p.m. by the president, Miss 
Grace Blanchard. The minutes of the June 
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meeting were read and approved. Mr. F 
S. Jenkins, of the local library, welcomed 
the association to Pittsfield, and the rr 
sponse was made by the state librarian, 
Mr. Arthur H. Chase The nominating 
committee reported and recommended for 
officers of the association for the coming year 
as follows: for president, Miss Grace Blanch 
ard; Ist vice-president, C. Edward Wright 
ot Whitefield; 2d vice-president, Miss Har 
riet Crombie, of Nashua; secretary, Mr. Her 
bert W. Denio; treasurer, Miss Bessie I. 
Parker. The report was accepted and the 
ticket was elected. The by-laws were amended 
so far as relates to the date of holding the 
annual meeting, In the future the annual 
meeting will be held on the last Thursday of 
January. 

Appropriate resolutions were passed re- 
specting the death of Miss Eldora Pickering, 
of Newington, a former member of the asso- 
ciation. A resolution was passed providing 
for the holding of the June meeting at Mag- 
nolia, Mass., June 18, during the annual ses- 
sion of the A. L. A. 

Interesting papers were read by the follow- 
ing persons: Miss Clara F. Brown, of Con- 
cord, on “Decorum in the library”; Miss 
Lydia S. Coleman, of Newington, on “What 
can be done at the loan desk to help readers 
in the selection of books”; Miss Edith O. 
Simmons, of Manchester, on “How to in- 
crease the usefulness of the reading room, its 
Sunday opening’: and Miss Bessie I. Parker, 
of Dover, on “Picture work in the library.” 
These papers will appear in the Bulletin of 
the New Hampshire library commission. The 
report of the treasurer was given at the even- 
ing session, and then the topic of “What the 
library expects of the public” was discussed 
by Mr. Olin S. Davis, of Lakeport, and “What 
the public expects of the library,” by Miss 
Cyrene Emery, of Concord. Several lists of 
desirable books for small libraries were pre 
sented by different members, after which the 
session adjourned. 

. W. Dents, Secretary 
NEW YORK LIBRARY 

President: Miss M. E. Hazeltine, Prender- 
gast Free Library, Jamestown 

Secretary: Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, 319 Nor- 
wood Ave., Buffalo 

Treasurer: FE. W. Gaillard, Webster Free 
Library, New York City. 


ASSOCIATION 


LIBRARY INSTITUTES 


Arrangements are well advanced for the 
series of library institutes, to be held this 
spring under direction of the library associa 
tion. A series of eight such institutes will be 
held during April. The first will be held in 
Cortland on April 15. Then will follow Bing 
hamton on the 16th, Olean on the 18th, Ro 


chester on the 22d, Ogdensburg on the 25th, 
Ilion on May 6, Albany on May 7, 
burgh on May 9 


and New 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, 


145 


The subjects to be considered at the meet 
ing are Hlow t elect books,” “How to 
der The record of 
boug! HHow t irrange books on tl 
shelve Catalog good and bad,” “Prin 
ciples of a « rging system,” “Necessary rea 
ords and reports Suggestions as to how to 
INncTease ett ency as a libranan It 
addition to this program, which will be car 
ried out by short talks fr different trained 
librarians in each distri me public evening 
meeting will be held in each district, to whicl 
all interested will be invited, and where “The 
public’s interest in the public library will be 
discussed by two or three i il ers 
J. H. Canfield will talk at most of the easter 
institutes and H. L. Elmendorf will speak 

} tat 


the western end of che state 


Library Clubs, 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB 
President: A. G. S. Josephson 
Library. 
Treasurer: C. A 
Chicago 
Secretary 


John Crerar 


lorrey, University of 


C. R. Perry, Public Library 


A regular meeting of the Chicago Library 
Club was held at the Public Library, Thur 
day evening, Feb. 13. In the absence of the 
president and vice-presidents, Miss Mabel 
Mellvaine, who was in charge of the program 
for the evening, was elected as chairman 
Mary E. Downey and Jennie M. Dignum were 
elected to membership. 

For the committee on library work at the 
county jail Mr. Roden reported a recommen 
dation that the club make an annual appro 
priation, to be expended under the direction 
of the committee, for the jail library. Mr 
Roden paid a tribute to W. R. Moss, a 
public spirited Chicago attorney, who has vol 
untarily looked after this library for several 
years, giving many of his evenings to the 
work. At the request of the committee Mr 
Moss was in attendance at the meeting, and 
upon invitation he addressed the club, pre 
senting a vivid description of the work that 
he was doing at the jail. He thought that the 
club could be most helpful by securing dona 
tions of money for the purchase of selected 
lists of new books, by advising in the sel 
tion of those books, and by appointing som 
one who might always be appealed to tor 
formation on technical questions pertaining t 
library work. The matter was referred to! 
executive committee for consideration and 1 
port. Miss Ahern’s report from the comn 
tee on library and school relations was mace 
a special order for next meeting 

Professor James Westfall Thompson, of the 


University of Chicago, the speaker of the 
evening, then addressed the club on “France 
since the Dreyfus case.” It was a most 
teresting and instructive address, giving a 
comprehens! ind at the same time a 
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clear insight into the troubles and perplex- 
ities of modern France. A vote of thanks 
was extended to the speaker. It has been 
suggested that it would be well for the club 
to arrange for frequent scholarly addresses 
in the various fields of knowledge, that our 
members may keep better posted as to what 
is going on in the world. 
Cuestey R. Perry, Secretary. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. 


President: Camillo von Klenze, University 
of Chicago. 

Secretary: A. G. S. Josephson, John Crerar 
Library. 

Treasurer: C. B. Roden, Public Library. 


A regular meeting of the society was held 
it. the John Crerar Library, Thursday, March 
6. The following amendment to the by-laws 
had been proposed by the secretary: ‘“Sec- 
tion III. The affairs of the society shall be 
in the hands of a council, consisting of presi- 
dent, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and 
three other members, one of whom shall be a 
non-resident member, to be elected at the 
annual meeting of the society,” It was pro- 
posed that the words printed in italics be 
added. The amendment had been discussed 
by the council and referred to the committee 
on a national society. The committee had, 
however, not yet reported. After a short dis- 
cussion, in which it was pointed out that there 
was nothing in the by-laws to prohibit non- 
resident members from becoming members of 
the council, the amendment was laid on the 
table, with the suggestion that the nomination 
committee be instructed to nominate a non- 
resident member in case the committee on 
society reported favorably 

The secretary reported from the council: 
(1) that the council had decided to issue to 
subscribers a reprint of Augustus De Mor- 
gan's paper “On the difficulty of correct de- 
scription of books,” in an edition limited to 
200 copies, 25 of which were to be reserved 
for the society; (2) that $25 had been ap- 
propriated for the binding of books in the 
society's library, and that the books would 
be loaned to members, subject to rules to be 
framed; (3) that the indexing of bibliographi- 
cal periodicals mad been well started; (4) 
that the council recommended that a nomina- 
tion committee be appointed. 

A motion that the president appoint a nom- 
ination committee was carried. 

Dr. C. R. Mann read a very interesting 
paper on “Histories and bibliographies of 
physics” which will be printed in the forth- 
coming Year-book of the society. Discussion 
followed. 

The secretary reported that he had re- 
ceived information from the secretary of the 
American Library Association that the pro- 
gram committee of the Association wished 
this society to take charge of a part of the 
fourth general session at the annual meeting 
of the Association in Magnolia, June 19, “for 


a report on and discussion of the question of 
a bibliographical institute”; also that arrange- 
ments were being made for a meeting of the 
society during the A. L. A. conference to 
discuss the formation of a national biblio- 
graphical society. Both of these matters were 
referred to the council with power to act 

The secretary read a letter which he had 
received from the Chief of the Department of 
Education of the Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 
tion Company, in regard to the proposed 
Commissioner of Bibliography, and asking 
for estimates. The letter was referred to the 
secretary for answer 

Mr. Elmer J. Robinson was elected a mem- 
ber of the society 

Akset G. S. Josepuson, Secretary 


NASHVILLE LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Miss M. H. Johnson, Carnegie 
Library 

Secretary: Miss J. E. Lauderdale, Univer 
sity of Nashville. 

Treasurer: Miss Anne Warren, Vanderbilt 
University Law Library. 

Upon a call issued by Miss Mary Hannah 
Johnson, librarian of the Carnegie Library of 
Nashville, Tenn., a meeting of the librarians 
of the city was held in the rooms of the Ten 
nessee Historical Association Dec. 6, 1901, 
which resulted in the organization of the 
Nashville Library Club. 13 charter members 
vere present, all active librarians of the city 

The following officers were elected: presi- 
dent, Miss Mary Hannah Johnson, Nash 
ville Carnegie Library; vice-president, Edwin 
S. Wylie, Vanderbilt University Library; 
treasurer, Miss Annie Warren, Vanderbilt 
University Law Library; secretary, Miss Jen- 
nie E. Lauderdale, University of Nashville 
and Peabody Normal College Library. Execu- 
tive committee: chairman, Miss Kercheval, 
Nashville Carnegie Library; Miss Mary 
Payne, University of Nashville and Peabody 
Normal College Library; Mrs. L. B. Epper- 
son, Tennessee State Library; Miss Johnson 
ex-officio member 

The object of the club, as expressed in the 
constitution adopted, “is to promote the 
growth of, and interest in, libraries in Nash- 
ville and vicinity.” With this club as a nu- 
cleus, and by means of similar clubs in the 
other cities of the state, a state organization 
is hoped for. 

At present there are in Tennessee 77 libra- 
ries containing 392,221 volumes. Nashville 
contains 13 of these with about 133.707 vol- 
umes maintained at an average cost of $1000 
per library. The public interest in libraries, 
in their educational and moral value, is de- 
veloping rapidly, and is keeping pace with the 
material development of the state, as is shown 
by the statistics of library growth in the re- 
port of the U. S. Bureau of Education for 
1900-—the south central states in which 
Tennessee lies making a gain of 390 % 

Jennie E. Secretary. 
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NEW YORK LIBRARY CLUB 

President: Dr. H. M. Leipziger, Aguilar 
Library. 

Secretary: S. H. Berry, Y. M. C. A. Libra- 
ry, 317 W. 56th st. 

Treasurer: Miss Theresa Hitchler, Brook- 
lyn Public Library. 

By invitation of the Grolier Club the New 
York Library Club held a special meeting at 
the rooms of the former on Thursday after- 
noon, Feb. 13, about 100 persons being pres- 
ent. An address of welcome was made by 
Mr. Howard Mansfield, president of the Gro 
her Club. He outlined the club’s purpose as 
the glorification of the art of printing, by 
adorning books with the decorative dress with 
which, from time immemorial, it has been the 
instinct of man to clothe everything of value 
to him, from his own person to the temple 
in which he worships. The New York Li- 
brary Club had been invited to this exhibit 


of the Grolier Club's idea of good book- 
making because the two clubs were one in 
spirit. Beneath the finest dress, the most ar- 
tistic and costly decoration, would be found 


subject matter of value worthy of the adorn- 
ment. 

Dr. Leipziger responded bri fly, 
the highest appreciation and praise of th 


expressin 


work of the Grolier Club and of this exhibi- 
tion representing the progr« of four cen 
turies in the art of bookbinding, and _ pleas- 


ure that the club had been given this oppor- 
tunity to see and enjoy it. He also conveyed 
the thanks of the club for the courtesy of the 
invitation. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read 


and approved, followed by reports of the 
treasurer, showing a balance of $356.45, the 
executive committee, and committees on din- 


ner arrangements and handbook. The last 
reported that the handbooks may be expected 
about March 1. Names reported by the execu- 
tive committee were elected to membership. 

Mr. Henry W. Kent, librarian of the Grolier 
Club, then gave a most interesting address 
on “Mosaic bookbindings” which he illus 
trated by crayon sketches. Mr. Kent was fol 
lowed by Mr. George H. Baker with a pape 
on “The librarian’s duty as a bookbuyer,” 
giving many practical suggestions 

The resignation of the secretary having 
been announced, and Mr. S. H. Berry ap- 
pointed to that office, the meeting was ad- 
journed. The members tarried for some 
time to examine the beautiful exhibition of 
bindings and the library of the club, which 
was also thrown open for inspection 

Evizanetu L. Foote, Secretary. 

The March meeting of the club was held at 
the 23d street branch of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, on the afternoon of 
the 13th inst., at three o'clock. Ten names 
were proposed, and the persons elected to 
membership in the club. Mr. A. E. Bostwick, 
reporting for the committee on library insti- 
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tutes, stated that an institute had been 
ranged to be held in White Plains in April 
The treasurer's report was presented, show 
ing a balance of $301.20 in the treasury 
The f f the afternoon was an ad 
dress by on “Library prospects 
and possibil said that if any one 


lities.” He 
40 or 50 years ago had undertaken to proph 


esy concerning the development of the | 
brary movement in America, and had sug 
gested anything approaching the real develop 
ment, he would have been considered a 
dreamer. While the same progress has been 
made in all departments of activity and 
thought, here it has been beyond an enthu 
Siasts expectation. He who looks the 


int 
future now must for 
do not like to look a t 
and are always troubled at anyt! 


a tendency to disturb the existing order 

we know that it is with the | n min vd 

human institutions, as it is with a tre 

soon as it stops growing it begins to deca 
One of the next movements for progress 

must be the supplying of books to the peopl 

who live in isolated places; to the « 

homes; 52 per cent. of our people live in t] 


country, they, who have the leisure to re 


and dige good books, have least reading 
matter available, and receive less than or 

cent. of the benefit to be derived from « 
large library funds, and modern Il 

We are now looking for some one wl 


ip the first 


to spend about $3000 to equ 


circuit library — giving us a team and wagon 


accommodating about 1000 yolumes, ar t 
1000 volumes more in the homes of the 
on the circuit, the wagon making its try t 
regular intervals and permitting the ex 
tion and exchange of books Anot! ! 
1s being ma le in large librarie 
specialists in reference work, mak \ 
might call a Faculty Library Among 
are children’s librarians, and librariat for 
the blind, and this development of sj ed 
vork is bound to be one of the important ele 
ments in the library work of the fut Mr 
Dewey also touched on the disposal ot | 
cate 1 the possibilit iri 
as cent for hookselling wl 
to private buyers 

In the evening the annual dinner of 
was held at the rooms of the Aldine A 
tion, 111 Fifth avenue Phe gu 
was Andrew Carnegie, and the ever 
a most delightful one \ reception 
in the club parlors from 6.30 to 7.30 
dinner which followed was served 
tables in two dining room Phere wv 
attendance of nearly 306 

Dr Le pziger pre ded a h ! 
opened the speechmaking with a t | 
of greeting to the member and the g t of 
honor. He said that Mr. Carnegie had turned 
iron into gold and then ¢« erted tl tal 
into a great spiritual force, and add hat 
he felt sure that if ever there wa t 
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saint’s day in the calendar of the American 
librarian it would be “St. Andrew's day.” 
Melvil Dewey followed with a stirring plea 
for libraries that should benefit country ham- 
lets and bring the benefits of books to country 
folk. He thought such libraries were more 
needed than $100,000 structures in the cities. 
He said he was not so much afraid of fiction 
as some persons were, and believed that the 
boy who deserted profane company to read a 
yellow newspaper had made an advance, and 
that when he deserted the yellow journal to 
read a weak novel he had made another step 
forward. He closed with the wish that he had 
three hours to tell those present some of his 
ideas about libraries. 

Mr. Carnegie was the next speaker, and he 
began with the assurance that it was never 
necessary for Mr. Dewey to speak for three 
hours — “he strikes the nail on the head in a 
few minutes. He would never find applied 
to him what Josh Billings said about minis- 
ters: ‘If a preacher don’t strike ile in twenty 
minutes he ought to stop—boring.’” He 
said, in part: “I have thought a great deal 
about delivering books in rural communities, 
and I was delighted to hear Mr. Dewey say 
that a practicable plan had been arrived at 
by which this large problem could be solved. 
We ought to have some plan by which books 
could reach every hamlet in the country. 

“I have made to-day a sort of library day. 
The idea of coming here to be with librarians 
to-night seemed so delightful that I thought 
I would make a full day of it, so I have passed 
upon 40 applications for libraries. And I am 
happy to say that all of the applications con- 
sidered to-day were approved. I assure you 
that it was a very great privilege to be able 
to give the money that was required. Many 
of these applications came from towns in the 
west—towns of from 2000 to 5000 inhabi- 
tants, and you would be surprised to see how 
many of these small places said they were 
able to raise the $1500 or $2000 a year neces- 
sary to maintain the library after it was 
built. There was also one application from 
your not highlv developed city of Albany. 
{ felt that I should be very lenient with a 
city where legislators and Senators met to- 
gether, so I have agreed to their suggestion 
for an endowed library among the others ap- 
proved to-day 

“It has occurred to me, however, that it 
might be a good plan if a man intended to 
leave his fortune for books and libraries to 
so arrange that in providing for works of fic- 
tion to be contained in the library, books less 
than three years old should not be included 
Is anything that doesn't last three years a 
book? Of a book that does not last this long 
it may well be said: 

If I was so soon to be done for, 
I wonder what I was begun for. 


“Is it really true that we are known by 
the company we keep? Then you librarians 
belong to the highest society that this world 
can produce. If you should happen to build 


a house — just as a trial to your patience — 
you'll find that after it is completed a good 
deal of trouble will be encountered in furms! 
ing it I agree with Dean Swift that the 
finest furniture for a room is books. Why 
should you smile when I say a book is good 
to have even if it is never opened? You're 
in good company — very good company — if 
you only look at the backs of books. The 
lover of books — when he has trials, let him 
just walk around his library, and before he’s 
got all the way he must feel better. It ought 
to do him as much good as any sermon that 
was ever preached. I believe so in libraries 
that I would say let everybody have them, no 
matter whether they ever saw the insides ot 
the books or not, so long as they realized 
what those insides signified 

“You live among books. You haven't much 
time to read. But you must experience great 
delight to know that you are continually in 
the presence of the master spirits of the 
world which time has left to refine and bless 
us all, And it is strange how few books time 
leaves us! I once asked Lord Acton how 
many books it would be necessary to put into 
a library representing the world’s best litera 
ture. Four thousand volumes was the number 
he named. That is not more than one vo! 
ume a year for all the years we have known 
man to have ever written at all. That one 
book a year has told the truth in the simplest 
form. No long words were used. The say 
ings are pithy. Nevertheless, thousands of 
books are written which bless their own gen 
eration, and I would always say that an au 
thor who has helped his own generation has 
deserved the gratitude of mankind.” 

The other speakers were C. C. Burlingham 
president of the board of education, who 
spoke of the school library system of the city, 
and the need for its reform and extension; 
John Kendrick Bangs, who made a delightful 
speech, full of happy allusions and amusing 
anecdotes; Dr. John S. Billings, as repre 
sentative of the national library association ; 
and Miss Mary E. Hazeltine, on behalf of the 
state association of libraries. 


PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Dr. Morris Jastrow, Jr., Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 

Secretary: L. E. Hewitt, Law Association 
Library, 600 City Hall, Philadelphia. 

Treasurer: Miss M. Z. Cruice, American 
Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. 


The usual monthly meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Club was held on Monday, 
Feb, 10, in the lecture room of the Free 
Library of Philadelphia, when Dr. Jastrow, 
the presidem presided. After the conclusion 
of the usual routine business, a paper was 
read by John Thomson on “The chronicles 
and memorials forming the Master of th 
Rolls series.” Mr. Thomson noted many of 
the quaint and curious narratives hidden 
away in this most interesting series, and 
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pointed out the need of a careful index to its 
contents. His paper abounded in cur 
information and humor At the mclusion 
of the address, a long discussion ensued and 
Dr. Jastrow suggested that ine quiries should 
be made among the different libraries and as 
interested in this matter, wh 
fund could be rai 
th “atalogue ind it 
of by Mr. Thomson, to be prin 
Thon uid that he had been at work on 
this matter for hol 
hing could be 


1ous 


sociations 


sufficient 


several vears and the 
printed within a year if th 


cessary funds were forthcoming. Many in 
resting criticisms were offered and what 
uld have been l “drv topic” 
roved a matter of general in 
rest 


Library Schools and Training 
Classes. 


VEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 

NEW ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
The most important event of the month 1s 
the decision of the faculty to require a de 


gree from a registered college for admission 
the school This action has been taken 
after long deliberation, and with the knowl 


shut out a few who have the 
library work. They 
training in other 
young woman 


edge that it will 
tural qualifications for 
library 


na 


an, however, secure 
schools Any young man or 
with fitness for library work will do better 
service with than without a good college 
ourse. The previous requirements for ad- 
mission to the school, though resulting in 
classes largely made up of college graduates, 
have certainly kept some from finishing a 
college course who might easily have done so 

The following requirements for special col 
lege courses are still in force: 

1. 15 hours a week for a year in literature 
and history. Nine hours a week in literature 
and six hours a week in history are preferred, 
but this exact balance is not insisted on 
Courses in political economy and _ political 
science are accepted as history. 

2. 15 hours a week in foreign languages, 
of which five must be French and five Ger 
man. 

A statement from the registrar of the col 
lege that the work outlined above has been 
completed is accepted in lieu of entrance ex- 
aminations. If a student should be deficient 
in any one requirement, he is obliged to pass 
an examination in that subject. 

The limit of numbers makes it feasible to 
select from college graduates, offering these 
special courses, those who seem most likely 


to be of service in the library field 
Of those applying later than March 1 
only those meeting 
will be admitted 
SALOME CUTLER FAIRCHILD 
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the conditions stated ahove 
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he course wi 
baild ing up of di 
and state, by showin 


city 
what to discard in order to make 

tion either an intact expre or { thr 
istration of a given city or stat roan 
pression only of cert 
ministration The d 
and their adaptation 
nee 
lections will be dwe! 
spent im a preparation of ¢ 


activities of it d 
fhieult 

series 
the import 
or state 
time will be 
amples and illustrations of 
between bibliographies, 
calendars and catalogs.” Applicat f 
mission must be made before May | 


Reviews. 


JESUIT RELATIONS AND 
travels and explorat 
sionaries New I7Q1; 
Reuben Gold Thwaites. Vols. 72 and 7 
Final additional errata, 
Cle The 
1901 [1902.] 380, 
The elaborate two-volume ind: 

cludes the great series of the “Jesuit rela 

tions” calls for special attention in any record 
of current bibliographical literature 
strictly speaking, are not bibliograph 
erature, but a good index, in its analytic work, 
consistency of treatment, and handling i re 
lated topics, demands bit 
thorough proficiency in 

These demands are the 
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France, 


pre face, 
Burrow Brother 
308 


veland, 


which 


Inde 


yliographica 
} talog 
ubrect) cataloging 


more n ent in an 


index of the scope of the present work, which 
in extent and in precision of method proba 
bly the most notable « xample of index-making 
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produced in this country. For it presents in 
compact and workmanlike form the facts, 
down to the most minute details, contained in 
the three score and ten volumes of the “Jesuit 
relations” — covering, at a rough estimate, 
some 27,000 pages, and dealing with various 
aspects of what is practically a single sub- 
ject. It is this last fact, of course, that gives 
the index its special interest, for the work of 
the indexer increases in difficulty in propor- 
tion as his subject matter centers upon a 
single theme. To index a work dealing with 
a wide variety of unrelated subjects is simple 
enough, but in a field where every topic over- 
laps upon and is interwoven with others of 
the same nature, where inaccuracies and va- 
riations of a single term or statement abound, 
and where there is a constant repetition of 
persons, places. and incidents, the index 
maker's task is not a happy one. In the pres- 
ent case Mr. Thwaites and his corps have 
been able to overcome the difficulties of their 
undertaking by a thorough and systematic 
scheme of work, and have carried through 
their index in a remarkably short time after 
the completion of the series of “Relations.” 

In the preliminary “suggestions for use” 
the general plan of the index is outlined. It 
is based entirely upon the English text, in- 
cluding all prefaces, translations, bibliographi- 
cal data, notes, and supplementary matter. 
Distinctive classes of entries appear in class 
groupings or under form headings; thus, in 
the former division, all lakes appear only 
under “Lakes,” rivers. capes, forts, etc., being 
treated in the same way, while in the latter 
Cartography and maps, Periodicals and news- 
papers, Chapels, Libraries, Museums, etc.. are 
among the headings used. As references from 
individual entry to class entry are not given, 
there is large economy of space in this plan. 
Of course it may be said that a person look- 
ing for Fort Chartres under “Chartres” and 
not finding it may not think of turning to the 
list of “Forts” but the indexer is obliged to 
take for granted an ordinary modicum of in- 
telligence on the part of the searcher. For 
the most important subjects — Canada. In- 
dians, Iroquois, Jesuits, etc. —careful | sub- 
ject classifications have been prepared, mass- 
ing the entries into distinctive groups. Thus 
for Indians, there are eight main classes: 
Anthropology and ethnology; Archzology ; 
Philology; Mythology, folk-lore and re 
ligion; Social and economic life: Oratory, 
poetry and music; Inter-tribal relations: Re- 
lations with the whites. Each main class is 
divided and subdivided, as necessary, bring- 
ing all related items into orderly arrange- 
ment. Variants of all proper names are given 
in parentheses, with references from frequent- 
ly used variants to standard form, the vari- 
ants ranging from a single term, as “moose 
of France” for horse, to twenty different ap- 
pellations for the Andaste Indians, fourteen 
for the Susquehannocks, thirteen for the 
Abenakis, and so on. 


The mass of material co-ordinated and pre- 
sented may be judged from a few examples. 
“Indians” covers nearly 50 pages; “Jesuits,” 
38; “Iroquois,” 10; Quebec has nearly Io 
pages, Montreal three, “Chapels,” “Fur 
trade,” “Beaver,” “Hospital nuns.” a page- 
and-a-half apiece; while the minuteness of the 
work may be judged from the fact that 
“Beads” yield 113 entries, “Calumet” over 
50, “Tobacco” 123, and “Canoes” over 300. 
Entries are as compact as possible, volume 
numbers being in heavy face and paging in or- 
dinary Arabic numerals. A somewhat careful 
examination of the index confirms its first im- 
Pression of careful thoroughness. Some 
minor inconsistencies bear witness to the 
work of many hands —as the fact that books 
cited are given sometimes in italics and 
sometimes in quotation marks, and that there 
are variations of practice regarding refer- 
ences, while in one case at least different 
entries referring to the same person appear 
in two places (“Bastard,” “Flemish bastard” ), 
without any reference or other connection. 
But these are simply evidences of human fal- 
libility. The fact remains that the present 
index is an example of the art of index- 
making at its best, and a worthy crown and 
finish to a work that must always be indis- 
pensable to the study of American history. 


Liprary or Concress. Classification: Class Z. 
bibliography and library science. Adopted 
1898 ; as in force Jan. 1, 1902. Washington, 
Gov. Print. Office, 1902. 68 p. O. 


From the preface of this interesting scheme 
of classification we learn that the order of 
the main groups, the arrangement under Li- 
brary science, and many other details, are 
taken in part from Cutter’s 7th Expansive 
classification. Indeed, the Class letter, Z, sug- 
gests that at once. 

As would be expected of a system devised 
to meet the needs of a great national library, 
the scheme is elaborate. Taking for a basis 
of judgment the five criteria of practical 
classification formulated by Dr. Richardson in 
his recent work on that subject, how does this 
system stand the test? 

I. “It [the classification] should follow as 
nearly as possible the order of things.” As 
we are considering but one section of a 
scheme, this rule has but a limited applica- 
tion 

First and naturally comes the History of 
books and bookmaking, followed by Writing, 
Autographs, Typewriters and typewriting, 
Shorthand and Paleography. The natural or- 
der would place paleography first after writ- 
ing as a whole. Next comes Printing, its 
history and biography, followed duly by Early 
printing (Incunabula and block books), Prac- 
tical printing, Binding, Bookselling, and Copy- 
right. 

After the book, the collecting and care of 
books. We are accustomed to think of li- 
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bi science as a recent development, espec- 
ially belonging to the era of the public library 
movement. But as we learn that the Alex 
andrine library was classified into at least six 
main divisions, and that even the names of the 
four writers on cheesecakes were arranged in 
alphabetical order, with titles and full bib 
liographical details of their works, perhaps 


we are wrong in thinking the science such a 
new one, and the maker oft this classification 
may be even theoretically mght in putting 


Library science betore yraries of all coun 
tries and ages. As that topic naturally leads 
to Book-collecting, and Book-collecting to 
Bibliography, national, subject and personal, 

-a vast subject —the practical wisdom of 
putting Library science before Libraries is ob 
vious 

National bibliography is divided by 
tinents, and under those by states and coun- 
tries, the arrangement being alphabetical in 
the main. This is followed by Subject bib 
liography, also arranged alphabetically, and 
that in turn and lastly by Personal bibliog 
raphy. So on the whole the development of 
the classification seems natural and har- 
monious 

2. “It should be carried out in minute de 
tail The last division number assigned ts 
8973, and as many of these divisions may have 
topical subdivisions, the requirements of this 
rule are fully met 

2 “It should be provided with a notation 
which will allow for indefinite subdivision, 
using mixed symbols, but with a predominant 
decimal base.” In this notation the 
number Z is followed by a consecutive whole 
number. Thus no idea of subordination 1s 
conveyed as in a decimal notation, and indefi 


con 


class 


nite expansion is precluded. In ail sections 
spaces are left for future use, a very con 
venient way should the subjects chance to de 


velop in just those places, Topical subdi 
visions under the number are made possible 
by the use of Cutter numbers, e¢.g., Z7845. 
Bibliography of sects and churches ; Z7845.A5, 
Anglican: Z7845.B2, Baptist. “See also” ref 
erences and comparisons with other numbers 
are frequent. This notation has the great ad 
vantage of being very brief, considering the 
minuteness of subdivision, and the great 


of the 
disadvantages of not permitting indefinite ex- 
pansion, or lending itself readily to the needs 
of smaller collections 

4. “It should be provided with a detailed 
and specific index.” The index seems to have 
been developed by practical use rather than 
made theoretically to fit the classification 


Thus under the entry Scotch-Irish the inde» 
gives §314.563. 1 such number appearing 
in the classification. We note also, by way of 
illustration, the omission of the printing of 
etchings and lithographs, although reference 


under engravings. As 
which occupies 15 pages, 


to presswork is mace 
whole, the 
is clear and detaile 
s. “The value of 


ndex, 
such a system is increased 
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its Us 


in direct ratio to the generalness of 


The conditions which this system has ! 
devised to meet will preclude its general 

As an illustration of close classification 
a specialized library, it 1s interesting to com 
pare a small portion of tl very full classin 
cation with the corresponding part in the 
“Tentative scheme of fication for the 
library of the Grolier ¢ In the Libr: 
of Congres tr I ling has an a 
lotment of six number with a seventh i 
its history by rranged alphabet 
cally In the G ( tne th il 
subject has 55 numbers, exclusive of 10 num 
bers for its history divid untries 

Viewed as a th fication ot 
bibliography and hl y scien ery con 
vineing, made especially by hoice ot 
type, the indention, and « r typographica 
details All interested in ] fication W 


await with interest the publication of succees 


ing classes M. 
Library Economy and History. 


GENERAI 


Bissett, Fannie S. What the libraries ar 
doing for the children. (/n Outlook, I 
15, 1g02, p. 420-424.) 


An account of the children’s rooms, library 


league, story-hour and like feature f library 
work for children, as carried on in Pit 
burgh, Brooklyn, Boston, New Haven, | 
Claire, Hartford, and elsewliere 

Doustepay, Pace & Co., New York, ar 


nounce that they have arranged to print ever 
month the best eight illustrations trom ¢a 


of their magazines The ort an 
Country Life in America, for use on bulletu 


boards in public libraries. The Country Life 
in America pictures will follow the changes 
of the season, while the World's Work illus 
trations will deal with current events, por 
traits of distinguished men, etc 


A. Conan Doyte’s new 
African war: its cause and conduct,” w 
is announced, be sent free to 
stitutional library, upon application 
publishers, McClure, Phillips & Co., Nev 
York 


book, “The Sout 


inv publ or uw 


Foote, Elizabeth L. How the secretary an 
librarian may work together (Jn Sunday 
School Times, Feb. 22, 1902, 44:103-104 
This article in Miss Foote’s series on the 


Sunday-school library discusse 
tion of readers and catalogs and 
Sunday-school library 


ts for the 


“HINTS TO SMALI 
Plummer’s useful little 
press in a third edition ind will be shortly 
issued. It will be published by Miss Plum 
mer, from the Pratt Institute Free Library 
The Library Record of 


LIBRARII Miss M. W 
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terly completes its first year's volume with the 
number tor December, 1901, containing the 
table of contents for the year. It opens with 
a sketch of John Howard Clark, one of the 
founders of the Public Library, Museum, and 
Art Gallery of South Australia, and includes 
the usual notes, practical articles and record 
of publications. 


Putnam, Herbert. A national library for the 
United States. (/n Bookman, March, p. 
52-57.) 

An outline of the scope and functions of a 

great national library, presenting the various 

directions in which the Library of Congress 

may promote and serve the interests of li- 

braries and students. 


Suarp, Katharine L. Library schools on a 
graduate basis (/n Publications of the 
Association of Collegiate Alumne, series 3, 
no. 5, Feb.. 1902, pp. 24-33.) 

\ study of the requirements for successful 
library work and the training the students 
receive in the New York State Library School 
and the Illinois State Library School. Of 
these schools Miss Sharp says: “Each of 
these requires two years of college work for 
entrance and gives two years of technical in- 
struction.” She urges that library schools 
connected with universities require a degree 
for entrance and accept no equivalent. 
Soute, Charles C. Modern library buildings. 

(/n Architectural Review, Jan., 1902, 9:1-6.) 

il. 

An historical account of the architectural 
development of the present-day library build- 
ing. This number of the Review is a special 
“library number.” Nearly 50 pages are given 
to plans of library buildings. 


LOCAL. 


Alabama State Dept. of Archives and Hist. 
Progress has been made toward the develop- 
ment of Department of Archives and His- 
tory, created by act of Feb. 27 (1901). The 
objects of the department are “the care and 
custody of official archives, the collection of 
materials bearing upon the history of the 
state, and of the territory included therein, 
from the earliest times, the, completion and 
publication of the state’s official records and 
other historical materials, the diffusion of 
knowledge in reference to the history and re- 
sources of the state, the encouragement of 
historical work and research,” etc. The di- 
rector is Thomas M. Owen, whose plans of 
work include the preparation and publication 
of the report of the Alabama History Com- 
mission; the arrangement and indexing of 
the state archives; the collection of all printed 
and documentary material relating to Ala 
bama; the development of a museum and an 
art gallery; and the compilation of the Ala- 
bama war records 


Altoona (Pa.) Mechanics’ L. The library 
report, as presented in the local press, gives 
the following facts: Added 1732; total 32,- 
750. Issued, home use 36,159. Total mem 
bership 999. Receipts $4438.82; expenses 
$4205.34. 

Atlanta, Ga. Carnegie L. Owing to the 
failure of Miles & Bradt, contractors, to carry 
out specifications, the hard-wood floors in the 
two upper stories of the new library building 
tave been rejected by the supervising archi- 
tect. These floors will have to be removed 
and new floors laid before the building can 


be accepted Nevertheless, the libr: 1s 
opened to the public on March 4, using the 
basement and the stack. The basement has 


a rear entrance, is well lighted, and con 
tains two large work rooms 30x60 feet 
One of these rooms is entirely finished and 
furnished and makes an ideal children’s room. 
The other room will be used for a delivery 
room as it communicates directly with the 
stack. The trustees greatly regret the difficul 


ties, but as they are amply protected in a 
money way, by the failure of the contractor to 
perform his obligation, they feel justified in 


taking this time to have the work done oy 


Miss Wallace says: “Our public opening will 
not take place until the building is finished, 
but in the meantime the public will be given 
a cordial welcome and our ‘back yard’ will 
soon be the most popular place in town.” At 
the opening only informal exercises wert 
held, but these were largely attended 

Augusta (Ga.) Y. M, L. Assoc. (53d rpt 
—year ending April 1, 1901.) Added 620: 
total 9530. Issued, home use 6912, a gain of 
1620 over the preceding year. The list of 
subscribers has increased, and a reduced fee 
has been granted to teachers. A special mem- 
bership ticket at 50 c. is offered to children 
during certain months of the year — June to 
September or July to October —and 26 were 
issued last year. The library was closed for 
eight days in October, during which time the 
rooms were rearranged and decorated with 
most attractive results. 

Boston Athenacum. (Rpt. 1901.) Added 
3471; total 202,166. Issued 57,276. Spent for 
books and binding $9466.67. The number of 
shares in use is given as 802, the total num- 
ber of non-proprietors using the building as 
804. 

During the year the special collection of 
the late Francis Hinde Groome, of Edin- 
burgh, was purchased, the sum required he- 
ing subscribed by four proprietors. The col- 
lection was received in October. It includes 
over 100 v., many rare, and all bearing upon 
the study of gypsies. while there are also over 
3u v. of manuscript notes and correspond- 
ence with Bataillard, the eminent French stu- 
dent of gypsies 

“One of the most difficult of our problems 
in years past has been the disposition of 
pamphlets, which flow steadily in upon the 


| 
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library without regard to season. Thousands rule is a proper one to follow with regard to 
of our pamphlets lie in what may be termed the class of medicine, to works embodying 


the attic, covered with the dust of at least a 
quarter of a century, thousands more are in 
boxes, cataloged by avthors, and many more 
are fully cataloged, but unbound. When it 
became evident that the Athenaum Library 
would be moved it seemed best to face this 
problem at once. All of our biographical 
sketches have been arranged alphabetically 
and bound; new pamphlets are cataloged as 
fast as they are received, and are as soon as 
possible made into bound volumes for the 
shelves. All other pamphlets, if within our 
field and of any value, are considered as 
books, cataloged and put in stiff covers, that 
they may be placed with volumes on the sub- 
jects of which they treat. We hope to dis- 
tribute throughout the library valuable ma- 
terial which has heretofore been lost to all 
except the most persistent searchers for in- 
formation.” 

Naturally the most important event of the 
year, in its future results, was the decision 
to erect a new library building on Arlington 
and Newbury streets. 


Boston Medical Library (26th rpt., 1901.) 
The principal event of the past year has been 
the transfer of the library to the new library 
building on the Fenway, next to the building 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
which the society has erected at the cost of 
over $150,000, “The librarian and cataloger, 
realizing that the prestige of having the best 
adapted building in the country, would be 
marred were the classification and arrange- 
ment of books in the shelves not up to the 
best system endorsed by the leading libra- 
rians of the country, set to themselves the 
task of evolving from the various systems in 
vogue that which was best adapted to the 
practical requirements of the library. To 
accomplish this they have made a profound 
study of the details of the different schemes 
advocated by library experts, made several 
visits to New York, Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington to consult with other librarians, and 
have finally settled upon a classification which 
embraces the best points of all the systems 
which they have considered.” 

The library has received from Dr. H. R 
Storer, of Newport, an extraordinary collec- 
tion of medical medals numbering 2139, which 
have been arranged around the walls of the 
reading room in swinging leaves, so that both 
sides of each medal can be examined. A card 
catalog of the entire collection has been made, 
giving complete descriptions, and some 250 
engravings and photographs of medals not 
yet represented in the collection are added 

The librarian further says: “A new depar- 
ture in library administration has been made 
by me with the assent of the executive com- 
mittee. It has been the invariable custom in 
all libraries to keep and to place upon the 
shelves every edition of every book that 
chanced to come into their possession. This 


original research, and to special monographs, 
but when extended to handbooks compiled 
chietly for the if students, 1t cumbers our 
shelves with books embodying only the state of 
medicine at the time when they were written 
After a few years they become antiquated, 
teach many doctrines long since repeated [re- 
jected?], and, as a matter of fact, they are 
never consulted. I have consequently gone 
through the whole library and thrown out 
every edition of any general treatise and hand 
book between the first and the last that we 
have. By this process I have reduced the 
library by 1082 books, with a great gain in 
shelf room, and, as I beheve, no loss of ef- 
ficiency That we might know where we 
could find, and, in case of need, borrow, any 
edition of any book thus excluded, we have 
given to the library of the Surgeon-General’s 
office in Washington all suc! they did not 
already possess. The number which they ac- 
cepted amounted to 384 volumes.” 

Brooklyn (N. Y.) P I The following 
tables have been prepared to show the 1901 
monthly circulation of the library, arranged 
according to the size of the circulation, and 
the seasons of the year. It is pointed out that 
these figures are rather curious, in showing 
that the library has no light and no heavy 


season : 


95.441 Jan 74,426 
Sg,822 Sept 3.807 
Dec 88.382 May 
Aug 87,386 June 69.342 
July Apr 69,162 
Mar.. . 74,635 Feb 68,245 
Dec.-Feb 231,053 June-Aug 237 
Mar.-May ‘ 216,007 Sept.-Nov 159,260 


On Feb. 12 the city sinking fund comm: 
sion authorized the Public Library dire 
tors to lease one floor of the building 
known as Avon hall, on Bedford avenue, 
for a term of two years, at a rental of $1800 
per year. This step has long been desired 
by the library authorities, but there have 
been a succession of obstacles to carrying 
it out. It is proposed to transfer the Bed 
ford branch of the library to these new quart 
ters, leaving the present building, at 26 Bree 
voort place, which is not well adapted for 
public use, for the administrative work of 
the library 

A party of the directors, act mpanied by 
Mr. Hill. the librarian, recently visited Phil 
adelphia, Pittsburgh, Allegheny and Buffalo, 
on a trip of library inspection, in the interest 
of the new Carnegie branches, now planned 
Cleveland, Toledo and Detroit were also vi 


ited by ome if the men 

Site have been recommends 1 for seven of 
the Brooklyn Carnegie branche These are 
as follow block bouns 1 by Marcy ave 
nue. Rodney street and Division avenue, $50 


ooo: 2, Franklin avenue, opposite Hancock, 
between Fulton and Jefferson avenue, $25 
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000 ; 3, northwest corner of Clinton and Union 
streets, $26,000; 4, southeast corner of Fourth 
avenue and Pacific street, $30,000; 5, south 
corner of Bushwick and DeKalb avenues, 
$30,000; 6, corner of Norman avenue and 
Leonard street, $36,000; 7, corner of Fourth 
avenue and Stst street, $12,500. 


Buffalo (N. Y.) P. L. (5th rpt., 1901.) 
Added 19,465; total 169,728; in addition there 
are 97 v. of directories, 1847 v. of permanent 
collection, and 4166 children’s picture books, 
making a total of 175,838 bound volumes. 
Issued, home use 966,450 (fict., incl. juv. fict., 
626 %): issued from stack for lib. use 39,- 


488. New cards issued 20,060; total cards in 
iorce 58,239. Receipts $88,575.88; expenses 


$87,903.01. 

fhe total circulation shows a decrease of 
14.785, due probably to the distractions of the 
Pan-American exposition, and to the closing 
of the circulating department for three days 
n special occasions. “The Pan-American 
had. however, a greater effect on our circula- 
tion than the small falling off would indicate, 
for if we analyze the figures, they show that 
the circulation at the main library, which 
would be most affected by the exposition and 
its attractions, fell off 68.275, while the out- 
side agencies, such as schools, branches and 
the like. made a net gain of 53,400. Mr El- 
mendorf adds: “The percentage of fiction read 
is about as I would have it. The figures show 
a reduction from .671 to .656. This has been 
through no special effort to reduce the num- 
ber of books of fiction read, as there has been 
no such effort. There has been an effort to 
improve the class of reading, and particularly 
to improve the grade of fiction read.” 
In the open shelf department from a stock 
f about 18.000 v. the home use circulation 
was 240,188, giving an average turnover of 
more than 13 per volume. “The books on 
the open shelves are all selected, recommended 
books. and it would seem to prove that alla 
good book needs in he way of recommenda- 
tion is to put it where it can make its own 
attractions felt, that is where people can see 
it. handle and examine it for themselves.” 

There are now 33 schools, with 532 separ- 
ate class room libraries, using in all 25,114 
hooks. The home circulation for the year 
was 233.102. It is urged that the work be 
extended as fast as possible to all the schools 
of the city. 84 travelling libraries, of 2482 
v.. were sent out to fire houses, 


pe sta- 


tions, hospitals, clubs, societies, etc. 
There are now eight delivery stations, one 
having been opened during the year. There 


are three branches, only one of which, the 
William Ives branch, really deserves that 
name. the others being too small to come 
properly within that designation. 

The removal from the library building of 


several societies which have been quartered 
there since its erection, will soon give much- 
needed room for library purposes. 
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Burlington (Ja.) P. L. (15th rpt.— year 
ending Dec. 31, 1901.) Added 2088; total 
21,148. Issued, home use 49,401; school issue 
4908; ref. use 5000, New cards issued 534. 
Expenses $6149.41. 

“The public has been admitted to the stack 
room since the first of July. The privilege 
has been greatly appreciated and no bad re- 
sults have come to light 

“We accomplish what libraries do not often 
attempt with the same working force, namely, 
our work with the schools and our reference 


work for the women’s clubs and others. But 
we are in one particular behind even the 
small libraries which are up with the times 


I refer to our lack of a children’s depart- 
ment.” 

President Crapo, of the board of tru 
refers to the meeting of the state library asso 
ciation held in Burlington last October, and 


urges an increase of the levy tor library main 
| 


tenance. He says: “We must not lose sight ‘ f 
the fact that our library has been growing 
rapidly in spite of the c ymparatively small 
revenues. Since we hav occupied our new 


building the spheres of influence of the books, 
and the other educational opportunities at 
forded by our building, have been devel 

and increasing at a very rapid rate. We have 
no longer a small library, but a large on ; 
a city of this size.” 

Burlington, Vt., Fletcher F. L. 
—year ending Dec. 31, 1901.) Added =60; 
total 27,319. Issued, home use 43.802 (fict. 
and juv. 33.203.) New cards issued 
irculated from the li- 


(28th rpt 


endured for years the inconvemiences of t 


old building can understand the pleasure 
gratitude with which we look forward to a 
properly constructed library building.” 


Cedar Rapids (Ia.) F. P. L.. The bser- 
vance of the annual “Library day” on Feb 
14 proved most successful \ special exhibit 
of art and illustrated books, photographs, 
etc.. was displayed, and there was a large at- 
tendance of interested visitors. In the 
ing addresses were delivered in the library 
auditorium, among the speakers being 
McConnell, superintendent of schools, Miss 
Irene Warren, of the Iowa University school 
of education, and R. C. Barrett, state super- 
intendent of public instruction. 


and 


even- 


Chattanooga, Tenn. Carnegie L. A letter 
recently received by Mayor Chambliss from 
Andrew Carnegie suggests certain amend- 
ments in the language of the ordinance re- 
cently passed accepting Mr. Carnegie’s gift 
of $50,000 for a library building and making 
an appropriation of $5000 for the maintenance 
of the library. When these amendments have 
been made, and a site for the building se- 


brary are taken out by teachers and scholars ; 
The event of the year was the gift of $50,- 
coo from Andrew Carnegie for a new library 
» building ; “ne ne but a librarian who has 
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cured, arrangements will be made to make 
payments on the building as the work pro- 
ceeds. The amendments called for by Mr. 
Carnegie are on one point only. The ord: 
nance, as passed, fixes the appropriation at 
$sooo for the first year and adds, “and said 
city will hereafter make provision 
for proper support and maintenance thereof.” 
The amendment called for by Mr. Carnegi 
is covered by the words, “at a cost of not less 
than $5000 yearly,” thus binding the city to 
expenditure in the future of not less than the 
sum named each year. It is thought that the 
change required in the ordinance will be 
promptly made. 


Cheyenne, Wyo. Carnegie L. On Feb. 4 
Ross C. Irvine was appointed librarian of the 


suitable 


new Carnegie Library He also succeeds 
Mrs. E. Mason Smih as county librarian, as 


the county library will be consolidated with 
the Carnegie institution 

Cincinnati (O.) L. Soc. for the Blind 
(Preliminary rpt., Jan., 1902.) As the work 
described in this little pamphlet is hardly 
more than a year old the report deals mainly 
with details of aims and organization rhe 
purpose of the society is to reach with books 
and readings the 400 blind persons known to 
reside in Hamilton county. Many of these 
have been taught to read in the state istitu- 
tion and trained in some art or trade, but 
after leaving the institution they are shut off 
from books or from further help and instruc- 
tion. Members of the society serve as vol- 
unteer readers and as guides to bring blind 
persons to and from the library, and a weekly 
course of instruction in reading and writing 
is also conducted, “For a year and longer 
there have been readings at the Public Libra- 
ry, to which the blind have come in encourag- 


ing numbers The attendance has _ varied 
from three or four to 20 and more. An aver- 
age attendance has been eight or 10.” There 


are now five readings each week, in courses 
on English literature, from current magazines, 
French history, political science, and current 
novels. Special authors’ readings have also 
been given. The collection of books for the 
blind in the Public Library now numbers sev- 
eral hundred volumes, and is maintained by 
the society. The president of the society is 
Mr. N. D. C. Hodges, the librarian of the 
Public Library. 


Cincinnati (O.) P. L. A successful public 
entertainment was given on Feb. 1 by the 
Library League of Cincinnati, in the city 
Auditorium It f 
music, and the two-act play “Little 
The league was established in April, 1901, by 
Miss Elizabeth Abbott, who is in charge of 
the children’s work at the library, and is 
modelled upon the children’s library leagues 
developed elsewhere. It has now a member 
ship of 1600, secured without the aid of the 
Such entertainments as that recent- 


consisted of recitations, 
women 


- ? 
SC hools. 


ly given are planned at intervals, to give a 
social interest to the league 
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Columbia University I New Y 
Memorial resolutions upon the deat 
late William Goddard Baker were 
drawn up by the | iry staff and tr 
to Mr. Baker's family Phe resoluti 
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Gloversville (N. Y.) P. L. The common 
council at a meeting on Feb 17, voted to 
accept Andrew Carnegie’s offer of $50,000 for 
a library building, on condition that the city 


appropriate $5000 annually for maintenance. 


Helena (Mont.) P. L. The library report 
for 1901, as printed in the local press, gives 
the following facts: Added 1784; total 30,- 
529. Issued, home use 75,132 (fict. 59%). 
New registration 711; total registration 11,- 
127 

The juvenile circulation for the year 
amounted to 40 per cent. of the total issue, of 
which fiction formed 52 per cent. “Two of 
the library assistants took the course in libra- 
ry science offered last summer at the Chau- 
tauqua assembly, thus increasing the efficien- 
cy of the staff.” 

Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
The legislative, judicial and executive ap- 
propriations bill, now pending in Congress, 
carries the usual provisions for the mainte- 
nance of the Library of Congress. These in- 
clude the following increases in salary and 
additional service, according to the estimates 
prepared by the Librarian of Congress: 

The salary of the assistant to the chief 
clerk is raised from $900 to $1000, and a mes- 
senger at $840, instead of an assistant mes- 
senger at $720, is provided for. The salary 
of the chief of the order and ey di- 
vision is increased from $2000 to $225 

Additional assistants in the Cat: mel Di- 
vision are provided for as follows: Two at 
$1800 each, one at $1500, five at $1400 each, 
five at $1200 each. three at $1000 each, three at 
$900 each, two at $800 each, and three at $720 
each, making a total increase of 24 persons at 
$27,560. 

The salary of the chief of the Bibliography 
Division is increased from $2000 to $2500. 
The salary of the assistant in the reading 
room for the blind is increased from $1000 to 
$1200. An important increase, involving a 
new appointment, is that of the head of the 
Manuscripts Division, for which the salary is 
increased from $1500 to $3000, and two as- 
sistants at $1200 and $900, respectively, are 
given in lieu of two assistants at $720 each. 
The salary of the chief of the Maps and 
Charts Division is increased from $2000 to 
$2500 

In the Copyright Office additional employes 
are given as follows: three clerks at $1400 
each; one clerk at $1200; one clerk at $1000; 
two clerks at $900 each, and two clerks at 
$720 each, making a net increase of nine per- 
sons at $9640. 

For opening the library on Sundays, from 
2 o'clock until 10 p.m. $10,000 is recom- 
mended under the librarian, and $2500 un- 
der the superintendent of the building. 

The bill as amended in the Senate increases 
the rth for the purchase of books from $60,- 
000, provided in the House bill, to $100,000, 


as asked for in the estimates 
An amendment to the bill 


was submitted 
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on Feb by Mr. Lodge, providing an in- 
crease of the salary of the chief of the Di- 
vision of Bibliography from $2500 to $3000. 


Maryland, Library legislation for. A bill 
has been introduced into the legislature pro- 
viding for county maintenance of public li- 
braries. It authorizes the board of county 
commissioners to levy an annual tax not ex- 
ceeding five cents on each $100, to be known 
as a free library fund. The commissioners 
have the power to establish libraries and 
reading rooms where desired, and the gov- 
erning boards of any municipality in which 
they are placed may levy an additional tax of 
seven per cent., which is to be paid over to 
a board of trustees, consisting of nine persons, 
to be known as library directors, w ho are to 
be named for the county at large by the com- 
missioners. These directors are to serve six 
years, two being appointed biennially, and 
are to have complete control of the county li- 
braries 

In addition there is to be appointed a free 
library commission of five members, to be 
named by the governor and to serve without 
pay. One thousand dollars is appropriate:! 
to pay incidentals, including pay for a sec 
retary. 

New Orleans, La. Howard L. The library 
prints from time to time in the local press 
short lists of books on special subjects, new 
accessions, etc., among the most recent being 
a careful and full list of the material con- 
tained in the library relating to Washington 
This was classed under Washington as an 
author, Lives of Washington, Special periods 
of the life of Washington, Washington and 
othefs, Washington celebrations, Portraits, 
Washington papers, Mount Vernon, Mary 
Washington, Martha Washington 

New York P. L. Sites for six of the Car 
negie branch libraries have been selected, as 
follows: 1, in East 79th street, between Sec- 
ond and Third avefhues; 2, nos. 29, 31 and 33 
East Broadway, $102,000; 3, plot 45 feet 
frontage with too feet depth on the southerly 
side of 82d street, 100 feet east of West End 
avenue, $47,000; 4, on the southerly side of 
138th street, 175 feet east of Lincoln avenue, 
$20,000 ; Tremont, near the Harlem Rail- 
road station and the borough building; 6, nos 
224, 226 and 228 East 125th street, to be ac- 
quired by condemnation proceedings at an es- 
timated cost of $17,000 or $18,000. 

The purchase of the first site has already 
been authorized by the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment. 


Newark (N. J.) F. P. L. The annual meet 
ing of the trustees was held on Feb. 6. The 
report of Miss Beatrice Winser, acting libra- 
rian during the greater part of the past year, 
showed a circulation of 304,926. The esti- 
mate of expenses presented for the year 1992 
amounted to $48,121. Regarding this esti- 
mate the finance committee reported as fol- 
lows: 


| 


March, 1902] 


“This estimate provides only for the maim 
tenance of the library as it is now running 
It allows a little for the natural and normal 
growth, which must come in any event, but 
nothing for that increase in popularity and 
usefulness which our new building makes it 
incumbent on us to use every effort to se 
cure, In the schools, we have already come 
to a limit of use through the lack of appro 


priate books. 5000 volumes added to the 
shelves of the children’s room would find 
users almost at once, and would, through 


schoolhouse branches, carry the habit of using 
our library into hundreds of houses in every 
quarter of the city 

“The employes of our manufacturing es 
tablishments should have plainly pre sented to 
them the fact that this library is for them and 
that they will confer a favor on it, on its 
management and on their city, which built it, 
by coming often to it and using freely of its 
books. This can be done by notices in fac 
tories, through the children in the schools and 
also, of course, through the daily press 

“But to do this and like work calls for 
funds for ‘publicity and promotion,’ and es 
pecially for technical books of every kind 
[These are expensive and soon out of date 

“The delivery stations need more care and 
should be increased in number. More lists 
for the use of persons in remote parts of th 
city should be compiled and published 

“A beginning should be made at once on 
a system of branch libraries. The branch is 
a much more effective method of extending 
the use of the library than a delivery station 
It takes to the people, not only the single 
book, often not the one wanted, but a good 
collection to select from and a competent 
person to wait upon visitors. Branches could 
be established and maintained for a year for 
from $1500 to $4000 each, depending on their 
size, rent, cost of fittings, number of volumes 
and number of days per week on which they 
are open.” 

The local Wednesday Club on Feb. 19 gave 
a dinner in honor of J. C. Dana, the recently 
appointed librarian. At its close Mr. Dana 
spoke of the needs of the library and its ad- 
vantages and suggested ideas for future ex 
tension. He thought that the library should 
be open longer each day and should be open 
more on Sundays and holidays. “The assem- 
bly-room, which is not yet seated, should be 
more used for gatherings. The exhibition 
rooms should be employed for loan shows of 
pictures or collections which would illustrate 
the principal manufacturing interests of the 
city 

“More citizens should be brought to under- 
stand the uses of the reference room. ‘The 
collection of patents might be increased in 
usefulness by the addition of plans and speci 
fications at a cost of about $1500. Photo- 
graphs of the great paintings might be pro 
cured for the art room at a moderate cost 


The reference room should be more widely 
advertised.” 


children’s books were 


More 
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needed, and alist 
Regarding branches, Mr. Dana said 
“Two kinds might be suggested 
new kind. I would hire a large 
ground floor, near Market and Broad streets 
but perhaps a | or two away s 
avoid the very high rent Here 
no novels, but a small lectior f the best 
literature, belles lettre a tine lection of 
technical books nd diet il 1 technical 
subjects, maps to b ng n the ] 
the directories of citi t d general 
dictionaries 1 tl 
and 
provement Phet 
rear in which sn 
It she uld he wu det 


periodicals cle ng 


library, a us titwtior It vd 
be an expernnent weit wd 
worth trying 

We uld inake tl otl 
popular 
southeastern section of tl 
cious building, say 30 | gO f 
would be stocked with | 1 
cal books of the best 


ing 


1d 
i War tee 1 the 


books.” 

Viagara Falls (N. 5 ] Phe 
birthday of the library served 
nnual “library day” on Fel In the « 
ing a publi 
attended by about 
music refreshments were served | 
next birthday party wil s hoped, be g 
in the new Carnegie building 


Norwich (l't.) P. 1 The handsome new 
library building was dedicated on Feb. 26, in 
the presence of a large audience uild 
ing was erected by public sul 
a one-story brick structure attractively a 


adequately fitted up. 


reception was held, wl 
200 mT ther 


and 


Northampton, Mass. Forbes 1 
— year ending Nov. 30, 1901.) 
total 84.543. The number of books purchases 


was 7249, at a cost of $12,890.50, or an aver 
age of $1.78 per v. Issued, home use 88.134 
(fict. 47.39¢: photographs 10.2%); lib. use 
7584. New registration 967; total registra 
tion in force 5386 

It is noted that the three 
of the city (City, Lilly, and 
contain a total of nearly 125,000 v., and have 
a total circulation of 153,038 v., with a fiction 
issue of 42%. “The population being 18.04 
(by the census of 1900), the issue was &2 
per annum per inhabitant (home use 7.4) ‘ 
Mr. Cutter states that the Forhe brary 
circulation appears to have reached tts limit 
“it is only 314 per cent. more than in 1900 
and nearly two-thirds of | 


to the growing use of phe 
tographs.” There are 
operation 

The Hampshire Distr 
tion has been granted the use, for 
of the room 


t Medical Associa 
meetings 
containing medical books In 
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this connection reference is made to the de- 
sirability of the bill for cheap library postage, 
now pending in Congress. “This library is 
forming an excellent collection of the latest 
medical books, which are freely lent and 
would be much more useful if they could be 
freely ordered and sent by mail; but medical 
books are heavy and postage and expressage 
are dear, and country doctors’ receipts are 
not large The passage of the bill would 
quadruple the usefulness of our medical li- 
brary and what we call our life-saving ser- 
vice.” 

The art department has grown to be un- 
usually large and comprehensive. The col- 
lection of photographs numbers 44,000. “That 
the opportunities for art study are more and 
more appreciated is shown by the growth of 
the art clubs which have become a permanent 
feature in the social life of the city.” Mr. 
Cutter adds: “In the selection and showing 
of our photographs and photoprints we have 
followed no restrictive policy. We have not 
thought it necessary to exclude Murillo’s and 
Raphael's Madonnas for fear of shocking 
Protestants and Hebrews, representations of 
heathen gods as offensive to Christians, war 
pictures as painful to the advocates of peace, 
drinking scenes as distasteful to teetotalers, 
or the modest nude for fear of Anthony Com- 
stock. We have assumed and have found that 
our adult visitors are enlightened enough to 
enjoy the art of pictures whose subject they 
may not sympathize with; and for the young 
it is not altogether the best preparation for 
life to close one’s eyes or to have them ban- 
daged. So while excluding what everybody 
excludes we have put on our walls what every 
art gallery admits.” 


Oberlin (O.) College L. (Rpt. — year end- 
ing Aug. 31, 1901.) Added 4689 (gifts 3724) ; 
total 49,394. Total no. of readers 73,843; 13,- 
164 v. were drawn for home use by 1023 per- 
sons. The notable increase in additions is 
mainly due to the accessioning of the collec 
tion of Gen. Jacob D. Cox, which had been 
in possession of the library since his death, 
and the gift of 500 volumes from Mrs, Mary 
B. Ingham. General Cox's collection made a 
total of 2200 additions, rich in the literature of 
military science, the Civil War, the micro- 
scope and the diatomacez 

Mr. Root makes an urgent presentation of 
the need for more room and more books. It 
is thought that the annual book purchase 
fund should as soon as possible be raised to 
$<000. The overcrowding of the shelves made 
it necessary to store over 18,000 volumes of 
duplicates in a small room formerly used by 
the chemical laboratory \ rough shelf list 
was first prepared, so that the books can be 
found if desired. “The remainder of our du 
plicates, together with our large collection of 
duplicate magazines and newspapers, are wait- 
ing until some other room can be provided. 
The shelf room in the third story of the li- 
brarv building, made vacant by the removal 


of this large number of duplicates, was im- 
mediately assigned to a portion of the regular 
collection of the library, classes 500 to 799 
being transferred to that floor. In making 
this transfer the opportunity was seized to 
bring back into their regular order the large 
number of long sets which some six years 
ago were placed in the basement to give us 
more shelf room. This division of subjects, 
while unavoidable at the time, had proved in 
practice extremely unsatisfactory, and we 
were glad to take the opportunity to bring 
all the books of a class together once more.” 
It is thought that this change, and the rear- 
rangement made possible by it, will provid 
for two years’ growth. 

During the year two or three apprentice as- 
sistants were employed with satisfactory re- 
sults. The staff library club has been con- 
tinued, and has been very helpful “in stimu- 
lating all the staff to a higher ideal of library 
service and to that personal study of library 
problems. without which even the most .ef- 
ficient is in danger of falling into ruts.” 


Ohio, Library legislation for. The com- 
mittee on legislation of the Ohio State Li- 
brary Association, W. T. Porter, chairman, 
has drafted a bill providing for county libra- 
ries in Ohio. It provides that where there is 
already a public library at a county seat it 
may be made a county library by agreement 
between the library trustees and county com 
missioners. Then stations may be established 
throughout the county and the county taxes 
help to support the system. Where there is 
no public library at a county seat the bill 
provides that the county commissioners may 
establish one. The plan is the same as is now 
in existence in Hamilton county. 


Plainfield (N. J.) P. L. Arrangements 
have been made by the librarian by which 
each afternoon excepting Saturday is especial- 
ly devoted to giving information and refer 
ence aid to readers. During the hours from 
2 to 5.30 p.m. the librarian remains in charge 
of the information desk, to give attention to 
all requests for assistance. So far as possi- 
ble users of the reference department are 
asked to make their inquiries during the hours 
mentioned. Persons who visit the library 
only in the evening may use the information 
desk by leaving a memorandum of the infor- 
mation desired, and any material available 
will be set aside for their use on the follow- 
ing evening. The reference work of the li- 
brary has recently received favorable notice 
in the local press 

An interesting exhibit of books, pictures 
and designs relating to domestic architecture 
and house decorations and furnishings was 
held on Feb. 15 and 16, It included many 
valuable bocks from the Babcock Scientific 
Library, interesting pictures, and reproduc- 
tions of interiors, and several interested spe 
cialists in different subjects — architecture, 
woodcarving, etc.— were in attendance to give 
information and explanation 


| 
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Portland (Me.) P. L. (13th rpt. —nine 
months ending Dec. 31, 1901.) Added 1217: 
total 50,519. Issued, home use 658,412 (fict 
59 “e). Reading room attendance 23,410; ret 
13.519; Sunday at- 
registration 2784; active 
Receipts $11,847.29; ex- 


erence room attendance 
tendance 2708. N« 
cardholders 621 
penses $9990.31 


The young people’s reading room had an 
attendance of 17.075 

Reading (Pa.) P. L (Rpt 3d rpt., 
1gol.) Added 2076; total 11,717; lost 18 
Issued 79.718 (fict. 69,314). New registration 
1717 tal cards issued 6902 

rt, while “not marked 


such rush and enthusiasm as the open 
md year brought to us The 
{ away and the library has 
down and become 


by any 
ing and sec 
ss has passe 
to a great extent settled 
a factor of daily and interest 
Shelving is inadequate, and more re 
greatly needed It is pointed out that the 
number of borrowers has increased 31 per 
cent. or nearly one-third over 1g00, while the 
number of volumes has cnly increased 21 per 
or about one-fifth, “which is out of all 
tion to the ratio that should obtain.” 


St. Joseph (Mo.) F. P. L. Removal to the 
handsome new building was begun on Feb. 20 
and completed by Feb. 24, the library being 
closed for the following week to permit in- 
ventory and other necessary work to be car- 
ried through. As an aid in the removal, the 
library board, at its previous meeting, au 
thorized the librarian to issue double the 
usual number of books to readers, if desired 
The books thus issued were made returnable 
after the opening in the new build 


new 


usefulness 


1s 


cent., 


propo 


two 
ing 
South Bend (lid.) P. L. The library was 


n it opens d 
rooms. In 


founded in 


1000 ix 


with about 


i. library building is erected at a cost for 
building and lot, of $40,000. This building 
has a book capacity of 60,000 volumes, with 
lecture halls and society rooms At present 
it houses the collections of the Northern In 


iety. In 1808 the libra 
rding to the Dewey sys 
tem and a card shelf-list was made, which has 
since answered the dual purpose of a shelf 
list and a subject catalog. A dictionary cata 
log was begun in February, 1902, and will be 


diana Historical S 
ry was lassified a 


completed during the summer. The library 
now contains 10,041 volumes, has 3035 regis 
tered borrowers, and during the year Igo! 
circulated 37,908 volumes. Miss Evelyn C 


Humphrey has been librarian since the open 
ing of the library 


(Wash.) City I The librarian’s 
printed in the local press, gives 
Total 7600. Issued, 62 

9254): membership 
shows an increase of 


Spokane 
report, as 
the following facts: 
641 (fict. 45.449; Juv 
1560, The circulation 


89.3 % over the previous year, due mainly to 
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abolition of the membership fee rh 
mand for fiction remains about th 
while the de | for juvemle books ste , 
decre lw KS a tea 
increases | 1 ce ind tor juve 
ile works, w ‘ due in part to th 
unfortunate | i the library, and the 
fear Many t i! contagious 
eases Owing to t [ mity of the ty 
health office 

Syracuse At; eting of 
the trustees on Feb. 7 a resolution \ passed 


increasing the i braria W 
Mundy, from $2000 to $3000 pet ! 


IVaterlo (/a.) / (Rpt year ene 
ing Dec. 31, 190! Added 148 total 
given Issued 43.682; lost 12 Recet 
$1950 IQ; expenses $ )42.97 

Westborough (Mass.) P. 1 Added 6 
total 13,252. Issued 29,48¢ ts to reading 
room 8063 New registration 22 total reg 
istration 3914. 

“Another year has passed and but 
progress has been made toward thie { 
tion of a library building.” A site was put 
chased several years ag and from bequ 
and other sources a building fund of 1 
$10,000 has been raised. Plans and speci 
tions have also been drawn up independent 
by two architects, who offer, if accepted, t 
give them, together with their services, wit 
out charge to the town Eight exhibit 
were held during the vear, through the t 
ties of the Library Art Club 

Wilmington (Del.) Institute 1 
library has extended a cordial ,invitat 
all the residents of Newcastle county 
themselves of its privilege Phere are 
694 non-resident borrowers, but tl nut 
would be largely im f the possi! 
of non-resident use ry were mort 
largely known. The 1 branch of the 
library has recently been developed in 
ous ways, including the establishment of a 
children’s department. The branch was ong 
inally the Rockford Libra proprietat 
institution, which w later transferred t 
Institute Free Librat nd maintamed 
branch, It is housed in a large room on the 
second floor of a bu building VI 
original collection comprised about 2200 
which has now grown to over 3000 idiing 
a small but good retere e collect 
hooks are sent nt t tra tl 
library 

Windsor (I't.) L. Ass (19th rpt., J 
1902.) Added 346 (238 purchased); tot 
S997. Issued, home use 10,778 (fict. 79° 
New cards ued ot. “The use of books in 
the library room hows a tendency to in 


crease, but is hit 


continually mereasing pre ire of the wholl 
msuthicient accomn dation both for reader 
and librarians \ taloe of fiction and 
juvenile book n the library was published 
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in March, and sold at half the cost of print- 
ing. But only 50 copies out of an edition of 
500 have been disposed of. The librarian, 
Mr. Goddard, says: “This is only another il- 
lustration of a well settled fact that for a 
library like ours printing catalogs is a gross 
waste of money. We are not likely to try the 
experiment soon again.” 

During the year the library received a be- 
quest of $1900 from the late Hon. C. C. Bea- 
man. Maxwell Evarts, Mr. Beaman’s suc- 
cessor on the library board, has announced 
that he will continue for the present, “in 
substantially the same form, Mr. Beaman’s 
annual donation of books to the library on 
the selection of the resident clergymen.’ 
lhis donation, it is noted, has already added 
about 615 volumes to the library shelves, “of 
which about one-third represented the dis- 
tinctive denominational theology of the rev- 
erend gentlemen selecting and about one- 
fifth more were also theological books” — 
not it would seem, the most satisfactory pro- 
portion in the case ofa = town collection. 

Wisconsin State Hist. Soc., Madison. The 
proceedings of the annual meeting held Dec. 
12, 1901, are just issued in pamphlet form. 
The report of R. G. Thwaites on the work of 
the library was previously noted in these col- 
umns (L. y., Jan., p. 44) rhe duplication 
of the official card catalog for public use is 


one of the most important tasks before the 
library staff and is receiving constant atten- 
tion 


“During the year there has been completed 
a card catalog of our large collection of gen- 
ealogy. Ours being one of the three or four 
most important collections of genealogical ma- 
terial in the United States, this department 
is largely resorted to by men and women 
from various portions of the west, either per- 
sonally or by letter. A special card catalog 
of this description is a valuable addition to 
our working machinery. We already pos- 
sess a similar catalog to our great newspaper 
collection, and one to the sources of informa- 
tion relative to the biographies of prominent 
men and women of Wisconsin. Others, de- 
voted to maps and manuscripts, and public 
documents, will be prepared in due course. 


FOREIGN. 


Hamilton (Ont., Can.) P. L. R. T. Lance- 
field, for several years librarian of the Public 
Library, disappeared just prior to the annual 
meeting of the board on Feb. 7, when it was 
learned that his accounts revealed a shortage 
of about $4000 in the library funds. War- 
rants were later issued for his arrest on the 
charge of defalcation. The books were 
promptly turned over for examination by an 
expert accountant, who reported that the dis- 
crepancies in record began in July, 1900, and 
extended to the present time. It was evident 
that Mr. Lancefield had several times, in the 
absence of the chairman of the board, ob- 
tained duplicate checks for his own salary, 
and had made other salary overdrafts. From 


January, 1901, no entries were made in the 
books, the bank book and checks found being 
the only means of learning the state of af- 
fairs. The minute book, check book and or- 
der book had all been mutilated and the min- 
utes and stubs subtracted. “In the month 
of January, 1901, the larger part of the dis- 
crepancies begin, the practice apparently be- 
ing to obtain checks from different chairmen 
simultaneously, and for this purpose the 
change in the chairmanship, under the rules 
of the board, appears to have furnished the 
first opportunity.” 

At a later meeting of the board, Mr. John 
Kenrick, a member of the board and a fot 
mer chairman, was appointed to act as libra 
rian and secretary for the present year, with- 
out salary. Mr. Kenrick had offered his ser 
vices in this way to aid in setting affairs 
straight again, and they were gladly ac 
cepted. 

Mr. Lancefield was thoroughly trusted by 
his associates, and was a man of wide pop- 
ularity. It is now stated that he was an invet 
erate gambler, and that the cause of his defal 
cations was undoubtedly race-track and pool- 
room gambling. To his wife and family the 
news of his disappearance and the reason for 
it came as a distressing shock. Mrs. Lance- 
field at once offered to turn over her hus- 
band’s life insurance, amounting to $15,000, 
to the library board, to make up the shortage 
the present value of the insurance is estimated 
at about $3000. 


Victoria, P. L. of Western Australia. (Rpt 
— year ending June 30, 1901.) Added 5212: 
total 43.940, Visitors to lib. 121,253, of whom 
5551 were women, “being the largest atten 
dance during any one year since the opening 
of the library.” The new library building, 
plans for which are now under way, is very 
greatly needed, as the present quarters are 
quite inadequate to the demands made upon 
them. 


Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can, The city coun- 
cil on Feb. 10 by a vote of six to five de- 
cided to accept without reservation the offer 
of Andrew Carnegie to give $75,000 to Winni- 
peg for a free public library building 


Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can., Provincial L. 
(Rpt. — year ending Dec. 31, 1901.) Added 
888: total 14.708. Receipts $4250; expenses 
$4365. The special feature of the report is its 
renewed emphasis upon the need of a new 
building 

“A hope was expressed last year that the 
government would have acted upon the rec- 
ommendation of the library committee and 
the legislature upon the proposed new build- 
ing for the library and museum. The con- 
struction of su:h a building will take nearly 
two years, and just what is to be done in the 
interim, is a problem somewhat difficult of 
solution. The rooms at present occupied by 
the library are urgently required for other 
congested departments.” 


| | 
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Gifts and Bequests. 


Mattapoisett, Mass. On Feb. 3 ata special 
town meeting George H. Purrington, Jr., of 
Mattapoisett, offered to give $10,000 for the 
erection of a suitable library building The 
offer was accepted, and a committee was ap 
pointed to report upon location and cost of 
site. The site will be furnished by the town 

Oconto, Wis. George Farnsworth, of Chi 
cago, formerly of Oconto, has notified the 
common council of the latter city that he will 
present it with a $15,000 building for a public 
library. 

Pine Hill, N. Y. Henry Morton, president 
of Stevens Institute, has decided to erect a 
library building at Pine Hill, as a memorial 
to his wife, who died there last summer. A 
small public library, containing about 1000 
y.. has been maintained in the village for 
several years, largely through Dr. Morton's 
efforts. 

Carnegie library gifts 


Amsterdam, N. Y. Feb. 9. $25,000. 

Bessemer, Pa. Feb. 20. $30,000. 

Chippewa Falls, Wis. Feb. 17 $20,000. 

Dillon, Mont, Jan. 26. $7500. 

Fond du Lac, Wis. Feb. 8. $30,000. Ac- 
cepted. 

Grand Island, Neb. Feb. 7. $20,000. 

Kokomo, Ind. Feb, 28. $25,000. Accepted. 

Mitchell, S. D. Jan. 28. $10,000. Accepted 
Feb. 10. 

Peterboro (N. H.) Town L. Feb. 19. 
$5000. 

Pomona, Cal. Feb. 17. $15,000 

Port Huron, Mich. Feb. 6. $40,000. <Ac- 
cepted Feb, 10. 

Pueblo, Colo. Feb, 14. $60,000. Accepted, 

Salina, Kan. Feb. 25. $15,000. 

Santa Ana, Tex. Feb. 3. $15,000. 

Smith's Falls, Can. Jan. 31. $10,000. 
Sparta, Wis. Feb, 12. $10,000 

Watervliet, N. Y. Feb. 10. $20,000 

Wilmington, O. Feb. 7. $10,000. 


Winfeld, Can. Feb. 18. $15,000 
Librarians. 


Epwarps, Miss Ella May, of the New York 
State Library School, 1894-95, formerly hbra- 
rian of the Buffalo Historical Society, 1s now 
engaged in cataloging the Public Library of 
South Bend, Ind. 


GARDNER, Miss Mary C., was on Feb. 1 
elected librarian of the Helena (Mont.) Pub- 
lic Library, succeeding Frank C. Patten. Since 
Mr. Patten’s resignation two years since Miss 
Gardner has served as acting librarian. She 
has been a member of the library staff for a 
number of years 
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Henry, W. E., librarian of the Indiana 
State Library, is about to publish in book 
form a compilation “Political platforms ot 
the two dominant parties of Indiana, 185 
1900.” The edition is to be small and pr 
vately printed 


JoncHaus, Werner, hbrarian in charge ot 
the 23d street departmer of the Y. M. C. A 
Library of New York, died suddenly of pneu 
tonia at his home in New York, on Feb. 20 
1902. Mr. Jonghaus was born in Germany 1n 
1846, and since 1881 has been connected with 
the library of the New York Young Men's 
Christian Association After the death of 
Mr. Poole, Mr. Jonghaus was acting libra 
rian for some three years, and after the re 
moval of the main library to its new qua 
up town he remained as librarian in chi 
of the 23d street department 

Perry, Miss Lucy Ware, Pratt Institute L1 
brary School, classes 1899, 1900, has been ap 
pointed librarian of the Brooks Memorial 
Library, Brattleboro, Vt 


Pore, Seth E., of the New York State L.i- 
brary School, 1900-1901, has been appointed 
reference assistant in the Watkinson Library, 
Hartford, Ct. 


Poor, Franklin O., assistant librarian of 
the Boston Atheneum, has been appointed a 
sistant librarian of the Association of the Bar, 
of New York City. Mr. Poole has been con 
nected with the Boston Athenzum since his 
graduation from Harvard, class of 95 


Tyacke, Miss Margaret, a graduate of the 
3oston University, who served an apprentice 
ship at the Public Library of Medford, Mass., 
has been elected librarian of the Walpole 
(Mass.) Public Library. For eight months 
of last year she was classifier and cataloger 
at the new Carnegie Library, at Fort Worth, 
Texas, and assisted at the opening of that 
library. 


WELLMAN, Hiller Crowell, librarian of the 


Brookline (Mass.) Public Library, has been 
appointed librarian of the Springfield (Mass. ) 
City Library, succeeding J. C. Dana Mr 
Wellman has been actively engaged in hi 
brary work since his graduation from Har- 
yard in the class of '94, and succeeded Charles 
Knowles Bolton as librarian of the Brook 
line library in April, 18908. He was assistant 
in the Boston Athenwum after leaving Har 
vard, and in January, 1897, was appoint 1 to 
the then newly-created post of sup rintendent 
of branches of the Boston Public Library, 
which he gave up a year later to go to Bre 

line. His work in that field was most 

cessful, and he has also effec ively de velope d 
the Brookline Public Library, « pecially in 
the direction of school reference work. Mr 
Wellman is a member of the American Li 
brary Association, and is now pr ident of 


the Massachu etts Library ¢ lub, of which he 


was secretary from 1897 to 1599 
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Cataloging and Classification. 


BIRMINGHAM (Eng.) F. Ls., Reference De- 
partment An index to the Shakespeare 
Memorial Library. Second part: English 
Shakespeariana, Birmingham, 1901. p. 53- 
105. sq 0 
Like its predecessor, this is an interesting 

and well-made index, remarkable in its ex- 

position of the extent and variety of Shake- 
speare literature. Contents and analytical 
work is especially good. 


The Boston P. L. Bulletin for February 
prints some interesting historical manuscripts, 
taken from its collection. Especially curious 
is the letter of William Little to Samuel Til- 
ley of Sept. 29, 1901, regarding the case of 
an Indian “redeemed out of Goal” by pay- 
ment of a sum which he was to serve out; and 
several declarations regarding the counter- 
feiting of paper money, by which it appears 
that the plates from which the counterfeits 
were struck were made “at Rhoad Island by 
the Ingraver who made the Government 
Plates, and therefore they were very good and 
exact.” 

The Crnctnnatr (O,) P. L. issues two 
special classed reading lists in leaflet form, 
one on “History of architecture,” by Mirzah 
G. Blair, the other on “History of literature,” 
covering ancient literature, Chaldwan and 
Egyptian, by Stella Virginia Seybold. 


The Kansas Crty (Mo.) P. L. Quarterly 
for January is mainly devoted to an author 
and title list of the Sociology division of the 
library, covering 32 pages. In a prefatory 
note we are informed that “Sociology is a 
Mephistophelian fish, whose tentacles embrace 
the whole system of abstract science” — 
rather a cryptic utterance, which is followed 
by an outline of the various “tentacles.” The 
list is a closely-printed, short-title record, in- 
verted titles being depended upon to give par- 
tial subject references. The workmanship 1s 
crude 

The New York P. L. Bulletin for Feb- 
ruary is mainly devoted to the record of 
Brooklyn civic and institutional documents 
It prints seven checklists, recording publica- 
tions relating to Brooklyn finance and com- 
merce, churches, libraries, schools, clubs, 
charities, missions, etc., and hospitals 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE (Eng.) P. Ls. Cat- 

alogue of the books and tracts on pure 

mathematics in the Central Library, 1901. 

4°, vi+-50 p 

The catalog of a rich collection. About 
1800 titles are listed, and in many cases the 
library has several copies of a book. There 
are no less than nine editions of Euclid 
printed before 1600, among them being the 
first Latin edition of 1482, the first Greek 
text of 1533, and the first English translation 
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of 1570. The Newcastle collection is probably 
larger than that of any American public li 
brary except Boston, where the Bowditch 
collection had exceptional advantages from 
gift and bequest 

The catalog is alphabetical by authors. Ref 
erence and loan books are listed separately 
Anonymous works have alphabets of their 
own, and there is a list of addenda, so that 
there are five alphabets in the book. The 
alphabeting differs from Cutter; L’Huile and 
La Grange come before Lachlan, Lagrang: 
The preface does not say why an author list 
was chosen. <A closely classified arrangement 
with an author index is what one would ex 
pect, but this catalog does not even contain a 
subject index The author arrangement 1s 
the more unexpected because Newcastle 1s 
one of the few English libraries that seemed 
to realize the importance of classification 


The Satem (Mass.) P. L. Bulletin for Feb- 
ruary devotes its special reading list to “De 
oration and ornament.” 


The Sprincrietp (Mass.) L. ha 
sued a set of “go lists of interesting books, 
each list containing from 20 to 30 titles. The 
selection shows good taste and wide scope, 
and the lists are so printed that they may be 
used as call slips by checking the books de 


sired. Among the subjects covered are Sto 
ries of travel in Africa, for boys; American 
colonial stories; Books everybody reads in 
youth: Cheering-up stories; Chemistry, en 
gineering, building, etc.: books on cooker) 


and household science; Electricity, telephone, 

telegraph, etc.; stories of French history; 

French novels; German novels; Pillow 

smoothing books; Spanish and Italian novels; 

Thrillers, novels of surprising adventures 

U. S. DerartMeNT oF Acricutture L. Cat- 
alogue of the periodicals and other serial 
publications (exclusive of U. S. govern 
ment publications) in the library; prep. un 
der direction of Josephine A. Clark, lib 

rian. Washington, Goy. Print. Office, 1901 

362 p. O. 

A careful and well-printed list, giving data 
as to dates, place of publication, size, etc 
There are frequent annotations. 

FULL NAMES. 

The following are supplied by Catalogue Division, 
Library of Congress 
Adams, Myra Winchester (Polly, and other 

poems) ; 

Bailey, Middlesex Alfred (Primary and in 
termediate arithmetic) ; 

Baily, Rebecca Chalkley (Mabel Thornley) ; 

Bowen, Littleton Purnell (A daughter of the 
covenant) ; 

Boyden, Henry Paine (The beginnings of the 

Cincinnati Southern Railway) ; 

Browne, Robert Henry (Abraham Lincoln 
and the men of his time) ; 
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Caffin, Charles Henry (Photography as a fine 
art); 

Coddington, Frederick Miron (As they did 
it; or, the first church of Warden) ; 

Cunningham, Francis Alovsius (The awak- 
ening) ; 

Farquharson, Agnes Crum (St. Nazarius) ; 

Fradenburgh, Oliver Perry (Twenty-five 
stepping stones toward Christ's kingdom) ; 

Garrison, Carl Louise (Manual and di 
grams to accompany Metcalf’s grammars) ; 

Gary, Frank Ephraim Herbert (Ober-Am 
mergau and the passion play) ; 

Hoyt, Louis Gilman (The practice in pro- 
ceedings in the probate courts of New 
Hampshire ) ; 

Jennings, John Ellis (A manual of phth 
moscopy ) : 

Kingsley, Homer Hitchcock (The new era 
word book ) : 

Kirby, Ellwood Robert (Manual of surgery) 


a 


 Bibliograpby. 


The Bibliographer, published by Dodd, 
Mead & Co., makes its first appearance with 
the number for January. As the subtitl t 
forth, it is “a journal of bibhography an 
rare book new s.”” edited by Paul Letcest 

Ford. It will appear monthly, nine months 
of the year, the issues for July, August and 
September being omitted. The first number 
opens with a paper on “The Kelmsco le,” 
by T. L. De Vinne, and includes reviews of 
“The first American edition of Wither’s 
poems and Bacon's essays,” by Wilberforce 
Eames, and “Donkin’s military collections,’ 
bv P. L. Ford. There are also bibliographical, 
antiquarian and book club notes by V. H 
Paltsits, L. S. Livingstone and others, and 
the first instalment of a facsimile reprodu 

tion of Hariot’s “Briefe and true report” of 
Virginia The magazine is handsomely 
printed, and contains numerous tacsim les; 
it includes, in appendix, lists of rare books 


for sale by Dodd, Mead & Co 


+t tule 
Ly 


Ceramics, Huddilston, J. H. Lessons from 
Greek pottery; to which is added a_bib- 
liography of Greek ceramics. New York, 
Macmillan, 1902. 8°, net, $1.25 
The bibliography is classed and annotated, 

those books and articles which the compiler 

has found most helpful being indicated by an 
asterisk. 

Cup stupy. Wilson, Louis Bibhogra- 
phy of child study for the year 1900. (/n 
Pedagogical Seminary, Dec., 1901, 8:515- 
537: 

An annotated bibliography followed by a 
subject index, 331 titles are mmcluded 


Cuina. Leavenworth, Charles S. The Ar 


row war with China. London, Sampson 
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Low, Marston & Co., Ltd., 1901. 
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3000. The article closes with a selected clas- 
sified list of 200 missionary works, the author 
indicating those that are of reference value, 
those of especial interest to children, to 
women, etc. 

PENNSYLVANIA RepeMpTIONERS. Geiser, Karl 
Frederick. Redemptioners and indentured 
servants in the colony and commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. New Haven, Ct., The 
Tuttle, Morehouse & Taylor Co., [1g01.] 
128 p. 8°, $1.50 
Contains a 6-page bibliography. 


Psycuo.iocy. Calkins, Mary Whiton. An in- 
troduction to psychology. New York, Mac- 
millan Co., 1901. 15+509 p. 12°, net, $2. 
The 12-page classified bibliography is con- 

fined almost entirely to works published or 

republished since 1890. 


REGENERATION (in biology.) Morgan, Thom- 
as Hunt. Regeneration. (Columbia Uni- 
versity biological series.) New York, Mac- 
millan Co., 1901. 12+316 p. 8°, net, $3. 
Contains a bibliography, pages 293-310. 


Street works. Brearley, Harry. A bibliogra- 
phy of steel works analysis. Part 9: Cop- 
per. (Jn Chemical News, Feb. 14, 21, 1902, 
85:77 -79, 87-89. ) 

Uttey, George B. Rare books of the Dio- 
cesan library. I.: Bibles. (/n Maryland 
Churchman, Feb., 1902, 16:175-176.) 

This is the first of a series of articles by 
the librarian of the Maryland Diocesan Li- 
brary (often known as the Whittingham Me- 
morial Library) on the rare books in his col- 
lection. Among the Bibles described 1n this 
article are the Latin Vulgate, St. Jerome's 
translation, printed at Nuremberg in 1478, 
and the Bible printed by R. Aitken in Phila- 
delphia in 1781. An imperfect copy of the 
latter was sold to the Library of Congress in 
1891 for $650. 

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION. Warfield, Benja- 
min B. The printing of the Westminster 
confession. II: In the United States. (/n 
Presbyterian and Reformed Review, Jan., 
1902, 13 :60-120. ) 

The first part of this bibliography, noted 
in the November number of L. J., was pub- 
lished in the October, 1901, number of the 
Review. It was limited to the editions of 
the confession printed in Britain. The same 
extended scholarly notes characterize this 
part. There are 88 editions noticed. Mr. 
Warfield thinks this list of American editions 
contains almost a complete set of the editions 
issued by the Presbyterian church in the 
United States of America, but only about half 
of the issues of the other churches. 
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INDEXES. 

ENGINEERING INDEX, vol. 3, 1896-1900; ed. by 
Henry Harrison Sufler and J. H. Cuntz. 
New York, Engineering Magazine, 1901 
16+-1030 p. 8°. 

This volume contains nearly 40,000 entries, 
taken from about 200 sources. Volume 2 
contained about 6000 entries, taken from 62 
sources. As in the preceding volumes the in- 
dex gives a short and concise, but adequate 
description of the article indexed. 


INDEX TO REcITATIONS. A. C. McClurg & 
Co. announce that they are considering the 
publication of a comprehensive “Index to reci 
tations, readings, and dialogues,” to be pub- 
lished in one volume, at a price of from $3 to 
$4. It is intended to include probably 15,000 
pieces, to be found in some 200 of the best 
collections, giving the references in an index 
to titles, an index to authors, and an index 
to first lines, and to adapt the work especially 
to library use. Its publication will depend 
upon the demand existing for such a work, 
and to determine this the publishers have 
sent out advance order blanks, requesting 
subscriptions. The need of such an index has 
been recently referred to by correspondents 
of the Lrprary JourRNAL, and if carefully and 
compactly executed it should be of constant 
service in library and school work. 


The Instirut INTERNATIONAL Brstt- 
OGRAPHIE has issued a general cumulative in- 
dex to its bulletin, vols. 1. (1895-96)-4 (1890). 
In addition to the seven-page nonpareil index, 
there is a cumulative decimal index arranged 
by D. C. numbers, and an author list of con- 
tributed articles printed in catalog form and 
intended to be cut out and pasted on cards 


Anonyms and Bseudonyms. 


The following are enema by Catalogue Division, 
Library of Congress. 


“Ariel,” pseud. of Thomas Henry Kane. 
(“Planetary influences and human affairs.” ) 

Clinton, Major, pseud. of Frank Clinton 
Culley. (“Barbara.”) 

Drum, Blossom, pseud. of Blossom Drum 
Oliphant. (“A dog-day journal.’’) 

Ivry, pseud. for Fritz v. Briesen, tr. of 
Jones Barton Stay’s “The mind telegraph.” 

Lake, Frederick, is the author of “Roulette 
at Monte Carlo.” 

L., B. H., see Lippincott, Bertha Horst- 
mann. “Chevrons: a story of West Point.” 

Sharp, B. A., pseud. for Platon Gregorie 
witch Brounoff. (“Stolen correspondence 
from the ‘Dead letter office between musical 
celebrities.’ ”’) 

’ H. G., see Wood, Miss H. G. “Living 
by the day; selections from the writings of 
Minot J. Savage, D.D., by H. G. W. 

Hough, P. M., pseud. (“Dutch life in town 
and country.”’) 


| 
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PLANS OF REPRESENTATIVE BOOK STACKS 
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THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 
BOOK DEPARTMENT. 


= 
— 
= 
= - + 
; 


AVING successfully conducted an extensive Library Depart- 
H ment for the past several years, handling with complete 
satisfaction the entire library business of some of the largest libraries 
of the country, we call to your attention the elaborate facilities at our 
disposal ; not only as to the prompt and complete despatch of all such 
business, but the great saving to the library in the matter of receiving 
exceptional discount. A request for estimate on any miscellaneous 
list of publications will receive the same painstaking care and minute 
attention that an order involving thousands of dollars would receive. 
Books published abroad are secured within a very short time after 
order is placed—our own branch houses in London, Paris, Berlin, as 
well as two Canadian houses, enable us to accomplish this. 

We solicit correspondence, and extend a most cordial invitation 
to all interested in the Free Public, School, Circulating, or Private 
Libraries to visit our mammoth establishment, where the thousand 
upon thousands of miscellaneous volumes are at your full access. 


Yours ve-y respectfully, 
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 


39-41 CHAMBERS STREET New York 


; 

ik 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN STEVENS. HENRY JOHN BROWN. 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN, 


American Library and Literary Agents 
4 TRAFALGAR SQUARE, CHARING CROSS, LONDON. 


Tas Agency was established in 1864 for supplying American Public Libraries, Institutions, 
and Book Collectors, with English and Continental Books, Manuscripts, Drawings, Philo- 
sophical Apparatus, etc., at the lowest London prices. 

Special attention is paid to the selection and purchase of rare old books and manuscripts. 
Auction sales are carefully watched and good knowledge kept of the stocks of the oid Book- 
sellers of Europe. 

Lists of Desiderata have the best attention and Librarians are respectfully requested to test 
the value of the Agency by sending trial orders on by submitting lists for Estimates for goods to 
be delivered, either free in London or New York, as desired. 

Auction Catalogues when printed in advance and Catalogues issued by Publishers and 
Second-hand Booksellers are mailed to Customers when desired. 

Large shipments are sent by cheapest and quickest route, or as ordered. Small! shipments 
are made weekly through our New York Agency, at a minimum of expense and trouble to 
purchasers, or single books are sent by mail on receipt of order. 

Special attention is given to Bindings in all styles. 

Periodicals are supplied either direct by mail from London or by mail from New York 
Agency at lowest rates for prompt and efficient service. Send for Lists. 

Payments may be made either direct to London or in U. S, Currency through our New York 
Agency. 


Just Ready. 100 Copies Printed for Subscribers Only. 
B. F. STEVENS’S 


Facsimile of the Unpublished British Headquarters Coloured 
Manuscript Map of New York and Environs 


(1782) 


Reproduced from the Original Drawing in the War Office, London. 
24 sheets. Scale, 644 inches to a mile. 10 feet by 4 feet. . . 


The successive British Commanders-in-Chief in America, Generals Sir William Howe, Sir Henry Clinton, and Sir 
Guy Carleton, during their respective occupations of New York and Environs in the Revolution, caused this manu 
script plan from time to time to be kept up 

The plan extends from below Guanas Bay to the Heights of Spikendevil, a distance of about eighteen or nineteen 
miles. It shows the Fortifications, Defences, Topography, Streets, Roads, etc., of the whole of the Island of New 
York with the Harbor, Islands Water Ways. and River Fesstenee »n the Hudson and East Rivers, the Military Works 
on Long Island including Brooklyn, the Works in Paulus Hook and parts of the Jersey Shore. It has a copious Table 
of References to various works (British and American), some of them with notes as to the time of their construction 
or destruction 


The Original Drawing, ten feet by four feet, is on a scale of about six and a half inches to a mile. Itis hand 
somely reproduced for subscribers only, incareful facsimile on 24 sheets which can be joined up and mounted like the 
original as a Wall Map or mounted on linen if desired. It will be issued either mounted on linen to fold in book form 


with leather (slip) case, 13 x 10 inches, or the 24 sheets (22 x 15 inches each), will be supplied in a portfol: 

No more than roo copies have been printed and the engravings were erased as each sheet was printed off 

A few extra copies of sheet 8 have been printed so that it can be sent as a specimen on application from intending 
subscribers. 


Prices to Subscribers 
Mounted on linen to fold in book form with leather (slip) case. . . $30 mes. 
Unmounted, on 24 sheets in portfolio... $25 net. 


The above prices include delivery to any Public Library or Institute in the United States or Canada, but private 
subscribers must also pay the duty 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN, 4 Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, London, W. C. 


New York Agency, 45 William Street. 
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HENRY MALKAN, 


Library Department. 


We submit for the consideration of Librarians the following list of books 
consisting of Standard Works, History, Biography, etc., and respectfully 
solicit a careful examination of prices quoted. 


MARK TWAIN’S WORKS. 22 vols. Underwood Edition. $66.00, - - net, $37-50 
WARNER’S LIBRARY OF WORLD'S east LITERATURE. Edition de Luxe. 

45 vols. Buckram, $180.00, - - - - . - net, 75.00 
CENTURY DICTIONARY. vols. Half merocco, net, §0.00 
STANDARD ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Latest Edition. $20.00, - net, 
STORY OF NATIONS SERIES. 500 vols., assorted. Per vol., $1.50, - net, 75 
ELLIS’ HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 6 vols. Half morocco, $36.00, me#, 10.00 
LODGE’S WAR WITH SPAIN. - - net, 1.25 
BIOGRAPHY OF BLAINE. $2.75, - - - - - met, 75 
LIFE OF SIR ARTHUR SULLIVAN, §$3.so, - - net, 1.50 
MAHAN’S LIFE OF NELSON. $3.00, - a ‘ net, 1.25 


ESTIMATES CHEERFULLY FURNISHED ON ANY LIST OF BOOKS SUBMITTED 


HENRY MALKAN, 
| I 1 William St. and 67 Stone New York City. 


0000006 


g 


of our LIBRARY DEPARTMENT are 


1. OUR EXPERIENCE, extending over many years and fitting 
us to supply ready information with regard to Authors, Pub- 
lishers, Titles, Editions, and Bindings. 


2. THE STOCK to which we have access, comprising more of the 
standard and worthy publications of English and American 
houses than can be found elsewhere in the United States. 


3. OUR SPECIALTY of finding and importing RARE BOOKS— 
duty free—for Libraries. 


4. PROMPTNESS in filling orders, and Satisfactory Prices. 


THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


A. C. MIcCLURG & CO., : : Chicago 
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Permit Me 


to introduce an 


sr Higgins’ 
Eternal Ink = 


at your service. I write true black, stay black forever, and 


am proof to age, air, sunshine, chemicals, and fire. 1 am the 
only lineal descendant of the everlasting writing ink of the 
Ancients, and am worthy of my ancestry. 


Ask your Dealer for me, or send 10c. for prepaid sample by mail to 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Mfrs., 
PACTORY | Eighth Si., New York, Chicago, London. 
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NEW YORK: | LONDON 
27 and 29 West 23d St. 6. Pp Putnam S$ Sons, 24 Bedford St., Strand. 
LIBRARY ACENTS. 


M‘tetiize PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business in- 


telligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for 
American books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without the com- 
mission usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all 
books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books inevery depart- 
ment of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications of the day. 
Their business experience covers more than half a century. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 
PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 
Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, London, Eng., 
Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in ai// Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
shtaining Foreign and Scarce Books. BINDING OF EVERY DESERIPTION UNDERTAKEN. Periodicals 


wg ai Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
ates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 
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THE BICYCLE STEP LADDER COMPANY 


Make a business of fitting Library and all other 
kinds of shelving with Easy Rolling Ladders. 
This cut shows one of to or more styles they 


make. 
ASK FOR CATALOGUE. 


THE BICYCLE STEP LADDER CO., 
6 Randolph St, CHICAGO 


NEARLY READY 


Tae CUMULATED ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE 


including in one alphabet the short title lists of the books of 1900 and rgot, giving the informa- 
tion by author, title, subject and series. This work is a successor to the ‘* Annual American 
Catalogue,” and the cumulation here begun is to continue annually until a five-yearly volume of 
‘*The American Catalogue” in this new shape is reached. 


if ordered and paid for in advance. 


Svo, cloth, $2.00 Orders should be addressed at an early date to 


Tue Orrice or THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 
298 Broapway (P. O. Box 943) New YorK 


wit | BOOKS WANTED. 


i i . Peo The Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
magazine or review published, at a price Routh, Edward John, Analytical Statics. N. Y., 1901 


per copy depending upon its market value, “Ey. ae Prose Dramas, ed. by W. Archer 


or the cost of finding same, if not on hand. Stredder, E., Lost in the Wilds of Canada. N. Y., 
1892. 

I have considerably over 500,000 magazines Charles Scribaer’s Sens, 153 Sth Ave., N. Y. 

in stock, and the assortment is as varied | Hall's British Ballads, any ed. 

Gray, John, Lectures on Human Happiness. London, 

as the production of the periodical press for 1825, reprinted in Phila. between 1825 and 1831. 

he | . | Allen, James Lane, John Gray. Lippincott 

the last one hundred years. A Business- | Livingston, Edward, Criminal Jurisprudence Pub 


like query with list of wants will be met by by the National Prison Association in 1873 
4 busi lik | H. Welter, 4 Rue Bernard-Palissy, Paris. 
& prompt an usiness-like reply. Cogolludo, Historia de Yucatan. Campeche, 1842 
Library Journal, 1897 to 1901, and at any time a 
A S CLARK full set of the above 

(Opposite St. Paul's.) Journal Franklin Institute, ser. and 30 last years 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS SITUATIONS WANTED. 


A SPECIALTY. A LIBRARIAN of experience desires position as _" 

brarian of library of from ten to twenty thousan 
Largest Stock in Existence. vols. or work in reference or cataloging dept. in large 
library. Prefer Decimal classification. est refer- 

W. H. LOWDERMILK & CO., ences. Address K., care of Lisrary sournat. 

1494-6 P Street, Washington, D. C. A YOUNG LADY with degree of A-B., and_a stu 
dent of two years in the Albany Library School, 
Books of All Publishers on with seven years’ subsequent experience, would like 
| a position Letters and references. Address D., 


MEDICINE, DENTISTRY, care of Liprary JOURNAL. 


PHARMACY AND ALLIED SCIENCES. | SPECIAL NOTICES. 


We have the largest miscellaneous stock in the country 


of American and English Books on these subjects. 

Trade and Library Orders Solicited. FoR SALE.—Books boaght before the war. 

ad and ethers. Lisrartans, Readers, ATTENTION | 

P. BLAKISTON S SON & co. Write for particulars and list to FRANK BRUEN 
1012 Walnut &t., Philadelphia. Bristol, Conn. 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 
153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of Tut 
Book Buyer, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 


H. SoTHERAN & Co. 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in 
Europe for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Lie am, they can promise the best care, dill- 
gence, 


and discretion in everything — to it, and in small matters as well! as great 
Established 1816, ate 
A Monthly Catalogue of Second- Hand Books ("* Sotheran’ s Price-Current of Literature,”) post free. 


140 Strand, W.C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: Londor. 
Telegraphic Address: BOOKM EN, LONDON. Codes: UNICODE and A BO. 


THE BAKER @ TAYLOR CO. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


We have sold books to librarians for fifty years. 
We have the largest stock in the largest book market of the country. 


We fill orders promptly, completely, and intelligently. 


We have classified our stock of books and knowledge, FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE, into 
(1) A Standard Library Catalogue of 2500 Books—a model library. 
(2) Semi-Annual Clearance Catalogues of Book Bargains. 
We Make a Specialty of Pricing Lists. 


33-37 East 17th Street, Union Square, North, New York 


NEUMANN BROTHERS, 


ESTABLISHED 1879. 


Library Bookbinders, 


7 EAST 16th STREET, 
(Telephone Connection) 


Near Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


We make a specialty of the correct arranging and Icttering of works in 
foreign languages. 
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We Say It, and with some emphasis because true, 
that THE RAPID GUIDE is the best 


and most economical Library Guide in the world. It is sub- 
stantially made of pressed cardboard with metal projection in 
which a removable label is used. It thus provides for the 
exchange of one heading or title for another. THE RAPID 
GUIDE is practically indestructible, although very light in 
weight, There is no pasting, no breaking down, no wearing 
out, no rough edges. It is compact, economical, and was designed 
for the special requirements of the Library. It so far excels 


other known guides as to leave no room for comparison. 
We shall gladly forward a sample of THE RAPID GUIDE 
to any Librarian making the request. 


Also Manufacturers Clarke & Baker, 3 
Complete Filing Systems, Incorporated, ae 
fCabinets, Cards, Etc. 280 Broadway, New York. 
fi 


BAKER N.Y. 
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